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i ostpaement en 


¢ ally the’ sued 
thor gh he may incidentally refer to it if 
diciary Bill, consideration’ of which it 
roposed to. postpone till to-morrow. 


to connect my remarks with the 


le to confer certain necessary 
‘s on the High Court. 

r. T'vupor.—Sir John Quick made 
same statement during the last elec- 


right reply to his ree There 
ime when he held other views. 

- Poynron.—He never did any- 
‘of the. kind. 

_ PARKER MOLONEY.—I am 
my own interpretation on his 
The honorable member for 
Parra, like the Minister, was at one 
n ‘this side of the Wonks / We 
d to believe that they parted with 
abour party over the conseription 
ut it appears now that they have 
ver to the other side on other 
tions as well, for we now find the 
le member for Illawarra apolo- 
for a number of things that were 
nathema to him. He and the 
r for Home and Territories (Mr. 
ton) have, it appears, 
their life-long principles. | How- 
will leave that aspect of the mat- 
r for the simple reason that the 
le member for Illawarra is not 
House. As regards the Judiciary 
thave every sympathy with what 
posed to be done; but there should 
to deal with ‘many other mat- 


Be 


ular interest, to see if something 
one for many struggling settlers 
ectorate. I desire to see juris- 
iven to the High Court in regard 
tension of the moratorium. 

PEAKER.—Order! I cannot 
1.e honorable member to proceed. 
not be in order in following up 


ae Ari, 1920.] 


of eticuie 


ean connect his remarks with the 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY, — I in- | 
liciary Bill, Mr. eames but it would. 
oN b 


run away | 


uding one in which I have a 


ap o . 
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the line of argument upon which he is 
now entering. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—1I sub- 
mit to your ruling, sir; but I am only 
endeavouring to show reasons why the 
Judiciary Bill should be brought forward. 
for consideration; and if I may-do so by 
pointing out how, through that measure, 
profiteering may be dealt with, surely I 
would be in order in pointing out, also, 
that the Judiciary Bill is equally neces- 
sary to deal with another important sub- 
ject. 

Mr, SPEAKER.—Order! I have al-' 
lowed a great deal more latitude than I 


should have done, and must accept my 


share of blame for not having prevented 
the development of this discussion at an 
earlier stage. I ask the honorable mem- 
ber now to concentrate his attention upon 
the question before the Chair, and so 
avoid dragging in extraneous and et 
vaut subjects. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—1I. must 
confess that I was hoping that, by meaus. 


of the Judiciary Bill, something would be 


done to give relief to unfortunate people 
who are carrying heavy mortgages to-day 
in drought-stricken areas. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The honor- 
able member is now disregarding my rul-/ 
ing, and is proceeding to discuss the J udi- 


ciary Bill, which is not before the House, 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I sub- 
mit to your ruling, sir; but with all dpe- 
ference repeat that if, in connexion with 
the Judiciary Bill, | may touch upon its 
relevance to the subject of profiteering [I - 


should be permitted to mention also its 
‘relation to the matter of the extension of 


the moratorium. J marvel every day at 
the fact that many unfortunate people 
are able to live at all. They are only 
existing. The Government say they have 
no power to deal with profiteering. The 
honorable member for-West Sydney has 
offered to. draft a Biull. Why do not the 
Governinent accept that offer? If the 
honorable member should fail, the Go- 
vernment ought to be only too glad to 


have given him the opportunity to demon- 


strate his failure. The honorable mem- 


ber for West Sydney not only undertakes 
to draft the Bill, but will guarantee its 


validity before the Courts, That is both 
a fair offer and a fair challenge. The 
honorable member for ILlawarra_ re- 
marked to-night that honorable mem- 


bers on this side had prevented the 
i Wi 


not deal with profiteering, for the reason Bridges was recalled? 


ie i _the Treasury benches to-day but for the 
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taking of an ne oe Deore iN 
connexion with the last referendum, of adele 3 
and that if a “Yes” vote had been re- relief for the st uggling people, wh 
corded the Government would have to this Parliament to conse ve 
done certain things by this time to terests against. these one 
stop profiteering. At a meeting of of the tee 
representatives of the Housewives — 
Association, about a fortnight ago, 
the Prime Minister is reported to 
have used these words in answer to the 

question, “‘ What would have been done Tudiclany Bill, Nobody 9 on 
if the referendum was carried % 2”. “By this 
time,” said Mr. Hughes, “we would have 
had a Commission appointed in order to 
make these inquiries.” It would appear 
that all the Government proposed was to 
add another to the lst of Commissions 
which are merely tampering with the sub- 
ject to-day. There is a body known as 
the Fair Prices Commission. Any one, 
upon reading the evidence given before it, 
must be convinced that it is only tinkering 
with profiteering and the cost of living. 
There is evidence every day to prove that “ 
profiteering is rampant; yet the Prime 
Minister said that what the Government 
would have done, had the people voted 
“Yes,” would have beey to appoint a 
Commission. 


the, House, of course, ha 


f 


pecan FG AS «(OSES dad hee eR 8 572 


ny 


\ 


. Mr. Wisz.—The Prime Minister never 


id such a thi Pihaheaorant : The Pinene (Senator t i 
re eat *) Te eae ae Givens) took the chair at 7, oS é 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I am Ted prayers. 


going upon the report of the Prime aie 
Minister’s remarks. If the only outcome Tang ts CE DEPART ee 
of the referendum was to have been the OENTRAL ApMinistratioy A 
ny of another Commission, no-' : Mitrrary Crus, 
body should be sorry now that the “No” - ; : 
vote succeeded. This House is to meet Renato: GARD INE 
on Tuesday next. Why this extra day? 
It is a mere blind to make the people 
think we have something important in > 
hand.. Why should this House proceed 
with such a farce? Why should honorable 
members be called upon to meet a day 0. to. ue ousbieak Mee 
_earher, if the Government have no more P 
bane, on his way to Port - 
important business to place before them ° iM 
than the consideration of Estimates, the — Senator Mrrren.—At his ihe 
money involved in which has been a _ Senator _GARDIN ey ea 
tically all spent? The opportunity to 
expose the Government as the friends: of. 
the profiteers has been too long allowed ister for Deen to have ¢ 
to pass. Of course, the Government will recalled to Melbourne, a 


ister for Defence, in view 0 
a statement quoted by me 


that they would not have been back on stated are correct, will he} 
, _ Defence say what 
help of the campaign funds providéd by speech can fairly 
nthe B profiteers, I trust even now that the. inaccurate? 


ies at, ‘ 


_Austratian ae Fore 10. ‘Aprtt, 1920.1] 


2 red. to a ae clique. 


COMMISSION. 
He OF REpoRT. 


I ask the Leader of 
if he has seen in. this 
newspaper a _ paragraph 
y information in 
of Judge Ewing as a 
Commission appointed to inquire 
nto affairs in the Northern Territory. 
thould like to know whether any infor- 
m concerning the report has been 
available to the press by the Govern- 
and, if so, why that information was 
iven to Parliament before it was 
to the press. 
ator MILLEN.—I am in the same 
mas Senator Foll. I am disposed 
< the same question myself, because, 
s I know, the report of the Royal 


ission referred’ to “has not. yet 
hed Ministers. | 
XATION OF PRIZES IN 


ATTERSALL’S SWEEPS. 


ot the Treasurer, upon 


re prizes were won ‘in Tattersall’s 
or the year 1916, is the Income Tax 
nissioner collecting the Shama h ie due to the 
ment? 
1 syndicate and drew winning numbers 
held responsible for the whole amount 
is the Commissioner power to appoint 
yer as agent to compel him to collect 
nt due from his employee by deducting 
his wages? 


ator MILLEN, —The answers are— 


ilies they can prove to the Commis- 
t the prize money has been distri- 
‘which case the tax is collected from 
dual members of the syndicate. 


me oe ae nee Act 1918. 


fen ator Parneele ith at part which re- 


connexion with. 


, ator GARDINER asked the Min- | 


individuals who sone for the tickets. 


This power is given by section 50A 


a 
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE 
CANTEENS FUNDS BILL. 


Bill returned from House of Repre- 


“sentatives with an amendment. 


Motion (by Senator Prarcre) agreed 
to— 4 


That, the message be considered in Com- 
mittee forthwith. 


In Committee: 


 Wollee "of Representatives’ Amendment,— 
After clause -6 insert the following new 
clause :— 

6A. (1) For the purposes of this Act there 


shall be for each State an Advisory Committee 
of not less than three members, one of whom 
Shall be a woman, 

(2) Each Advisory Committee shall be ap- ~ 
pointed by the Minister on the recommendation 
of the trustees. 

(3) The trustees’ shall-nominate one mem- 
ber of each Advisory Committee, and the mem- 
ber so nominated shall be the chairman of that 
Committee. 

(4.) An Advisory Committee shall advine the 
trustees on matters referred to it by the trus- 


‘tees, and shall carry out such duties in re- 


lation to the granting of assistance and benefits 
under this Act as the trustees direct. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
—Minister for Defence) [11.7].—The 


‘new clause inserted by the House of Re- 


presentatives in this Bill is in accord- 
ance with what I told honorable senators 
on the second reading of the Bill, and 
subsequently in Committee, was the. in- 
tention of the trustees of this fund as re- 
gards the State machinery to carry out 
the purposes of the measure. Some hon- 
orable senators thought that there should 
be some specific provision in the Bill to 
insure that this course would be followed. 
That did not appear to me to be neces- 
sary, because I regarded my statement on 
the subject as pledging the Government to 
see that it was given effect. In view of 
the general expression of opinion in an- 
other place, and of honorable senators, the 
Government have accepted this amend- 
ment which makes the obligation to which 
I pledged the. Government a statutory 
one. ‘The provision made by the amend-- 
ment for State Advisory Committees to re- 
ccmmend the action to be subsequently 
taken by the trustees of the Fund will 
meet the views of honorable senators who 
expressed themselves as in favour of State 
representation-on the Trust. This pro- 
posal will. supply the most effective State 
representation which could be given. The 
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members of the State Advisdry eat 
tees will carry out the actual work of 
investigation of claims upon the Fund, 
. and the trustees as a central body will co- 


ordinate their work. The’ amendment 
makes provision for the representation of 
women on the State Advisory Committees, 
and it is understood that the women repre- 


“sentatives will be selected from those who 


during the war gave a considerable 
amount of their time to looking after the 
dependants of soldiers. As it is believed 


that the appointment of these Committees 
‘will supply valuable machinery for giving 


effect to the purposes of the Bill, I move— 
That the amendment be agreed to. 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) | 11.10].— 


TI should like to know whether the Minis- 


ter for Defence -would consider the inser- 


tion of a further clause laying down the 
basis for the allocation of the 
There is nothing in the Bill to show on 


Fund. 


what basis this money is to be allocated, so 
far as the States are concerned. I do 
not know whether I should be in order in 


submitting an amendment dealing with 


that matter and providing that the money 


shall be allocated upon an enlistment 
~ basis. 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shunaon), 


—The Bill generally is not’ before the 
Committee, but only the amendment made 


by the House of Representatives. 


Senator Pzarce.—The money will be 
distributed, not on a State basis, but on - 


an a duiiaaat basis. 
Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 


[11.11 }.—1I should like to know whether 
an honorable senator ‘would not be in 


order in moving any further amendment 


necessitated by the insertion of this new 


clause by the House of Representatives. 


The CHAIRMAN.—Only by amend- 
ing the amendment of the House of Re- 
_presentatives now before the Committee. 


Senator SENIOR.—So far as the Bill 


18 concerned, this is an entirely new pro- 
posal, and an amendment contingent upon 


it to deal with the Wigs Hon! of these 


funds to the different States may be re 
ie garded as necessary. 


The CHAIRMAN.—I aan out to the 


ve hardrable senator that the only matter re- 


_ ferred to the Committee by the Senate is 
the consideration of the amendment made — 
ch the Nati of ee pn 


vented from making further 


| parliamentary privilege I desi 


mittee. 


‘open to 


Spiel ey oonuidanad necessar 
intelligent debating chamber 


of thoOuinmities all aueRrods 


6) EE 


an Pa ccan, f | 
be considered. vay 

Senator SENIOR. de ask for 
as to whether it is not in the 
Committee to make. suggestior , 
House of Be ae ie ng 


eS and ey we are n¢ .OW 
me: 
contingent upon that which ne vi 
suggested to us. é 
The CHAIRMAN. Lae 
petent for the Committee to tos 
matter not relevant to the a 
made by the House of Represen 
Senator SENIOR.—As a 


the position. fay stated. yb a 


ing up a new siiceett sek ae 
amendment considered necessar 
orable senators to make the a 
made by the House of Represen 
really effective must be in order 

The CHAIRMAN. —Yes, if 1 e 


it 


the amendment. referred to the 


Senator SENIOR.—The ze) 
honorable senators 
be to reject the House of 
outeeme bid amendment if ‘the 


BS 
Xs 


consent merely to accept an : 
made i in another lene if we > be | 


tingent amendments. — 


Senator PEARCE tn 


State Advisory Committees pro 


hee 


in the amendment. - submit is 


but ithe wate 
Committee of the amendme 
House of Representatives. 

the whole Bill before us age 


a Farrer. anid not the Senate 
mit the Bill? 


a PEARCE.—No. The Bill has 


© amendment shall be se tole 


ne of the House of cg emanating 


either the acceptance, amendment, or the 
ction et a rie of Representatives sage i 


D he measure was previously ‘Defore 
mmittee no statutory provision had 
ade for State Advisory Committees, 
nds being left to be dealt with by 
stees; but now a new clause has 
serted providing that the money 
allocated to the different States. 
tor Prarcre.—It does not do that. 
tor FOLL.—Well, that is what I 
like it to provide. I moye—_ 
the proposed new clause be amended 
ng the following’ proviso:—“ Provided 


e canteen funds shall be allocated to 
e Boar ds on the basis of enlistments.” 


the amendment, as it speaks for it- 
tate Advisory Committees have 
P ovided for, and it is only fair 
leguard the interests of beneficiaries 
in such distant States as Western 


ey eng be ee to all the 


r “PEARCE (Waste ‘Ajeet 


_ the same be relevant to, or consequent | 


10 think it necessary for me to ex- 


his is a means of providing that 


ter Ta Sag: ie 20|.—I feel 
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Senator ame —Why? | 

Senator PEARCE.—It ould be unjust 
to distribute the funds on the lines in 
dicated by Senator Foll, because it must 
be remembered that the money is not to 
be ipaid to all soldiers and their depen: 
dants, but only to those who are in- 
capacitated, or to soldiers’ widows and 
orphans. It may be said that a high per- 
centage of enlistments would necessarily 
indicate a high percentage of incapacitated 
soldiers, bu that does not necessarily fol- 
low. Ut the percentage of incapacitated 
soldiers was low in comparison with the 
number of enlistments, they would receive 
a larger share than those in a State where 
the reverse was the case. They should all 
be treated on an equal basis, and I think 
Senator Foll, after reviewing the matter 
in this ve, will be prepared to with- 
draw his amendment. — 

Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [11.22].—The proposal of Sena- 
tor Foll is that the money should be dis- 
tributed in proportion to the number of 
enlistments; and to argue that the State 
that has sent the most soldiers will have 
the lowest number of incapacitated men 
or dependants is unreasonable. In all 
probability the casualties will be in pro- 
portion to the number of enlistments. 

Senator Prarcy.—That does not fol- 
low. 

Senator GARDINER.—The Minister 
for Defence (‘Senator Pearce) may have 
some idea as to the proportion, but I can- 
not imagine a fairer basis of distributing 
the. money than that suggested. 

Senator Keatrnc.—The honorable sena- 
tor might as well say that the Victoria 
Cross and other honouts obtained would 
be in proportion to the enlistments. | 

Senator GARDINER.—I believe they 
would be. 

Senator Kratrnc.—Tasmanian soldiers 
received ten of the sixty awarded. 

Senator GARDINER.—We are deal- 
ing with a fund created by the soldiers 
who enlisted and went to the Front, and 
an amendment has been submitted that 
alters the whole measure. Had. the 
proposed new clause been embodied 
in the Bill when it was before this 
Chamber I would have had very httle to 
say, because it meets with the objections — 
I raised to the fund being distributed in 
Melbourne without the assistance of State — 


Ea eors Committees. This a 
_ Spreads the administration over all the. 
States, and Senator Foll has now moved 
E an amendment to provide that. the fund 1 
_ shall be disbursed in proportion to the 
- enlistments in the various States. It — 
may be considered a rough-and-ready way 
_ of arriving at the proportion, but I think | 
“it is a fair basis on which to work. It is 
- unreasonable to assume that one State 
_ will have a greater proportion of disabled 
persons, in comparison with the enlist- 
ments, than another. 

' Senator, Forz.—The profits from the 
ieee fund were made by the men who 
enlisted. - / 

Senator GARDINER. —Exactly; and 
the question before the Committee opens 
up the whole Bill for further discussion. 
The amendment made by another place 
met with my approval, and I was pre- 
pared to let it pass without discussion, 
but Senator Foll’s amendment. provides 
‘that all the States shall have a fair deal. 
Unless the Government can submit some- 
thing better I shall support his amend- 
ment. ; 

cp vauel NEWLAND (South Australia) 
‘[11.25]—I am not prepared to support 

_ Senator Foll’s amendment, although, pos- 
sibly on the law of averages the money 
would be fairly evenly distributed. It 
appears to me, however, to be a_hap- 
hazard way of distributing the funds, and 
the proposal should not have the support 
of the Committee. I ask the Committee 
to disagree with the proposed new clause. 
Honorable senators will remember. that 
when the Bill was before this Chamber a 
few days ago I endeavoured to dispense 
with the Trust. 

The CHAIRMAN Ce Shannon). 
—QOrder! The question before the 
Chair-is that the amendment of the 
amendment be agreed to. 


Senator NEWLAND.-—I am merely 
Hanking a a passing reference to what was 
_ done a few days ago, and I intend con- 
necting my remarks with the question 
appetere the. Committee. 


The CHAIRMAN.—The | honorable 
Poke tor will have the opportunity when 
the: amendment is amended or dispensed 
bee of discussing the whole clause. 


Senator NEWLAND.—The addition 
ne ‘the proposed - new clause alters_ the 
| ieee ‘Bill, and. it is rather ede AO 


ie 


Mil 


ee 


‘Pearce), when the Bill was’ 


the Teuaee 


Vea. S ) 
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Buzacott, R. 
Crawford, T. W. 
de Largie, H. 
Fairbairn, G. 
Henderson, G. 
Keating, J. H. 
Way Onan oN 
New and, J. 


‘Amendment of the Haan of 
tatives’ amendment negatived. — 


Senator NEWLAND (South : 


tained in fehe argiinents 
the Minister 


pu 
for Defence 


before us. I urged then that th 
tion Department had all the m 
necessary to deal with the distri 
this money, and another pea 

this amendment because its members 
sidered that the arguments at f 
in favour of the Bill as it left chs | 
were inadequate. They say, I 

their amendment, that the — 


some expense. It was point 
that, even. if the trustees wor 


cata Now ve are aske 
five other Committees 
_ Senator Prarce.—Six. 


Senator Daiicle eae | 


Senator NEWLAI 
Pe cechand the Trust, 


ay aN Wu Af A Aye . 
" MM y ef 7 a epee p eae | . 
Australian Imperial Force 


oe | into existence, with six separate 
s! S if offices and officers, and six sets 

" If that kind of thing 
i dont, we might as well 
ct twenty-six persons, and allow 
m to divide the money amongst them- 
ves straightway, without considering 
returned soldiers or their dependants. 
are simply creating machinery that 
1 be used to fritter the money away, 
s keeping it from those who ought to 
‘it, and to whom this Committee has 
eady decided that it should go. If we 
ee to such a proposal, we shall be doing 
ething that is decidedly wrong, if not 
ked, to the returned soldiers and their 
Badin ts. The proposed Committees 
y last for years, and whether they are 
or not their office expenses, and the 
aries for their staffs, and their own ex- 
ses, will have to be "paid. It is not to 
supposed that all those appointed to 
ommittees in the different States will 
a position to work voluntarily with- 
ny remuneration for the time they 
in this business. At least, I hope 
will not be. 


' Senator Prarce.—They will be eX- 
pected to do so, anyhow. . 


s Ptator NEWLAND.—1 do ant ie 
will do it, nor is it fair to ask people 
ve up their time, because, if they are 
- to be truly representative of the 
from which the soldiers have come, 
will not be able to afford. the time 
vote to this work voluntarily. I fore- 
he possibility of a large proportion 
is money being frittered away in 
ies and expenses. The Repatriation 
ariment. has the whole of the ma- 
ni ery for the distribution of the money. 
the Commission in Victoria 
ead-quarters here; there are in 
very State a Deputy Commissioner and 
ff, with offices in which to work, 
is ink organization has the 


ith. What - more is required for 
purpose of this Bill than the 
ychinery already at the: disposal *of 
arliament ? I am confident that the 
mmittee made a mistake in agreeing 
Boe yerent of a ‘Trust, as pro- 
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posed by the Government in the Bill as 
it first came to us. I hope they will not 
accentuate that mistake by increasing the 
staff required to distribute the money. 
I trust that the amendment will be re- 
jected, and that the Committee will allow 
‘the Repatriation Department to deal with 
the fund, as it is most capable of doing. 

Senator FOLL (Queensland) [11.37]. 
—After advocating State rights in a State 
House, and being defeated, I think the 
next best thing I can do is to support the 
course advocated by Senator Newland, 
as being the most practicable way of deal- 
ing with the fund. The Minister for De- 
fence (Senator Pearce) during the second- 
reading debate, and in the early stages of 
the Committee discussion, stressed the 
point that the soldiers had written to the 
Government to ask whether the money 
that had been left in trust was to be used 
in lieu of Government money for re- 
patriation purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shannon). 
—The honorable senator is getting wide 
of the question before the Committee. 

Senator FOLL.—I wish to give rea-_ 
sons why the amendment should not be 
accepted, if you will give me an oppor- 
_ tunity of dealing 4 dad the matter in my 
own way. 

The CHAIRMAN, —I shall give the 
honorable senator every opportunity that 
«the Standing Orders allow. — 


Senator FOLL.—I am not aware that 
I have yet broken any of the Standing 
Orders. 


The CHAIRMAN.—The honorable 
senator must confine himself to the amend-- 
ment from another place. 


Senator FOLL.—I was trying to point 
out that the amendment should be. re- 
jected in order that the whole matter 
might be re-opened, and the Repatriation 
Department allowed to administer the 
fund. The returned soldiers have not 
said that they have any objection to the 
Repatriation Department dealing with 
the fund. What they did object to was 
to trust money being used in lieu of Go- 
vyernment money for repatriation pur- 
poses. The Minister rightly replied to 
their letters to the effect that trust money 
was not being so used, and that there was 

~no intention of so using it. The Com- 
mittee will do the right thing if it rejects 
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—— 


the amendment, in eee to open the way 


% ser Senator Newkeads amendment. . 


“has no amendment before the Chair. The 
Committee must either agree to or reject 
the amendment from another place. 
Senator FOLL.—Then I sincerely hope 
the Committee will reject it. 


Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [11.40]. 
I cannot understand those honorable 
senators who hold that the fund ought 
to be administered by the established Re- 
_. patriation Department raising that ques- 
‘tion at this stage. Senator Newland 
- > takes altogether an exaggerated view of 
the situation. The Committee, when 
_ dealing with the Bill, decided by an over- 
. whelming majority that the fund must be 
administered by an independent tribunal, 
- and not associated with a Government 

Department. We having decided that, 


what does it matter whether the proposed 


State Committees have statutory autho- 
_ rity, or merely the ne es of the Min- 
) ister ? | 


ee mmenator | Ni EWLAND.—The ‘Committee 
a did not decide anything of the kind. 

Senator EARLE.—It was decided on 

_ division by a majority of, I think, 12 to 3. 

that the fund should be kept altogether 


‘separate from the Repatriation Depart- 
ment. : 


Senator Newrianp.—It was decided 
that the Repatriation Department should 
do the necessary work in the various 
| States.. 


Senator EARLE.—No. The Minister 
assured the Committee that it would be 
the policy of the trustees to appoint a 
Local Committee in each State to mvesti- 
gate cases, and advise as to the distribu- 
tion of the fund. I understood all along — 
that when the Bill was passed, and the | 


trustees were appointed, the first thing 


i: they would do would be to bring into exis- 


Diag through the Red Cross or some other 


_ organization, to investigate applications 


for assistance, and that the recommenda- 
- tions of the pat ooabenlitees would come 

back to the central Trust, who would pay 
the amount recommended if they yea 
that proper inquiries had been made, and 
a reasonable case made out. aati 


The CHAIRMAN.—Senator Newland) 


tence a sub-committee in each State, 


eae ‘Sune 
view of what we 


od 


T see i or rundorsend ti as” 
it. We view the Bill AG A 
from different aspects. I hav 


a aiid wpa it, and as XE bape 


with a beinisphee at Sees 
peony whether the amendr 


ek competent. sd Min 
Committees. I assume Hat th 


Their integrity has not bona Asp 
doubted i in the least. I take t 


ee 


are trying to save renee in 3 a 
tion ? | 


Senator PARLE ade ve 
the honorable ne and ee x 


a 


mittees statutory “aunty, . 


orary come atneee 
Nha after night to attend ii 


give services for wie i, never ; 
sixpence. Are there not men 
in every State who are imbi 
same pen eae Babs ntv 


stion—That the House of Repre-, 
tives’ amendment be agreed to—put. 


Committee divided. 


Ayes .. 15 
BYES 53 (4 
ee Marites. Oe 


AYES. 
Pearee, G. F. 
Plain, W5- 
Reid, M. 
Rowell, J. 
tussell, E. J. 
Shannon, J. W, 
Tetler : 
Karle, d. 
Nozs. 
\ Petters 
lay H. 8. 


tion agreed to. : 
olution reported; report adopted. 
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PAPERS: 
e following papers 


were pre- 
stralian Institute of Tropical Medicine, 
‘ownsville, Queensland—Yearly Report, 1st 
anuary to 3lst December, 1919, 

pua.—Annual Report for the year 1918-19. 


IMMIGRATION BILL. 
Turrp READING. 


tion (by Senator Russeri)  pro- 


this Bill be now read a third time. 


tor GARDINER (New South 
_ {11.53].—In the absence of an 
on in our Standing Orders which 
rmit of a single honorable senator 
ris side of the chamber calling for 
Gsion—an alteration which I hope 
effected—there will be no means in 
future by which I ean emphasize 
sition to any measure. 

tor Prarcu—That condition of 
“will not obtain’ until the end of 


r GARDINER.—And I am pre- 
for the end of June. I wish to 
protest against this most objec- 
ill, It provides for a method 
with late enemy subjects with 
entirely disagree. The war is 
_ peace has been not merely 
t ratified. Yet we find the Go- 
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vernment exhibiting so much hostility to 


late enemy subjects that even a youth who 
/may be desirous of leaving Germany dur- 


ing the next five years will be denied ad- 
mission to the Commonwealth. Whilst 


the war was in progress, there were a very 


large number of enemy subjects in this 
country, and I challenge the Government 
to point to any acts by these people which 
caused them very much uneasiness. It 
would be wise for us to enter whole- 
heartedly into the peace which is now 
with us. ~I take it that the German soldier 
who fought for his country occupies pre- 
cisely the same position as does the soldlier 
who fought with the Allies. There is 
nothing discreditable about the action of 
a man who joins the colours and fights for 
his country. On the contrary, there is 
something exceedingly creditable to him. 
Under this Bill, late enemy subjects are to 
be penalized by being refused admission 


to the Commonwealth for a period of five 


years. Yet I know of whole towns in Aus- 
tralia which have been established by. 
German colonists. If we possessed only 
a little scrap of territory in which there 
was only room for ourselves, there might — 
be some reason for wishing to exclude 
desirable settlers from abroad. . We all 
know that Britain and Germany were 


ancient allies, and that‘on many a battle- 


field their soldiers have fought together. 
In the late war, the position was other- 
wise. That, however, was not due to the 
will of the people of Germany, but to that 
of a dominant military caste there. The 
record of Australia during the war is such 
that it ought not to be marred by petty’ 
legislation of this character. The mea- 
sure appeals to the lowest passions of 
humanity. The war being over, the sooner 
we get back to normal conditions the 
better. To seek to impose such a prohi- 
bition upon the admission to the Common- 
wealth of late enemy subjects is altogether 
derogatory to our national dignity. I 
quite recognise that it will be futile for 
me to call for a division on this matter, 


because only a few minutes ago we wit- 


nessed the humiliating spectacle of a 
majority of the Nationalist party support-. 
ing an amendment made by another place 
which they were not prepared to accept 
when the measure to which it related was 
under consideration in this Chamber. 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
President of the Executive: Council) 


I mmigration 


ine at. 59] —With a good deal of what Sata 
tor Gardiner has said | am in entire 
agreement. He has pointed out that the 
wwar was largely caused by an autocratic” 
- military caste in Germany. Whilst I 
quite recognise that, it cannot be denied 
that the people of any country must col- 
-lectively accept full responsibility for the 
particular form of government which ob- 
tains there. There was a time in England 
_ when that country was ruled by a despotic 
class. But Britons altered those condi- 
tions long ago. Though the entire respon- 
sibility for the late war does not rest upon 
every individual in Germany, it must be — 
acknowledged that all German citizens 
humbly acquiesced in the action of their 
ruling military caste. People may not be 
guilty of an offence by direct action, but 
if by acquiescence in ‘a policy that enables 
a certain class to take possession and 
direct the policy of the Government, then 
they cannot be altogether excused. Tt has 
been contended that there has been a re- 
volution in Germany in favour of consti-. 
tutional government. I hope this is true, 
and I feel quite satisfied that as soon as 
Germany furnishes proof that she has 
abandoned for ever a desire for military 
authority, and has embraced the principles 
of Democracy, she will receive the privi- 
_ leges of citizenship in the Commonwealth. 
_ Nobody would then be more willing than 
I to lift the embargo which this Bill 
places upon the introduction to Australia 
of people of that country.. But I remind 
honorable senators that there have been 
rumours of revolutions and 


standing feature of this upheaval is the 
fact that the military party appears to be 
again making an attempt to secure con- 
trol. In view of what the Empire has 
gone through, we have every right now 
to be careful. During my administration 
of the Defence Department I had no occa- 
sion to intern any person, but I investi- 
gated, I should say, very nearly 1,000 
cases which came before me, and though 
sometimes I had wondered whether we 
_ were not a little bit panicky in regard to 
_ these people, my investigation of hundreds 
ef cases showed that the evidence was very 
much stronger than I believed it to be. 
Possibly this may have been due to the 
German system of education, but, at all 
events, it appears that they have not yet 
“reached that stage of civilization which 
_ justifies our lifting the embargo. I ad- 
mire: the fight which ine “sections: of 
eg peeitey Russell. 1 hg Oe Ue ee, sh 


—t 


| It Geant are putti ; P up for : 


as 


counter-_ 
revolutions in. Germany, and that an out-~ 


definition clause states that 
who is not of British natio 


all of whom would make excel 
will be regarded as aliens, an 


government, but, after all, 
only being waged by a certain 
the people. An equally — 
tion appears to be faghibie 
retention of military dominatic 
as I have already said, B wher 
many gives evidence that sh 
a democratic and constitutiona 
ment responsible to the peopl 
will be no further. objection, to 0 
them whole-heartedly as citiz ns of th 
Commonwealth. I trust, there 
the Bill will not be further del 
is essential that it should be o 
statute-book fete aly if) ‘Re 
nently. | is 

Question resolved in the aff 

Bill read a ae time. cM 


ALIENS REGISTRATION 
Srconp READING. _ 


Debate resumed from osth A 
“page 1519), on motion Dy Sena 
SELL— 


That this Bill bat now read a second 
Senator EARLE (Tasmania ) [12 
It is strange that the Leader of the 
sition (Senator Gardiner) who i a 
ready to oppose Bills which, in 
of honorable senators on this 
sential to the welfare of the Sta: 
be acquiescent concerning this 
the passage of which, I think, : 
opposed. It is undoubtedly the 
of our See Sed ey y 


and non- Britta cian in t 
wealth. But now that the t 
has ended, we.ought to ay 
legislation which might, in a 
ee eae harass those who may ° 
to Australia, and who, in‘all 
would develop into very good | 


alien. And so Americans, 
Belgians, Danes, Swedes, or 


oo the Shane nepe By alae: 


iigsiiees 


A member of the ste 7 a i; 
of Custents, or an Officer of the De 


eee a 
mani fie 


i 


Mnisterine this Act, or a prescribed officer, 


or any person authorized by the Minister to 
“exercise the powers conferred on officers by this 


“means practically that any officer of 
the Public Service may be authorized to 
‘exercise the powers referred to. i 

_ In elause 6 there is provision for a 
penalty of £100 or imprisonment for six 
months—the maximum penalty, of course 
—on aliens who land before registration, 
although the alien concerned may be ar- 
rested while seeking a registrar. so that 
he may comply with the Act. 

' Senator Russett.—No; the registrar 
will go on board the vessel. 
Senator EARLE.—But suppose the re- 


ne Department meets that man he 
| have power to arrest him, and the 
mn will be liable to the penalties I have 
entioned. I admit, of course, that this 
tather an extravagant view of the pos- 
ties, but the fact that any officer of 
ommonwealth may have power to 
a man in these circumstances is 
lent reason for objecting to this class 
slation. : 
clause 9, there is provision 
officer to require the signature 
thumb prints of an, alien, 
, therefore, be treated as a 
al, and if he refuses to submit to 
ndignity, a maximum penalty of 
‘or six months’ imprisonment may 
shovelled” out to him. ‘ 
“measure is altogether too drastic, 
h I can quite understand the need 
introduction during war time. The 
ling we need in Australia is more 
ion. We ought to have at least 
5000,000 of people here, and so we 
Id give every encouragement to the 
of other nationalities who are 
y uphold the standard of our race 
come good citizens. We cannot 
amed. 
tor Russeti.—The provision with 
o thumb prints has been inserted 


8, who in ‘the past have been ex- 
ing their passports. It is impos- 
to identify them otherwise. 


-EARLE.—1I could understand 
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specifically to Asiatics, but it includes 
everybody. There can be no justification 
for taking the power by statutory law to 
harass any person desiring to enter the 
Commonwealth, but who does not happen 
to be of British nationality. 

Senator RussEett.—A man may be a 
suspected felon. | 

Senator EARLE.—Of course*> but the 
clause would apply to the average alien, 
and, in my judgment, it is quite unneces- 
sary. : 

Clause 11 contains further’ harassing 
provisions. It requires any alien who 
changes his place of abode to notify the 
registrar, so that a tourist coming from, 
say, America to Melbourne, and putting 
up at Menzies’ Hotel, would have to re- 
gister, and then, if he went to the Hotel 
Australia, in Sydney, he would have to 
re-register, otherwise he would be liable 
to a penalty. 7 


Clause 13 sets out that every 
hotelkeeper must question strangers 
who seek: accommodation. In the lan- | 


gauge of the clause, the hotelkeeper would 
be called upon to ask a stranger his name, 
nationality, date of arrival, previous 
place of abode, if arrived by a vessel, the 
name of vessel, date of departure, des- 
tination on departure, and, if departing 
by a vessel, the name of the vessel. 
Fancy every hotelkeeper having to put 
these questions to strangers who apply 
for accommodation, and entering the re- 
plies in a register for the information of 
the authorities? I-am afraid some will 
get into serious trouble if they have not 
got it all ready for an officer, who, as IT 
have already, shown, may be almost any 
member of the Public Service. 


Senator Russetz. — No; men will be 
definitely appointed. ees 
Senator EARLE.— The definition 
clause is too wide altogether. Almost 


any member of the Public Service might 
be an “ officer” under this Bill. 
Senator Garpiner.—Did not the hon- 
orable senator support this Bill when we 
had it before us last year? : : 
Senator EARLE.—I am prepared to 
give any Government absolute control of 
people during war time. 3 
Senator Garpriner.—We had this Bill 
under consideration before—after the war 
was over. e 
Senator EARLE.—I believe that the 
measure.to which the honorable senator 
refers was discussed in the Senate while 


the war was continuing. ' 


become citizens. 


serve the country in such a crisis. 


‘him to 


“ments, 


ene 


many things which 1 did not like whilst 
the nation was at war. I do not lke 
war, but I admit that strmgent and 
drastic action may be necessary to pre- 
There- 
fore, to say that I supported such a mea- 
sure during war time is no argument 
against. my opposition to this Bill at the 
present time. | 

Under clause 17 any officer may at 
any time require a person believed by 
be an alien to answer any 
question as to his name, birthplace, 
nationahty, place of residence, move- 
business, and so forth. One 
of the many “officers”? who might be 


‘appointed under this Bill would be in a 


position under this clause to demand all 


this information from a man dho desired 
‘to peacefully settle in Australia. 


Clause 19 provides that an officer may 


arrest an alien without warrant. In the 
cireumstances in which the Common- 
wealth is now placed, we desire men from 
many nations to come to this country and 
We have ample power 
under existing legislation to safeguard 
the Commonwealth against undesirable 
immigrants. If the Government desire 
immigration, I think they will be well 


advised if they withdraw this Bill. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN (Victoria) 
f12.19|—-I understand that the object 
of the Bill is to prevent in the future 
what the Germans proved themselves so 
successful at in the past, namely, the 
“ peaceful penetration” of Australia by 
German citizens. 
out so-called immigrants who were really 
emissaries of the German Government to 


‘settle in the Commonwealth, in order that 
they might gradually undermine our in- ' 


stitutions. We know, as’ a matter of 
fact, that many of these persons were 


-actually spies while in this country. — 


Senator Earte—Many of the German | 
immigrants, were good settlers. 
be impossible under this 


‘Tt would 


Bill to dis- 


-eriminate between them and the persons 


to whom the honorable senator refers. 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—A great many 
Germans who came to this country were 
anything but good settlers, though I am 
prepared to agree with Senator. Earle 
fo that. 

amongst our best settlers. 


some German immigrants were 


nae head to ane. 


Germany used to send | 


Uae were | 


then the provisions of this’ Bill 


Saabs 


people in those districts who hav 


‘ 


j enemies, 


| pois a the 8 aa 


Renabor “Ronra 
senator make 1m a 
enemy alien and a ae 

Senator FATRBAIRN. aon 
how that can be done. Ris: yy ae a 

Senator RussELL.—The class of's tle 
to whom the hs alana bea is f 


make homes for themactve. . ) 
families—should become natural, 
would 
apply to them. sy 

Senator Earrn —They would aa 


RAE REY Te 

Senator FATRBAIRN. Age 
mentioned with abhorrence th 
of the provisions of this Bill 


immigrants from France, ‘Belgi m, 


mark, Norway and Sweden, anc 
ha ie uas we hav 
Aiken on: 


ene. but he howd remember. tl t 
distetete of Alsace and Lorrai 
parts of France, and there are 


German sympathies. | How could 
differentiate between the splendid 
men whom we should be glad to 
here, and people who might r 
sent by the German Governmen 
districts to which I have referr 
out their former policy of e 
tration in Austraha? : 


were a very great Bet pas pies 
were men of no principle, and’ Pp pare¢ 
serve any side for their own. advan be 


eds contd we differentiate be 


and who would b 
danger to the country in 
another war, and immigrants. nte 
peacefully settle in Australia, 
citizens of this country ? . 

With regard. wae ane, im 
Danes, 


a po \ 


7 


that a considerable number 


ie Pali, 
i 
pone 


fy - ti i Aliens 


h g districts’ buagsnned were persons of 
ng German sympathies. With re- 
ct to Norwegians and Swedes, we know 
during the war the people of Sweden 
‘e hand in glove with the Germans, and 
do not want as immigrants to this 


am 


ey people of Sweden who have strong 
man sympathies. If they were ad- 
ed to this country, they would pro- 
Me be prepared to @arry on: the 
iniquitous campaign of peaceful penetra- 
_with which we have been made so 


We want population in Australia, and 
should be glad, I think, to welcome 
the right sort of Germans if we could 
them, and they could be relied upon 
ehave themselves after their arrival 
. From the experience we have had, 
yam afraid that many of them would not 
e found to be of our way of thinking. 
hink that the provisions of this Bill 
d not apply to travellers NnnAg this 


ice FAIRBAIRN—I am ad to 
the Minister say that. We should 


the war is now over, and as there is 
tain amount of disgrace attached to 
‘taking of finger prints, which is nearly 
Ways associated with a (suspicion of 
the provision dealing with that 
might be modified when we get 
» Committee. I think that a measure 
is sort is absolutely necessary. We 
‘to know who are Australians and 
e aliens, and the Government must 
en every, facility to obtain that in- 


admitting enemy spies to the 
eg few ond vor. tapos them, 
rtunately for themselves, they knew 
war was to be declared, and they 
ustralia before it was declared, We 
e in a position to have such people 
control. We should remember fur- 
t, gallant as the French proved 
es to be, there are bad French- 
ve know. that men who were in 
ices in France have actually been 
traitors to their conntry. 


ee 
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We need immigrants badly, but we must 
have the.right sort. We waut men who 
fought for the Empire, and we should be 
giad to weleome that class of Germans 
who, in the past, came to settle in Aus- 


tralia in order to escape the restrictions 


upon their liberties to which they were 


subjected in their own country. In Com- 


mittee, some amendments might be con- 
sidered to meet Senator Earle’s objections. 


Senator Earry.—lf we agree to the ” 


second reading of the Bill, we might as 
well pass it. I, personally, do not think 
there is any need for such a Bill. 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I agree that 
some of the clauses are very drastic. The 
Minister might be willing to modify them, 
but it 1s, in my view, absolutely necessary 
to give the Government power to deal 


drastically with the class of. immigrants 


who, in the past, proved such a danger to 
Australia. 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [12.26].— 
I should like to know what is our position 
in relation to the people of other countries 
who have adopted legislation similar to 
the Passports Bill, with which we were 
dealing yesterday. Some very drastic 
provisions have been included in the Pass- 
ports Bill which might be applied.to per- 
sons visiting this country, possibly with 
the intention to settle here. I realize 
that it is necessary to have some power of 
supervision of people coming to Aus- 
tralia, but this Bill carries the precau- 
tions a little too far. A case was brought 
under my notice recently of a gentleman 
who came here from America. He came 
to Australia with his wife on what was 
practically a pleasure trip, but while here 
he was considering the advisability of in- 
vesting in a certain primary: industry in 
Australia. When this gentleman arrived 
in Sydney by one of the American boats, 
if was necessary for him to undergo the 
eross-examination provided for under this 


Bill, and at present provided for under 


the War Precautions Act... He had to 
carry about with him in his pocket a cer- 
tificate with his finger-prints on it de- 
scribing him as an alien. 
tor Earle pointed out in his able speech, 
this man could not leave one hotél or one 
place to go to another without first noti- 
fying the local police station as to where 
he was going. 


And, as Sena- ~ 


010 Aliens 8 


Senator pe Larerm. oO Sieay ihe one 
orable senator is making a mistake | 

Senator FOLL.—I am_ not. 
name of the gentleman to whom I refer, 
self. Senator Reid also'met this gentle- 


If we are to adopt in its entirety the 


system in operation in the countries of . 


Europe prior to the war, we shall unneces- 
sarily restrict the liberties of visitors to 
_ Australia who may be intending to settle 


here. 
Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- 
tralia) [12.29].—I should -not have 


troubled the Senate with any remarks 
on this Bill but for the extraordinary 
statement just made by Senator Féll.” 

Senator Foru.—I can substantiate it. 
I do not make loose statements. 

Senator DE LARGIE.—L. hope the 
honorable senator will be able to substan- 
tiate it, because such a statement as he 
has made should not be allowed to go 
without challenge. He says that an 
American citizen, on arrival in Australia, 
alter he has gone through the’ ordinary 
passport examination, must, if leaving 

one town to go to another, notify the 

authorities of his intention. 

Senator Fotr.—This Bill provides for 
the same thing. \ 

Senator DE LARGIE.—I am not talk- 
ing of the Bill just now, but of the prac- 
tice which Senator Foll asserts is followed 

at the present time. | : ; 

Senator Forr—Let the’ honorable 
senator read the War Precautions regu- 
lations dealing with the matter. 

Senator DE LARGIE.—The War Pre- 


oan regulations are not in vogue at 


the present time. 
Senator Fort.—The reelieen to which 

I refer is in operation now. - 
Senator DE LARGIE. —As far as 
passports were concerned, it was neces- 
| sary for every traveller to possess one 


‘Senator Russerz.—Certain regulations | 


i under the War Precautions Act are prac- 
tically the same as the een ce in this 
Bil. ‘ 


Senator GarpINER. Bote is merely ex-— 


tending the War Precautions. Act by 
is Jegislation. 


5 
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; ce Dommone 


I am 
prepared to give Senator de Largie the — 


and he can make inquiries from him hin 


man, and knows the man to whom I refer. — 


- quiries-to be made. 


honorable senator must remember 1 


~ this Bill that I did not bring 
nine months ago. I am so disgu 
its provisions that I did not 


when, sitting alone, 1 am un b 


Senator DE LARGIE. me certainly n 
thought that an ae citizen hein 20h 


to admit him, he 
under any furth 

‘Senator ai tHe would 4 
Jutely free. 3 
Senator 


I think th 


Senator DE LARGIE.Se 
has made the statement, and fur 


ture at every ere ne visited 
was a criminal or a suspect? - 
not have cases of thay. kind 


bain given, because I do- no 
average tourist has to reper 
‘manner suggested. Ge 

Senator GARDINER 


cause 1t was not my intentio : 
aaa 
on the second reading of this Bill 


June or July of last year a s 
sure was before the Senate, a ] 
occasion I discussed its polis 
length, and Senator Earle oppose 
suggestion I brought forward. 
to see that his mind is now 
he has not used one argument 


cussing it, as it seems futile 
tinually putting my objections 
lation of this character before t! 


a division, If I had opposed | 
Bonstor Earle’s a to ge > 


es. That is my experience of the 
‘able senator since he has been a 


| ae GARDINER.—If I called 
‘division I suppose he would walk 
f the Chamber rather than vote 
st the Government. The Bill that 
efore the Senate last year contained 
ie Objectionable clauses embodied in 
present measure; and I remember 
ng up the Senate ‘and drawing atten- 
to the inconvenience and expense 
would be caused by compelling hotel- 
rs and boardinghouse proprietors to 
er the names of their boarders. This 
most ridiculous piece of legislation 
troduced into any Parliament 
nator Earte.—lt was all right dur- 

he war. ; 

mator GARDINER.—In order to 
p a record of one or two who may be 


ravelling community is to be incon- 
ced. Senator’ Russell assured the 
that the provisions of this Bull do 


ecause a person entering the Com- 
vealth has to 
under a penalty of £100, 
enator Russwr1.—aAll oversea travel- 
on leaving a vessel, have to register. 
nator GARDINER. —-Of course they 
even law-abiding tourists visiting 
ountry. 7 
mator Russert.—A tourist does not 
‘to report after he has landed, 
her has a an who has taken up 
e here. : 
e ator GARDINER. —If a tourist 
ts Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, Ade- 
le or » Perth he has to register, nd one 
isily imagine the consternation that 
caused at our leading residential 
uments when an oversea vessel 
with a full passenger. list. The 
pers or persons in charge of 
x establishments of any kind are 
"penalty of £100 if they fail to 
L the particulars outlined in this 
Senator Earle stated that he was 
our of legislation of this kind dur- 
war period, but when we were 


\ 
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_ probable 


pply to tourists, but such is not the 


register his or her. 


‘sing a similar measure last year the 
yas over. I am glad, however, that 
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he now realizes that the Bill contains 


many objectionable features. Perhaps the 


Vice-President of the Executive Council 
(Senator Russell), in reply, will give 
some reasons for submitting such a pro- 
posal. The Bill provides in clause 13 
that— » 

It shall be the duty of .the keeper of 
every hotel, inn, boardinghouse, and lodging- 
house in Australia, to provide himself with 
a register for the purpose of this section, and 
to ascertain and enter therein the following 
particulars of all aliens staying at the hotel, 
inn, boardinghouse, or lodginghouse :—Name, 
nationality, date of arrival, previous place of 
abode, if arrived by vessel, name of vessel, 
date of departurg, destination on departure, 
if departing by vessel, name of vessel— 
Imagine Senator de Largie, for instance, 
endeavouring to secure accommodation at 
an hotel. The proprietor would probably 
say, “Hullo! here is a foreigner,” Al- 
though the honorable senator possesses a 
distinctly French. name, it is more than 
his ancestors were taken 
» Scotland by some worthy 
immigrants. Senator de Largie, under 
such circumstances, would have to 
submit to a severe cross-examination, last- 
ing, perhaps, twenty minutes, at a time 
when he mjght be anxious to proceed 
with urgent business. Imagine the an- 
noyance and inconvenience to which 


across to 


travellers will be put when they have to 


submit to a severe cross-examination by 
an inquisitive hotelkeeper. The clause 
continues— 

and if the keeper of an hotel, inn, boarding- 
house, or lodging-house fails to provide himself 
with a register, or te ascertain, or enter 
therein the “foregoing particulars in respect of 
any alien staying at his premises, 

I wish to direct honorable senators’ atten- 
tion particularly to the. concluding por- 
tion of the clause— 

or if he makes any entry in any register which 
he knows, or could by the exercise of reason- 


able diligence have ascertained, to be false, 
shall be guilty of an offence. 


It is not merely a matter of putting ques- 


tions to a traveller, but‘the hotelkeeper 


has to ascertain by the exercise of reason- 
able diligence whether the statements 
submitted are accurate or otherwise. A 
woman of foreign birth may be the wife 
of an Australian citizen, and because she 


desires to temporarily reside at an hotel 


full particulars will have to be recorded. 
Tt will mean that a staff of clerks will 
be required to perform the necessary 


* 
$ 


work. 


conduct 

- being 

on. behalf of 
legislation 


the proprietors 


present for 

their businesses, 
compelled to undertake 
the Government. This 
is absolutely unnecessary 
now the war is over, and I hope the 
Senate will defeat the second reading. 
Under the pretence of doing. something 
in the interests of the community, the 


- Government are re-enacting certain of 
_ the War Precautions Regulations. 
of the 


regulations are mentioned, but 
¥ do. not know whether they are incor- 


porated in the Bill. 


Senator Russerz.—This will be the 
only Act dealimg with this matter. 
Senator GARDINER. ene those 


“regulations? 


~ Senator Russeti.—Those that are em- 
bodied im the Bill, Fully 70,000 aliens 


are already registered, and we are not. 
asking them to re-register. ; 


Senator GARDINER.—Possibly not; 


but what of the annoyance and ingon- 


venience to be caused to the travelling 


public, to say nothing of the trouble that 


x 


will be given to the proprietors of resi- 


dential establishments. Consider the 


position of tourists visiting Perth, Ade- 
Jaide, Melbourne, Sydney, or Brisbane, 


aud realize the expense and inconyeni- 


« “ence to which they will be put. 


Senator Keatine. —And what of Ho- 


hart? 
' Senator GARDINER.—I should have 
placed Hobart’ first, 
keepers there will be the worst sufferers. 


because the hotel- 


During the summer months thousands of 


? people who. can afford to do so visit, op 


desirable resort. 


_ IT ean easily imagine Senator Plain, 


for imstance, registering at an hotel, and, 


the proprietor may think he is a Ger- 
man; and in that assumption he may 
be right, 


- of Germans, 
Tet us consider the position. that would — 
arise if Senators de Largie and Plain 

were travelling together. 
| _ hotelkeeper be justified in believing that 
~ he was dealing hes a combination of 
ok foreign individuals? 
| non A rl aeaahen to Be, bitin hail nk Paha 


although he may look like a Scotchman, 


as Carlyle claimed that the 
Scotch consisted chiefly of the descendants 
and he is an authority. 


Would not an 


If Senator Shan- 


In many of our ade rede . 
tial establishments it is difficult enough — 
to: 
without 

work — 


3 tidepah ey od 


Folk was with. them, he rout 


strife in Australia.” 


: this measure presents, we ha 


Some 


will not further delay its p: 
we have ever been called upon 
consider that all nationaliti 
Americans as good as some : 


-and there are some Austra 


pecrnaiiate, 


! a8 that was deenee _ 


another nine nionthe for i 


Senator GARDINER. - 


is a crowd of spies intent 01 


Apart from the humorous asp 
ng 
the position in which a traveller ¥ 
himself. Senator Russell ma} y 
it is not going to be an eas 
an hotelkeeper, nor is the - 


prove of any benefit to the eo 


is the most useless piece of legis 


N idee radipiepes what Se 


on the one footing. 


as some Americans. The 
equality in civilization, an 


® 


recently’ ta deals with 
immigrants. i 


Senator Spr soae a 


broeivs es will not cist $a 
having reliable records. h 
means is that a piece of 


Senate, Shok I suppose, 
it may be left, as on the 
partly considered, and then 


Minister, in reply, will be 
if there is any real reason wl 
of the community should be 
this trouble by provisions W 
if hoy, are carried out, wi } 


miele are demiparneei| fr: 
Senator REID (Queens | 


Senator iti and ‘Sen 


in theory kets artemis 
good if the people 
pathy were Mi bi com 


citizens she already be Be to safe- 
rd their liberties in every possible 
ay. During the present unrest, and the 
: oving about of individuals, the Bill is 
very necessary. Senator ' de Largie has 
handed me a card which he, although an 
Australian senator, had to sign when 
‘entering Canada. He had to report him- 
‘self, although he was practically the guest 
of the Canadian Government. Every one 
who enters Canada has to sign such a 
card and produce it for three years after 
he lands there. The regulations of the 
United States of America are even more 
ict. Necessity and experience have 
vidently taught the United States of 
erica and Canada, which in the past 


enforce restrictions. The United States 
of America is one of the most glaring 
examples of the misuse of the liberty 
ich that great country offered to 
ropean immigrants. One of the most 
ious troubles that the American people 
re to face now is to pick out a num- 
- of these immigrants and send them 
away again. Registration helps in that 
way. No doubt it is an inconvenience to 
ymeé visitors, and will be some trouble to 
elkeepers and others, but it is a very 
asary precaution, and will be of 
t use if carried out properly. I am 
that no one in Australia is desirous 
aving a class of immigrants entering 
country whe are likely to become a 


ent free Constitution. We have had 
. little experience, except our war 
ence, in this matter, and the best 
e for us is the example of the United 

es of America and Canada, which 
@ going, not by their war experience, 
their ordinary civil experience cf 
undesirables who have entered their 
ountries and become a nuisance to them. 
ecard which Senator de Largie has 
m me is not merely a war precau- 
It is a precaution dictated by ex- 
mce in dealing with those unde- 
le persons whom the Canadian 
rities find it necessary to keep under 
ipervision for three years. Any one 
Quainted with affairs in the United 
at present must know the very 
Jus conditions obtaining there. . In 
of the districts they. ‘practically 
t to civil war. Class consciousness 
ied to such an extent as to create 
gees those who wish to pre- 


a 


{90 aera 4990.1 


were open to immigrants, that they must - 


ager to the liberties we enjoy under our. 
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who wish to destroy all organized govern- 
ment. Therefore, although I am _ per- 
sonally in favour of allowing every one 
to come to Australia and enjoy its 
liberties, I cannot shut my eyes to the 
fact that it is our duty to protect those 
liberties, not only for our own sake, but 
for the sake of those who are growing up 
around us. I have no hesitation in sup- 
porting the Bill, which is a very neces- 
sary precaution, 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
[12.51].—It will be better to deal with the 
points raised in Committee, because most 
of them seem to consist of misunderstand- 
ings regarding the probable operation of 
various provisions. Senator Gardiner: 
said the Bill would not add anything new 
to our records, or improve them. The 


very object of the Bill is to add to and 


improve our records. There are over 
71,000 ‘aliens registered in’ Australia to- 
day under the Wax Precautions Act. It 
is not the intention of the Government to 
continue that Act, and if this Bill is not 
put through all those records will be lost. 
If they are kept, all that will be necessary 
is to keep them up to date. It is very 
desirable to know as much as_ possible 
avout the alien population of Australia. 
Senator Gardiner said the Bill would 
necessitate the employment of a new clerk 
in every hotel. If so many foreigners are 
coming to this country, it is a fair 
thing for us. to “ask who they are and 
what they are doing here. The honorable 
senator argued that hotelkeepers would be 
subjected to all sorts of regulations, and 
restrictions. If I go to Sydney, the first 
thing the hotelkeeper does is to ask me 
my name, address, and occupation. Under 
this Bill, as soon as a man gives a foreign 
name, the hotelkeeper will ask him a few 
simple questions. When I asked the hon- 
orable senator if he could tell me of any 
ease where a new clerk had to be specially 
ut on to this work in any hotel’ in Aus- 
tralia, he could not name one. Registra- 
tion went on under the War Preeautions 
Act during the war.. 


Senator Garpiner.—The  hotelkeeper 
is not responsible under the War Precau- 
tions Act for the visitors to his hotel, but 
under this Bill he will have to exercise 
due diligence to see that his records are 
correct. is ! 


; Senator RUSSELL. thet “necessary EPONA Mae 
orms will be prescribed, including certain Buzacott, R. 
sts of questions, and all the hotelkeeper | Fairbairn, G. 
Lh do will be to keep them. A Gouie ¥ 
ill have to do will be to keep them. ‘A Guthrie, R. S. 
m egistration officer will board every ves-. Henderson, G. 
sel at its first port of call in’ Australa. Keating, J. H. 
The passengers will be mustered, and the sen | br | 
officer will register them. One honorable. cf ohn? Asta 
» Pearce, G. F. 
“senator expressed the fear that a passen- | 
ger might miss the officer. If the officer | 
was not there, the passenger could not be Gardiner, A. 


-eonvicted for not finding him when he was 


- 


“4 | Earle, J. 


wanted. Tourists will not have to register . Question so resolved: in then 
again, except that at the hotel the pub- — Bill read a second time. — 
liean will register their names and other In Committee: — 

ordinary particulars, — “It publicans ask Clause 1 agreed to. 
half-a-dozen intelligent questions as pre- _ Progress reported. — 

-seribed, they will be no more responsible Peis: 
than any other man in Australia. There ACG e JOURNMENT, Hy 


is another class of person, not a tourist, | i 
who lands in Australia, establishes an DxErence DeparTMEnt: CENTR 
vabode, but does’ not become naturalized. |= MINISTRATION: ‘Attecen = I 
“We have a right to say, “ Here is a Ger- CLIQUE. if 
“man coming into our midst who shows no 
desire to become a citizen of Australia.” 


Motion (by> Ronen Mrevez 
| posed— Lek i! 
Senator Garpiner.—You will not let That Pie eGorateuual ‘now, jealous 
‘a German become naturalized now. 


. Senator RUSSELL—The honorable Soh ati : pa ts (Ne 
‘senator is speaking of a temporary war Wales) [2.30]—This morning 1: 
period, but take any alien other than an. cction* of the Minister fo 
enemy alien, and suppose that he does not (s enator Pearce) regardin i 
‘become naturalized. If a man enters our gave to a quotation dees 
country and wants to live in.it and to ex- from a speech, by Mr. Kelly 
ploit it commercially or. otherwise, and j),;. quotation without any co: 
shows no desire to become a naturalized — with Mr. Kelly, who seems to - 
citizen, it is at least fair that we should 44, +enly of Senator Pearce 
know who and what he is. Had we taken ).- 0, By ; 
| : 7 | presents the position. In 
that precaution prior to the war-we should therefore. to Mr. Kelly, I take thi 
have had better information during war-. ‘tunity ay placing ‘upon record 
time about aliens. This Bill has one’ letter a have wecerved tenia him, 
weakness, and that is that the man we a * | 
really want to get hold of—and especially — 
the woman, because that has been our ex- Mt. Kelly says— 
-perience—is clever enough to beat the lot 
of us, and can get over or through all the - 
Acts we like to pass. Whatever may be a 
the permanent fate of legislation of this That being so, I propose to mak 
character, the Government feél that it is 1+ by placing it yey record 
necessary to have it until the world | Tt reads— we 
settles down to ia a conditions once — : ) Australi 


more. me iv Be as, a Sy yang. ay A 
eee tion -Thet the Bill te now read cater the iouse: Melitta ad 
a a second time—put. The Senate divided. pear Senator Gardiner. 


_ Ayes ase Nahe ee ig BAIS) 16 My attention has been 
pea Spe ite - Pearce’s reply to your. que 
Bike .. inst. I do not mind the | 

iy upon my motives, for 
AO ite ee 7. (emall things from: tha 


way you think fit. 


WS oh aie a 


he a Pa : 
ci bly or aM i AT tS ABD ea 


eerned ee his misstatement of fact as to 
aC eneral Bridges. 


marked out for command in time of war, told 
Sala Lennan’s Hotel, Brisbane, on the Satur- 
ay before the outbreak of war, that he was 
‘under orders to proceed to Port Darwin to 
‘re eport upon the militia detentions of that port. 
His ‘ship was to sail that morning. | Suspect- 


if he would accept an order from me (I was 
t a Minister in his Department) to return 


mediately wired to Senator Millen informing 
him of my action. My colleague replied ask- 
ing ig to ask the General to remain in Bris- 
be pending instructions. My _ colleague 
th recalled him to Melbourne. 

‘I do not think Senator Millen will deny 
these facts, but should his memory not be as 
r as mine, the wires (unless placed upon 
“private file ) should be on record. At any 
e his wire recalling the General should 
tainly be on record, and that was despatched 
er the vessel. which the General was in- 
icted to catch had left Brisbane. If evi- 
ce were required of Senator Pearce’s sub- 


t the seniority brigade?) which is deter- 


$s brought out by the war, you will find 
n the studied insult to General Monash in 
Governor-General’s speech opening Parlia- 
and in the fact that no citizen officer, 
yer brilliant, has been deemed worthy 
rmanent military employment as are per- 
anent officers whose war neeer es were far 
rO ‘Successful. 


Senator Gururim.—l rise to a ‘Warne of 
d I eall attention to the state of 
eC House. 
Senator Gardiner reading. 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
Givens).—Order! Attention having 
2 called to the state ofthe House, 
less cannot be proceeded with until 
ells ‘have been rung and a quorum 


ator Gardiner still reading, 

[The PRESIDENT.—Order! I direct 

, A ansard reporter to take no notice 

the matter read after the call for a 
im. 

itor Foll having left the ‘chamber, 

~ PRESIDENTA-I direct the 

of the Black Rod to bring cdg 

ack to the Chamber. 

ator Foll having returned, 

The a — I would point 

the. honorable senator that he 

Id Pot have left the chamber while 

were ringing for a quorum. 

or Forz.—I beg your pardon, 

[ was not aware of any swathes 

! wi peck forbids that. . : “ 


hat officer, who, as Inspector-General, was 


ing a trick to side-tracking, I then asked him ~ 


Melbourne. He agreed to do so, and I im-- 


vience to-day to a military clique (shall I © 


d to prevent the utilization of the best 
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The PRESIDENT.—The bells having 
been rung for two minutes, and there 
being no quorum present, the Senate 
stands adjourned until 3 o’clock on Wed- 
uesday next. : 


Senate adjourned at 2.37 p.m. 


a a ee es 


House of Representatives. 


Friday, 30 April, 1920, 


Mr. Speaker (Hon. W. Elliot John- 
son) took the chair at 11 a.m., ae read 
Pests: 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal ye 
War InrERNEES. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—1I have received 
from the honorable member for Yarra 
an intimation that he desires to move the 
adjournment of the House to discuss a 
definite matter of urgent public import- 
ance, namely, “The desirability of all 


native-born and naturalized Australian 
citizens who were interned knowing the 


charges om which they were interned, so 


_ that they may have an opportunity of 


disproving such charges; and the neces- 
sity of having an inquiry into the treat- 
ment of internees and the administration 
of internment camps.” 

Five honorable members having risen 
in thew places, 

Question proposed. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11. 4] —-The 
last occasion on which this matter was 
brought before the House was, I think, 
when it was raised by the honorable 
member for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), a 
year ago, or alittle less, and the then 


. Acting ‘Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) dealt 


with the subject, and made a reply to 
what-was said. On the 15th April, I. 
asked the Minister representing the Min- 
ister for Defence the following questions 
upon notice, to which I received the re- 
plies attached to them :— 

1. How many persons are at present interned 
in Australia ?—Thirty-two. 

2. When is it intended to release them?— 
Such as are not repatriated will.be released as 


soon as transport arrangements are completed, 
which will take place at an early date, | 


3. Seeing that the anne was ‘uae in 
“November, 1918, what is the reason for still 
detaining them ?—Practically all these 
ternees are from New Guinea, and decision was 
held up pending receipt of mandate and settle- 
ment of Government policy, and ‘at a later 
period detention was caused by inability to 
. obtain transport. 
The war is now over, and we are at 
peace with Germany—the native country 
of many of the persons who were in- 
-) “terned. I think that no ‘member 
of the House has fewer naturalized 
Germans, or Australians born of 
' German parentage, as his constituents 
than I have. When the first refer- 

endum was taken, and such _ persons 

had to vote under section 9, only twenty 

or thirty votes were so recorded in the 

Yarra electorate, and most of those who 
voted under the section were proved not 

to be of German origin. One of them 

was able to trace back his parentage for 

200 years, and to show ‘his British 
‘ancestry for the whole of that period, 

which is, perhaps, more than most of us 

eould do. Therefore, | am not moving 
‘now with the idea‘of catching votes; I 
am actuated merely by the desire that 
every person in this community shall re- 
- eeive fair treatment.’ Those who have 
been interned should not be allowed to 
rest under the stigma of having done 
something justifying their internment. 
Recently, at. Loxton, in South Australia, 
an inquiry was conducted on behalf of 
the Government by Mr. Hewitson, 8.M., 
into the alleged disloyalty of certain 
Germans there. This extract shows how 
the magistrate reported about one of 
those aeotust whom the eharge of dis- 
loyalty was made :— 


The Commissioner referred to Mr. Drabsch’s 
“yndeniable war services as Chairman of the 
- Recruiting Committee, the Australian Soldiers’ 

Fund, and Belgian Relief Fund, his proved 
public and private utterances and the enlist- 
ment of one of his own sons, apparently with 
his approval,” and found that this accusation 
was based only on ill-founded and ungenerous 


pay ‘suspicion. 
What is said of Mr. Drabsch is ‘true, I 
think, of a number of other citizens, 
a “whose only fault was that they bore a 
- German name. But every one knows 
that many Germans left their native 
Locate because of their aversion to fe. 
German, military system. That was 
true of the head teacher of a school to 


ete Tudor. 


in-- 


‘was handed to me last night, and, na 


Liat has pone and de « 


: ‘loaf on his family. 
: San I went about. ied aay AB, ane 


tionalist party ing This per | . 
sons of some a at these men were inte ned, 


their internment is a reflection _ 
them. Mr. Drabseh was taken fro 
State in which he was born, and wh 
his home is, to New South Wales, 
was there for some time. | : 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—A Jong 
You have picked iout the best of 
crowd. 


Mr. TUDOR. he acne repo 


aa 
ng 


ally, I have begun. with the strongest. 
but not one charge made against 
people of Loxton is true. ager: 

Mr. BrunpELy mr Wes it not fhe 


cs 


okey 

Mr. TUDOR No. a 
Mr. Biunprert.—The whole 
them were absolutely disloyal. — 

Mr. TUDOR.—I am: not ae nding 
disloyalty, and would not do so ‘0 
moment,. whoever might be concerne 
But I say that those who were interned 
on suspicion only should be gi ny 
chance to clear their characters. — a 
ids Buiunpett.— No one objects 
that : 


Mr. TUDOR.— Every member 0 , 


against shin by persons hee were eit 
personal or political opponents. 
Mr. sae ts —-Where would — ae 


Mr. Hine ee know ae : 
the reasons for the internment; : 
was tor SaacEIDn pe action that } 


children were a 


‘His boy 1 : 


and was wounded. | 


- 
‘ 
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na ames were hot Bettivted for military ser- have their children in that colony, and are de- 
pe: and enlisted under assumed names. prived of even making arrangements for their 
fr. Hvanes—I understand that the “PPT °F Sayins good-bye to them. 

rable member wishes for the libera- ere is another letter from a Mr. E. 
t on of certain men. Where are those to Gruendler, who is interned in the Holds- 
whom he refers? worthy Camp, New South Wales. Writ- 
' Mr. TUDOR.— shall read one or two img on the 7th instant to the Secretary 
6 3 that I have received from Ger- of the Federal Labour party he says— 


m1 S, some of them naturalized in Aus-' TI have worked in the Marshall Islands (late 
Ley 1 


fps we 


ral: Thev ‘have roperty in New German New Guinea) since 1903, where I was 
Guinea. y it aM . married in 1906. In 1913 I was sent by the 
firm for which I was working to Nauru, from 

| Me. Bruaxerety.—And at Nee 


where I was deported to Australia, and in-_ 
i Mr. Huvuenrs.—All who were in the terned in November, 1915. After the capture 


p at Liverpool have been released of Nauru by the Australian Military Forces 
oe I gave my oath of neutrality, and I have never 


broken my oath rendered. Nevertheless, I was 
i TUDOR. ian reply to a ques- brought down here without any legal proceed- 
- ce { put to the Assistant ings whatsoever, nor any trial. My wife and 


Minister for, Defence (Sir Gran- ride Smeg ite ae Ate cen, ae 
ve since had to live as best they could, with- 
ee) ect Bis ah ss hy out any support whatsoever from the Govern- 


ment. 
‘persons interned in Australia, and ‘This morning a high official from the De- 
most of them were to be sent out of fence Department, - . Melbourne, visited this 
i ; r m A. camp and interviewed each one of the internees 
Beountty. One of these mon, My. individually. I was told that I could not go 
ecker, who is interned in the Long- 


im back to my home at Nauru and join my family 
thy Camp, on the 23rd December last goain, but that I could go to Germany, or to 


Ida essed a letter to His ‘Excellency the some neutral country. I am sure that my wife 
fovernor-General, and forwarded a copy would object to be sent to Germany, as being 
to the Secretary of the Federal born in the islands. I appeal to you and your 


D party to see that justice will be done in my 
ur party. In this letter he stated— case, and that the cruel action of the Common- 


vas a planter at Rabaul, German New wealth Government will be stopped, and I am 

a. Was interned August, 1915. At that being allowed to return to my field of work 

we I was in partnership. with my brother- and to my home and family. The only crime, 
in a plantation there, My brother- in-law if you will accept it as such, is that I am born 

and left a wife and thirteen children. I in Germany. 

ee Bah er otege ps is eee sa If there is anything against these men I 


do not want to appeal, but I do not believe 
$e t the letter with a covering note to in a display of vindictiveness after the | 
a for | Deter. (eamtar fight is over. Is it to be said, “ This man 
ree ) on the 1st instant. I have not has % German ern wall therefore 
‘received an answer, but understand collar’ his possession in the island”? If 
Bee. fools is 10 be that WM s tate that is so, then the people in my electorate 
esent being permitted to return to might just as well say, “ Wertheim is a 
ee Ou ea eile a netant German name. Wertheim has a large piano 
vsieeare Hai ae we f factory in Richmond. We will ‘ cop” it.” 
Be wtOte: to oe pe ne o% OF That would be absolutely absurd. ' Wer- 
each Wien ee theim had a son who joined the A.LF. 
day a high official from Meloni See and fought overseas. To punish people 
Arp and informed each of ws individually eroly‘heeause they. were born in, Ge 
German New Guinea would be allowed many would be to ignore the true spirit of 
rn, as it was the poliey of the Govern- Australia , and Australians. We. believe 
‘to his island home. I am thus for ever jn fair treatment. 
) at coed en Bibi ile ade mab Gruendler tells us that he married a 
done no wrong whatsoever, Have never half-caste. There are many white men 
‘put to any trial as regards my depor- who. have lived on these islands with 


and consider the action of tae tpVveED) aolon red: women: and avauek! shart 
most eruel and inhuman one. Please, 


bring my case before Parliament, and let them. I do not defend the marriage of 
Government state the reasons for their whites with half-castes or blacks, but I. 
stion. Besides me there are others who would far sooner see a man ney, a 


4 


A + 
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coloured woman than get one of then! into 


trouble and forsake her. That, unfor- 
tunately, has been done, to their everlast- 
ing discredit, even by people of our own 
race. If it be true, as stated by these 
men, that the policy of the Government is 
not to allow any of them to return to their 
island homes, I urge that the whole matter 
be reconsidered. The Australian-born 
children of German parents and natu- 
ralized citizens who have been interned 


should at least know what charge is made 


» ment deporting these men? 


- these men. 


e 


against them. They should know whether 
or not they have been interned merely be- 
cause of suspicion. It may be that some 


enemy, either political, social, or personal, 
has made untrue statements concerning 


them, and I hope they will be given an 
opportunity -to disprove these statements. 

As to the proposed inquiry into the 
German Concentration Camps, if the 
whole of the men have been released, per- 
haps.no good purpose would be served by 
an investigation, 

Mr. Hueurs.—I spoke onlyof the 
Liverpool Camp. I do not know whether 
there are others. fs 

Mr. TUDOR.—I believe that Liverpool 
is the only camp for internees. 

Mr. Hveuns.—It is on the point of 


being closed. 


Mr. TUDOR.—But are the Govern- 
If so, an in- 
justice will be done. If we are afraid to 
allow two or three of these men to return 
to the islands where they were working 
when arrested, I can only say that we 
have not a very strong hold upon those 
islands. 
Some two years ago Senator 
Gardiner asked permission to visit the 
German Concentration Camp, but was 
told that hecould not converse with any one 
of the internees except in the presence of 
a military officer. I do not know whether 
the honorable senator raised the question 
in the Senate, but perhaps, since the war 
wag still in progress, he allowed it to go. 
Some time ago about a dozen of us waited 
privately upon the Treasurer (Mr. Watt) ; 
who was then Acting Prime Minister, and 


’ who, later on, mentioned the interview in 


the House. We then practically asked him 


to do what we are asking to-day. Over 


eighteen months have elapsed since the 


armistice, and now that the Peace Treaty 


“ho injustice is suffered by these men. 


has been ‘signed, we should see to it that 
The 


(REPRESENTATIVES, 1 Mo i Tntornces,_ 


their 


_ able. member and I both think, the only, 


I ask for fair treatment for. 


fact that they were Evornod will befor all. ‘ 
time a stigma against them and against v 
children, so that. they — ought i 
fairly to be given an opportiatia cere 
clear themselves, if they can, One any F 
charge that is made against ‘them. it 

Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime “Min- 
ister and Attorney-General) [11.25]—I — 
regret that I have not at my disposal — 
official information that would aid me to — 
deal in detail with what the Leader of the ; 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) has said. In . 
the circumstances, I can only approach + 
the matter from a general stand-point. i 
So far as I know, the Liverpool Concen- _ 
tration Camp is on the point of closing. in 

Mr. Tupor.—ls. that what is knowiaias yi 
the Holdsworthy Camp? es can: 

Mr. HUGHES.—Yes. Yesterday morn-— | 
ing I approved of the closing of that 
camp, and the release on parole of +t] 
persons therein. If that be, as the honor- ¥; 


German Concentration Camp in. Aus- 
tralia, we can therefore dismiss from our 
minds one of the points raised by him. 

The honorable member has urged that 
Australians born of German parents, who 
have been interned upon suspicion, 
should have an opportunity to clear them- 
selves, and that Germans with homes ix : 
some of the islands should have an op- 
portunity to return thereto, and to take 
up their property again. As to the firs i 


a 


live idestion: ! 

Mr. Tupor.—lIt is with many of th 
They feel that a stigma is ae 
ing upon them. 


Mr. HUGHES. ieee well; 


It ie am asked to say whether a man L 
loyal or disloyal to his party, and I s 
“Well, I do not think he is loyal,” I 
be asked to point to an instance of 
ar, It ins well pee th 


yet cannot point to an oetatien ae way 
proof. It is as Pe aa as . 
Poe, So much 0G that. SR 


we 4 ety iF ‘Ate he et, of 8 VRP 
in nad i Pa | r Leeks . Sat ‘ 
Se TNR ¥ Hie, 


Aijourament (Formal) 


‘During ihe war racial He were 


jpeaking generally, men took sides. There 
an be no doubt that there were two sides 
this question. There was the side of 
ustralia, the Empire, and the Allies, 
nd ‘there was the other side, » Some im- 
ertial persons might have been able to 
ecard the position with indifference, and 
) show that a good case could be put up 
w the other side. But there were so 
w as to be negligible. To the over- 

Eth majority there was only one 
é. They, however, would not hear 


in our 
side 


As those persons 
Ist who saw only the other 
re as dangerous to the body 
t as leprosy, or some other 
disease, is to the body physical, it 


4h us. 


» And we had to take them on sus- 
lon, just as a medical man has to 
mit to an institution any suspicious 
_ He says to a man, “ You say you 
“healthy, but you have come off a 
lamer infected with small-pox. I do 
t know whether or not you have small- 
it I shall quarantine you until the 
of incubation is past, and then I 
ul know definitely.” It was for pre- 
aly analogous reasons that we placed 
in men in internment camps. No 
we made mistakes; but not very 
ry. And in any-case, those interned 
id not complain of harsh treatment. 
i fisited Holdsworthy Oamp, and 
bound to say that the Germans 
ere fed, housed, and treated better 
‘"y way than were the Australian 
hers. I was greeted most familarly 
men who had been working on the 
arfs, and had been members of my old 
or many years. . They came for- 
and said, “ Hallo, ay how are 


peat —The Prime Minister 
why those men were there. They 
ot ee work, and that is why they 
endered themselves for internment. 
: r HUGHES.—The war is over, 
[ agree with the Leader of the Op- 
ion that it shows a mean and nar- 
iiies to continue a quarrel after 
decasion for it has passed. Fam not 
to do that. 
I as am worth, but when the fight i is 


Ringe tee 1990.) 


rally stirred to their very dregs. 


While I fight, I fight | 
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over the quarrel ig ended. I would be 
the last to deny justice td any citizen of 
this country because he happened: to bear 
a foreign name, or because his father 
came from Germany. ‘What shave those 


things to do with his case, anyhow? I 


will consider this matter in a friendly 
and sympathetic spirit, and if it be said 
that any man has been denied justice—I 
speak not of the past, but of any man 
who wishes to clear his character, who 
says that he was accused of disloyalty, 
but that he never was disloyal—he should 
be given a chanee to state his case. 

I have been asked in this House many 
times” about the Tanunda Club. I have 
given the answers that questions of that 
kind deserve. But when I read the evi- 
dence concerning Tanunda I thought I 
would like to go there with a Union Jack 
and an Australian flag as big as this 
chamber, to hoist them in the town, and 
make every one of the men there ‘walk 
underneath them. 


Mr. Gasp.—They would do it, and 
salute the flags, too. 
Mr. HUGHES.—The less the honor- 


able member says about the Tanunda 
Club the better. Some of the men who 


were most bitter were not Germans at 


all. 

Mr. Marr.—They were traitors. 

Mr. HUGHES.—tThere are plenty of 
Germans in this country who, during the 
war, and under the most provoking and 
trying circumstances, were loyal. But 
there were some of our own race who 
were very far from being loyal. There-— 
fore, when I speak of the Tanunda 
Club I speak not only of the Ger- 
mans. It is perfectly true that the 
majority of those of German parentage 
felt for Germany, a sympathy that was 
quite natural. What could be more 
natural than that during a struggle be- 
tween Germany and Great Britain those 
who have German blood in their veins 
should. lean towards Germany? That. 
was the most natural attitude in the 
world, and, the strugg ele being over, I 
say to them, “You did really what 
human nature and the promptings of 
your vace impelled you to do.” But I 
wish to make it perfectly clear that I do 
not admit’ for one moment that the action 
taken in regard to Tanunda Club and 
similar cases was not amply justified by 


yi Vik. circumstances aie) were ieeane 
ar 

out the country absolute hotbeds of con- 

i ‘spiracy and_ sedition, 

have broken into open rebellion had the 


opportunity but presented. itself. 


I desire to say a few words about the 
German Islands in the Pacific. We have 
taken over those islamds, and we must 
have a policy for their administration. 
That policy must be one which 
will insure’ the :development of the 
islands by the British’ race, primarily 


by the Australians. I do. not mean 
development by white labour, because — 
that is out of the question. Be- 


_sides, we have no earthly right to say to 
the Papuans and other islanders that they 
must stand aside and must not work in 
their own country. Such an attitude 
- would be nothing short of impudence. 
But German settlement has gone to con- 
siderable lengths in those islands, and 
German influence is still dominant. We 
shall never be able to control the trade 
and develop these islands unless we 
substitute Australian or British for Ger- 
man control and ownership of the land. 
Acting on that policy, we have not en- 
couraged the German settlers of the 
islands, who were interned and brought 
to Australia, to return. Broadly speak- 
ing, our policy is to substitute British or 
Australian ownership for German owner- 
ship. No injustice will be done to the in- 
dividuals; everything will be done accord- 
ing to the terms of the Peace Treaty. 
But, speaking generally, we should have 
fought in vain the battles for those 
islands if we proposed to leave the effec- 
tive control of them—for those who own 
the lands own the country—in the hands 
of the very nation from whom we wrested 
them after a desperate and_ bloody 
struggle. 
: Many of the soldiers of Australia are de- 


_sirous of. settling in the islands; and,. | 
after all, although no one has yet raised 


his voice in their behalf, there is an 
_ Australian. soldiers’ side to this German 


question, and it must not be forgotten. I 


do not believe that the Australian soldier 
: wishes to be vindictive towards the Ger- 
man. But he very properly says, “I have 
fought a desperate and dreadful fight. 
You promised to give me a chance 1 in life 
after the war was over. 


1: 


i 5 aie 


spies 


and they would 
common sense suggests the a 


been referred to get a fair deal. 


creel motion of the Leader of a 


: importance. 


were in ‘German hands. 


chances. 


cularity. eae is more than th 


We do not propose to do that. 


honorable gentleman. — gf 


mans in, the ‘colonies of whe 
taken possession. They were 
peu became ibe prisor 


These islands. 
are necessary for the defence of Aus, 1 


With ‘a om ‘de y 


garrison them—with Germans 
Australians ?” That is the pou 


shall garrison them with those 
we can rely when the hour . 
comes.’ 4 
Mr. SPEAKER. —Order! 
able member’s time has expir 
Mr. HUGHES.—I ean onk 
I shall see that the men whose | 


Mr, WIENHOLT (Moreton) 


So eae as the in 
camps are concerned, I cannot 
the Leader of the Opposition, - f 
was a prisoner of the Germans 
months, and I know that as 
of the Germans interned in Aus 
were much superior to the condi 


the British and Australian prison 
Nob 


cause for complaint, and I do not 
that complaint regarding their coi 
is made by them. I have said te 
ternees, “It is all very well : 
have been unjustly interned, bu 
country is at war it cannot 
You may not be gui 
loyalty, but, as a ae of. by 


have bad the sirens. of. ae 
security, and the knowledge th: 
be able to sit down to your me 
evening, or next morning, with 


Risto eee to an inquir 

Mr. Tupor.—That is so. 
ternments are practically fi 
much advantage can be gaine 
witty 
Mr. WIENHOLT. ely agr 
ni 


4. Y= ¥ rir a “hy geen ie ay 
LD ne re ae \ Tah, chev ah Lae 

ee Me? us ety aA 

Linh | mS ‘a 2 ss inns 

’ i x : fe Nbae 


“i yy 
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| ain of being interned. Indeed, I have 
1e2 ye recently from friends that the 
whe ole of the original settlers of German 
ast Africa have been sent back to Ger- 

y- I agree with the argument ad- 
ced by the Prime Minister in regard 
a) » the Pacific Islands. According to how 
We use them, they will be a source of 
ither weakness or strength from a de- 
ence point of view. I am not one to 
dvocate the vindictive treatment of these 
eople They.ought to be given the full. 
Ine of their plantations, and with their 
milies be treated reasonably and cour- 
ously; but I believe that it would be 
ter, even for these people themselves, 
ae the Prime Minister’s poli¢y of 
tling the islands with Australians and, 
her Britishers. 


- we come to the treatment of our 


five-born and naturalized subjects, and 
is is a different question altogether. In 
bard to these, I entirely agree with the 
ader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor), 
d intend to support the motion, if only 
that part of it alone. The Prime 
in Fister said that disloyalty, or feelings 
sloyalty, were to a great extent 
ret ed up amongst those who had been 
ity-of it—and I agree this may have 
p so—by some who were not Germans. 
not a question of giving these people 
naturalized or native  fellow- 
alians—a chance to clear them- 
res, but of affording them an 
ortunity io have something proved 
: ast them. The British Consti- 
4 “rests on the principle that no 
shall be tried or convicted unheard; 
we depart from that principle in 
BS ctienlar instances we may do so 
thers. If we treat these men in any 
| differently from their fellow-Austra- 
$s, we shall make their naturalization 
p of paper,” and nothing more. I 
not here to defend any man who has 
s anything disloyal. A’man who in 
ime does anything to prejudice the 
‘ab the Front ought to be placed in 

of a firing party—I advocate no 
B to him—but no man should be 
hed or penalized unheard. 


e€ on a previous occasion referred 
OM regard as the injustice of tak- 
y the franchise from our fellow- 
ali eax. Many of the sons of these 
ve i to the war, and > too, many 
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did not return. I intend to support the 
latter part of the motion; and I also in- 
tend, as far as it is possible for one mem- 
ber to do so, to fight the cause of these 
native-born and fellow-citizens. 

Mr. GABB (Angas) [11.48]—It affords 
me great pleasure to find the Leader of 
the Labour party (Mr. Tudor) bringing 
this question before the House. The 
Labour party, in the past, has stood for 
humanity and justice, and we find it to- 
day maintaining the same attitude. I 
shall address my remarks principally to 
the request for a Royal Commission, or 
a Select Committee, to give Australian- 
born Germans an opportunity to clear 
themselves from the charges of disloyalty. 
I should have liked to deal with the in- 
ternment camps, and the treatment meted 
out to the internees, but that is not pos- 
sible within the limited time at my dis- 
posal. Another reason which causes me 
to leave that portion of the subject un- 
touched is that the War Precautions Act 
still operates, and I should be rather 
timid in using some of the information [ 
have received from interned men in case 
it might be used against them. I shall 
confine myself, therefore, to the request 
that these Australian-born subjects have 
a chance for justice. 

In South Australia recently, Mr. T. 
Hewitson, S.M., was appointed a Royal 
Commission to inguire and report on 
allegations publicly made in support of 
accusations of disloyalty against Ger- 
mans at Loxton, and he has presented 
his report to His Excellency the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, Sir George Murray. It 
is on the findings of this magistrate that 
I make my appeal; I do not rely on my 


‘own conclusions, but on what this gen- 


tleman, with his trained mind, after sift- 
ing the evidence, has given as his verdict. _ 
In the course of his report he says— | 


In view of the state of the public mind, 
particularly as it must have been in the 
Loxton British community, after the alleged 
German military display, and later when the 
first news of German frightfulness had sent a 
thrill of loathing of German militarism through 


the Empire, it was not surprising to find that 


ambiguous or equivocal or even primd facie 
innocent German doings and utterances had, 
for many persons, only one significance. As 
appeared in evidence, there was a strong sus- 
picion of the Germans, and that suspicion had 
to be taken. into account in assessing the true _ 
value of the judgments and impressions of the > 
British concerning the attitude and conduct of — 


bal 
Le 


uy “1682 iran! @ ormal): 


Ferman neighbours, individually and collec: 


_ tively. 


The magistrate admits, whut 
know, that undér the Seivianes of the 


lashings of the press, particularly, jt was - 


possible ‘that people were suspicious of 


anything that had a German name or 


4 


flavour, and, therefore, persons from the 
beginning were suspected and watched. 
The point I wish to impress on honor- 


able members is that I am not making. 


an appeal for aliens, because those to 
whom [ am referring are as much Aus- 
tralian as any one here. Their ancestors 
may have come from another country, 
but some of them are of the second and 
third generations. I wish to bring under 
the notice of the House the case “of two 


men who are- Australian-born, and resi- 


dents of Loxton. The honorable mem- 
ber for Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster) 
said that one of these men, Mr. Drabsch, 
was the ‘“ pick of the bunch,” but I know 


others in South Australia—and the hon- 


orable member ought to know them, too— 
who are just as good as the man re- 
ferred to. I am rather surprised that the 
honorable member, who comes from a dis- 
trict where there are probably men sim1- 


larly situated, should express such an 
opinion. The report of the magistrate 
goes, on—— ; 


The first Loxton Recruiting Committee, com- 
prising Mr. A. W, R. Drabsch (chairman), Mr. 
H. T. Hime. (secretary), Major Esselbach, and 
Mr. K. Wallace, were in office when Sergeant 
Kempster, in the capacity of recruiting officer, 
arrived at Loxton in February, 1916. ~ 


I desire military members of this House 
to take notice of this part of the report, 


‘because it contains the magistrate’s com- 


ment on one of the military men con- 
eerned— 


The sergeant, in effect, accused the committee 
of purposely hampering him, or neglecting to 
assist him, by refusing to supply him with a 


- conveyance to take him round the district. 
' “TY here remark of Sergeant Kempster,” 


Says 
the Commissioner, “and ‘the comment which fol- 
lows applies to all the incidents in which he is 
concerned, that his wounds are a voucher for 


ye gallant discharge of his obligations to the 


Empire during two visits to the Front. He 


appears to have been zealously anxious to suc- 
y ceed, but the matter and manner of his testi- 


-Mony conveyed the impression that either by 
_ temperament or by reason of his experiences at 


the Front he was inclined to prejudge and’ mis- | 


_ judge any committee constituted as this was. a 


The magistrate points out that, because 


this Recruiting Committee was so con 


Waahke Gabb. i a 


we all : 


_(REPRESENTATIVE AM q 


account— ig a ot a 
“ His statements were (unavoida 
vague and general, Some wer 
some contradictory, and one, at least, 
Me ean as where he stated as . 


the truth. 
support the SN inptations.™ 


Mr. Drabsch and Mr. -Eime, wl 
chairman and_ secretary respecti 
the Committee, were put in. t 
ternment camp, and kept there. 
goodness, in their case they had a ¢ 
by means of this Royal Si 


eorded an ariel Se portuii 

Sir Granvitte Ryriz. Ey | | 
me the date when these two. beat : 
terned ? hae, 


opportunity, would 1 no doug 
clear themselves. One man | 
know intended to ‘go into bu 
he came out of the internment 


in which ee a tad 
placed in avery unfair oe 
son of the imputations restin 
T had intended to show the y 
Mr. Drabsch did on differe 


committees, 


to 1) 


; the 


on fol Ba yl 
It was not within either the duty or the 
thority of the Commissioner to review 
ie _actions of the Department of Defence in 
q tion to internments. In that respect the 
wers invoked by that Department were ay 
ned in the Aliens Instruction Order, No. 


ned 2s 
Lay 


Alien enemies might be interned. for 
ny ing arms; for failing without good cause 
report under instruction 20, which provided 
" periodical reports; for refusing to sign 
ole; and on reasonable suspicion of disaffec- 
m, or whose freedom was. or might become 
jpdicial to the Allies’ cause. The last ground 
Baca to naturalized and other persons. 

Jo not object to that, in so far ag it 
lied to aliens, because such action was 
blutely necessary, but the last ground 
tioned extended to “ naturalized and 
persons,” in whose cases suspicion 
nough to bring about internment. 
if it is granted that such “gus- 
” may be necessary in war-time, it 
necessary to-day; and where is the 
of giving these men a chance to 
themselves? The report pro- 


ly no inference of actual disaffection or 
y was to be drawn from the mere fact 


is a little solace to those who were 
ned— 
oth the scope of the Commission and the 
jons imposed on grounds of public policy 
les of the Defence Department barred 
tion of each particular case, 


air-minded man on either side of 
ouse would, I think, like something 
to give our fellow Australians a 
go.” I should like to make some 
ence to Tanunda, as the Prime Min- 

‘has attacked: it, because I 


ns; and if the Prime Minister were 
a as he suggests, namely, to hoist 
mion Jack in the midst of the town, 
ld be able to get nearly every man 
amunda—if not every individual — 
Ik past and salute the flag. The. 
: MM inister argues that the German 
in their veins, and that, neces- 


: ; Germany. He loses sight of the 
arently, that their fathers or 
arents came out here because of 
atment which they suffered in 
1 Es Is it not only natural, but 


fae 
gra f 
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questions 


r Bbyed freely amongst the people 
“I have known them to be loyal 


Bee refore, their ‘leanings must be 
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inevitable, that those forefathers should 
have instilled into the minds of their 
Australian-born descendants a hatred of 
the German system which drove them 
out of the Fatherland; and that, instead 
of those children being pro-German, 
their feelings should be entirely in the 
opposite direction? The hall-mark of a 
small-minded man is fanaticism. I have 
no doubt that among the members of the 
Ministry there are men big and broad- 
minded enough to treat all their fellow- 
citizens in a decent manner; but I am 
quite certain that the Prime Minister is 
not big-minded enough to give these Ger- 
man descendants a decent show. I warn 
the Prime Minister that if I cannot get 
more satisfaction in response to ~my 
straight and fair questions in regard to 
the Tanunda Club, I shall move the ad- 
journment of the House one day, and see 


if, justice cannot be done. The Prime 
Minister must either have a dirty 
case, or no case at all, otherwise he 


would properly endeavour to have my 
answered instead of con- 
tinually sidetracking them. If the Go- 
vernment can refuse to answer or trickily 
dodgé answers to questions, what is the. 
use of honorable members placing them 
upon the notice-paper? JI am not bring- 
ing forward this subject because I want, 
or like, to do so, but because injustice has 
been done, and J feel bound, therefore, to - 
endeavour to counter it. 


Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [12. 2] ae 
support the principle which has been 
very clearly enunciated by the honorable 
member for Moreton (Mr. Wienholt). 
It is to the effect that, in the spirit of 
the very best British traditions, we owe 
to all those of whom we are the evardians 
—whether they be native-born or natural- 
ized—the right of fair trial before being 
adjudged guilty and punished. Whatever 
may shave been drastically necessary in 
time of war, when empires were flying at 
each other’s throats, does not apply to- 
day. Days of trial and stress were not 
the times for sickly or weak administra- 
tion. There is another phase of the ques- 
tion, and it goes a long way beyond the 
points raised in this motion. It has to do 
with the future life of Australia. I trust 
that our statesmanship will be sufficiently 
broad and generous to realize that, if we 
are to people this country fom the white 


es of the pa we. ue ne re- 
member that nothing so rankles m the 
minds of a community as a sense of in- 
ees ua We want no'racial animosities 


te inevitable stress of those perilous 


days, opportunity should now be afforded, | 


if possible, to redress our mistakes. 


Mr. PROWSE (Swan) [12.5].—I be- 
lieve that the objects of this motion could 
be. satisfactorily metin the cases of those 

- who were interned merely upon suspicion 
or because they bore German names. The 
Prime Minister has stressed that ‘these 
people were interned at a time when our 
nation was at war, and when immediate, 


definite, and drastic steps had to be taken ‘ 


at a crucial stage in our history. I pre- 
sume that the military authorities have 
in their possession the whole of the par- 
ticulars concerning every internee. If 
there is nothing actually provable against 
them, beyond the fact that their names 
are German and that they were interned 
on suspicion, would it not now be far 
better, far more effective and economical, 


if the individuals in question were fur-_ 


nished with discharge certificates? These 


documents could be drafted to show that. 
there was no charge brought against 
them, and no act of disloyalty proven. As_ 


for those against whom there was either 
the charge or a strong suggestion of dis- 
- loyalty, "I Wold that they should be 
“brought to trial, even now, and that only 
such - persons should be tried: and, more- 
over, that if they should be found to have 
“been openly disloyal they should be de- 
ported forthwith. There are quite a 
~ number of Australian-born 
German names, as well as others, against 


whom the military authorities can bring 


no charge whatever. Surely they could 
i pe sent back into the community with a 
clean record! To have been interned 
should not, in itself, be regarded as a 


_ stigma. 


ties or their fellow-citizens, is that they 
: have German names. 


“war. 
: that my. were interned. But 4 wonder 


: oheteer ts Gane or 


iu this country. I feel certain that this 
~ Parliament will say that if grave errors 
_ have been made during the war owing to in 
those whom we be 0 eae we sh 


uttered by the ’ 


trol me that Imperial Depart 


who bear 


| In the case of numbers of in- 
 ternees, the only thing that can have been 
held against them, either by the authori- enforce his Potieerieade, Di 
We cannot remove 
their names; neither can we blot out the 
fact that they were interned during the 


ing) know that the Royal 


if Her late Majesty Queen Viet 
We are not ashamed, of course, - ; 


ip would hore been. 1 known ar 


ties are ae to 


sae any abuey ‘upon ae 
Nevertheless, if we had not] 


order 6 an themselves pie 
of disloyalty. ‘ea 
Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne 
T am bound to agree with much the 
Minister has said this morning, a 
a great deal, also, of that 
honorable 


SH gehen (Mr... ee 


showing any tohdeups shee op 
generous as the Poe of the | 


deals with all the Dominio 
German, whose name is Lord 
Mr. Frrmrne.—lI doubt te 
able member is correct. 
largely educated 
English parentage? a 

Dr. MALONEY.—Are not 
Father that Lord Milner was 


Mr. Behan ok mas believe t 
member is not correct in sayin, 
Dr. MALONEY. —Perhaps _ 
able member for Robertson wi. 
His Majesty the King has 
blood in 2 veins. ~ Perhap: 


es are not ene it 
a misstatement, however, I 
its corréction. We know 
the man who was at the 
British Navy at the outbre 
a born Prussian, and that it» 
tense feeling: in England and 


oy. 


and largely in Ireland, too 


able member for Robertson 
has changed its German nam 


been an ordinary humble — 


rT) Bietd 


— | Adjournment t (Formal) 
me st 

t the Royal ab als changed its name; 
nd all credit to it for having done $0. 
sertainly, am not prepared to say that 
le people of the British Isles were wrong 


wr ships ere now would have been under 
ie North Sea. I belonged to the Turn 
rein in this city—-and am proud to say 
—for close upon forty years. uring 
@ whole of that time I had dear friends 
a jong the German community in Mel- 
irne. Thirty of them offered their 
tices in the ranks of the Australian 
perial Force; and some there are 
m among them who will never come 
ak. My Democracy was first learned 
fhin the walls of the Turn Verein, from 
ge old rebels who were compelled tc 
from Germany in 1848. And when 
; old veteran, Techo, desired—away 
in 1888—to revisit Germany in 
that he wight look once more,upon 
spot where he was born, and then re- 
a to die in the country which had 
aso kind to him, that brute-beast, 
ni a would not permit him to enter 
I Fatherland, even though an amnesty 
tad been proclaimed in the early fifties. 

4 _yeteran and his old mate: stood at 
the f ontiers of Germany, and in their 
er they spat upon the German terri- 
on which Bismarek would not allow ” 
1 to tread again. When the Turn 
ein ‘was closed during the war the 
ister for Defence (Senator Pearce) 
y said that there was nothing against 
institution, but that he thought it 
id be better to close it, For such 
ique as now stands me in good stead 
e to thank the Turn Verein. ‘gym 
_ The Government have been 
mg to buy the property, for official 
0: ses, at very much less than its value. 

personally offered - the Government 
000. The money was not mine, but 
ame was linked with that of a gentle- 
who was prepared to furnish the 
al. However, that has been turned 

and I am elad that the City of Mel- 

io , Swimming Club is now making 
lations. I sincerely hope these will 

ecessful. ° 

Jowxtt.—I hope iat institution 

@ Beene this winter. 

ALONEY.—I, too, trust so, and. 


Biirce teaching of physical culture 
@ undertaken as Js desired: The 


\ 


ee Aprrt, 1920.) 


| feeling that if Battenberg had re- 
ined at the head of the British Navy: 
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Fury. Verein was a’ workmen’s club. When 
on one occasion I visited the “swell” 
German club, situated in’ a lane off 
Collins-street, I quickly saw that it was 
there that the Germans in our midst were 
carrying on the old Prussian ideals. Its 
members held that no one was respectable 
unless he was, at the very least, a lieu- | 
tenant. One of them said to me, “ Will 
you permit us to have the honour of 
putting you up for membership?” I 
said, Nc 0; I belong to the Turn Mesos 4 
7 But, * he, expostulated, “that is a com- 
mon workmen’s club.” I will not Gee 
the answer which I tendered, but will 
merely indicate that it was so hot that 
the individual concerned never spoke to 
me again. I preferred to be associated 
with the workmen’s*club. Of those who 
were members of that aristocratic Prus- 
sian institution I have no hesitation in 
saying that the majority were enemies in 
our midst. TI have lost two beloved Ger- 
man friends in this war, and one. who 
ended his life most unhappily in Sydney 
as the outcome of a trouble of which I 
had been unaware. Now that the war is 
over we have nothing against the 
naturalized or Australian-born Germans, 
and it is our right and duty to restore 
to them the freedom of this land. 
,1 have sought for information in many 
directions, but I have not heard of a 
single instance in which the German 
nation, with all its faults, has not played 
the game towards the naturalized Ger- 
mans of British ‘birth, but, of course, 1 
know that there are very few Tinelishmen 
who have become naturalized Germans. 
A little while ago students at the Mel 
bourne University, who took the course 
of modern languages, were compelled to 
pass in German and French. ‘There may 
have been an alteration, but if not, the 
State Government, which endows the Uni- 
versity, should insist on the students being” 
given the choice of one of the languages 
ie our allied nations, or perhaps the lan- 
guage of a neutral country. 


I am quite in keeping with the declara- 
tion that Nauru must be defended by 
‘people of our own race. I firmly ‘believe 
that a majority of native-born Australians 
of German blood are loyal to this country 
just as the native-born Americans of Ger- 
man blood expressed their fealty and — 
leyalty to the flag of the United States of 


as cae but many reetihts of the Turn — 
t Pein: who were born in Schlesweig-Hol- 
stein, Wurtemberg, and South Germany, 
- I count among my friends, Even they 
were not too fond of the Prussians. Being 
of German blood, they had the right to be 
E admitted as members’ of the club, but the 
- other members were not too fond ‘of them. 
_ As for their children, I have always said 
_ that the land they live in will encompass 
_ them, and in spite of nationality will ulti- 
mately gain them. On one occasion at a 
function of the Turn. Verein, at which 
the German: Consul presided, I was asked 
by some of my friends if I would say a 
few words. At first I declined, saying . 
that I knew their German system better 
than they did. themselves, but they 
assured me that they intended to carry 
their programme right through to the 
drinking of the health of the Consul. 
They did so. Then a little revolution 

- broke out. 
Consul to leave the chair until the 
Dutch Consul and I had spoken. I took 
the opportunity of telling them that I- 
did not blame them for loving their Ger- 
many, but that I stood for a higher thing, 

_ namely, that it was the duty of every man 
to give his loyalty to that,country which 
was most kind to him, and that once he 
had sworn fealty to that country, it de- 
-prived him of whatever sentiment he 
Hostal attach to the country which chanced 
to give him birth. I told them that I, as 
an Australian, loving Australia, claimed 
their children, and their children’s 
children, and I pointed out that ultimately 
Australia would hold them. After .the 
function my old friend, eighty or ninety 
"years of age, came to me and asked me 

i what had put the idea into my head. He 
said that he had had the greatest diff-. 
by "culty in making his children talk. Ger- 
man, and had failed to get his grand- 
ee to do so. I told hin that they — 
were now good Australians, and would 
soon forget Germany. It is only a mat- 
tet, of a generation or two, a small period — 
in the life of a State. Therefore, let us 
be generous in our treatment tt: these 
i . Let us give them the benefit of 
A ‘the doubt. Itf there 1 is no haa thee ah 
Dr. Maloney. TBAires 


They would not permit the “It would save a lot’ of heart 


“cause many persons have alr 


our men died in the great w 


to i ae to this country. 
however, one difficulty. ] 
Avatralians married to German 
desirous of going to Amery 
Mr, 
ber was quite right tou Lord 
He was born in Germany, but 0 
parentage. | . ; 
Dr, MALONEY. eur know tha t 
orable members wishes to put that - 
ter straight, and if I have made an 
I am_ prepared to apologi 
American Consul will not visé 
of those which bear alien name 
may be right in adopting such 
because they have a much bigg 
question than we have here, b 
same time it may be carrie 
‘However, the fact should be m 
known, so that those peopl 
anxious to go to America Ww 
applying for what they will 


if were made perfectly plain 
United States of America 
do not desire that any one 0! 
blood or name should go to A 


their businesses and secured { | 
ports, and there is every proba bilit 
when they are se ahs by 
tralia they will be blocke 
States of America consul! 

Sir GRANVILLE RYR : 
Sydney—Assistant Minister fo: 
[12.23]—I am not one who | e | 
harboring a vindictive spirit 
Germans or those of Germa 
but we ought to look at this 
broadly, because there is eve 
why we should have some fe 
matter when we recollect th 


been proved up to the hilt tha 
was the cause of that war, 
into it most unwarrantably. 

Mr. Consrpinx.—Internatio1 
was the cause of the war. 


Sir .GRAN VILLE aap 
tralia entered the war bee: 
‘Britain upheld her promise tc 
nation of Belgium to pre 
neat ie EP ese 


Adjournnent (Formal) [30 Apart, 1920.] War Internees. 1687 


Be bared to tear up her little Bia pe of five native-born Australians whose cases 
yaper, etcetera. We all know the cause came before the Cabinet‘of which I was 
of the war. What crime had Belgium a member. 
zommitted? The crime of depending on Sir GRANVILLE R¥RIE—WNo 
ihe word of a Prussian king, and for doubt the matter can be clearly proved. 
loing so her country Was overrun, her The rule was that each case of intern- 
ields were trodden under, her cities were ment of an Australian citizen had to 
mined, her art treasures were destroyed, come before Cabinet. 
nd her womenfolk were viclated. We Mr. Tupor.Not if it was a case of 
yent into the war for these reasons, and a naturalized German subject. 
ame out of the bloody struggle with the , Sir GRANVILLE . RYRIE.—The 
ss of 56,000 of the flower of Australia’s point is that a good many of the cases 
lanhood, and it is only reasonable that -complained of were dealt with by the 
e should bear some malice and vindic- Cabinet of which the honorable member 
Weness towards that nation which was a member. 


4 = this loss, ae Mr. Tupor.—At that.time we had to 
Mr. Gass.—The Minister differentiates intern men on suspicion, but now they 


of ween Australians of German. origin have the right to clear themselves of that 
ad those of German birth. 


e.: suspicion. Anything I did then I would 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE—I do. do again. I do not claim that those who 
he man of German parentage living in 


used disloyal utterances should be allowed 
1s tralia who has proved himself a loyal. to go free. 
azen should possess all the privileges :. GRANVILLE RYRIE.— The 


2 n Australian “citizen, I bear no honorable member for Angas (Mr. Gabb) 
lice to Australians of German parent- 


, unless they have been proved to have oe ng eae a ‘ Fats ee 
m guilty of some disloyal act, but Me "1916, aD caleahis Me Hs NS 
ere such proof i is fortheoming they are Jay, T spencer Ut hs ae Be 
erving Beiter nn shk. position (Mr. udor) was a member o 
Mr. Parker Moronny,—Will ey the Government that was in power, and 
give Hearn ‘chances roe Wenneein responsible for these internments. It is 
Biirce of disloyalty ? P 'S that Government, and, not the present Go- 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE Aa am vernment, that is responsible for them. 
e pared to give them every chance of Therefore, the remarks which have been 
ing so. There were fifty-eight persons, made by honorable members opposite have 
emed in the Holdsworthy Camp who been directed against the actions of their 
e Australian born of German parent- leader, not against something done by 
, or were naturalized German subjects, this Government. | 
| of this number forty were interned Mr. Gass.—The head of the Govern- 
the régime of the Labour Govern- ment that interned these men is also the 
of which the Leader of the Oppo- ‘head of the present Government. 


(Mr. Tudor) was a member. ‘Sir: GRANVILLE RYRIE.I am 

Mr. Tupor.—No native-born Austra- absolutely, certain that no nation in the 

1 was interned in Holdsworthy Camp world would have treated its enemy sub- 

ss Cabinet gave its assent. While I jects in the liberal, kind-hearted way in. 
a member of the Cabinet there were which the Australian Government treated 

y four or five of such cases. those whom it interned. 

ir GRANVILLE RYRIEW—The in- Mr. Consiprine.—We want an investi- 

ne ition supplied to me is to the effect gation into the treatment that was given 

, of the fifty-eight persons interned, to them. 

y were interned prior to the 14th Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.-You can’ 
peaber 1916. ‘ have all the investigations into that mat- 

. Tupor. —I left the Government in ter that you wish. But let me quote some 

Biber, 1916, and cannot be blamed statements about the condition of the in- 

anything that happened. after that ternment camp at Holdsworthy made by | 
I have stated the facts as I re- an absolutely impartial person, the Acting _ 
er r them. There were Aas four or Consul for Switzerland, who at the time 


. { f 


P iealia, I shall not read the whole report, 


the kitchens and the food— 

_. Having arrived at the main compound buprtly 
before midday, the three kitchens were at once 
inspected, and found to be in a condition of 
the utmost cleanliness. I was present when the 
midday meal was served to the internees,’ who, 


was served that day as usual. Quite a num- 


to: my inquiry. The food was clean’ and whole- 
some, consisting—in two of the kitchens—of 
». “fried meat- balls and potatoes, and fresh meat, 
soup, and tea, and Irish 

-. kitchen, The food 

' within the scale of rations, to the great 
- majority of those I questioned. ~ | 


As a light upon the sanitary condition of 
‘the camp, I direct attention to this state- 
ment— | 

The percentage of sickness was admitted to 
be very small. During the period of 
the last six months,’ only eight deaths took 
place out of 5,190 internees. The internees 

looked to be in a healthy condition. 


The death rate among the internees at 
Holdsworthy Camp was lower than in any 
other part of Australia. Let those facts 
be contrasted with the facts relating to the 
treatment of our ‘prisoners in Germany, 
the reading of which makes one’s blood 
boil In my opinion, it would be most 
unwise to have an inquiry opening up all 
_ the matters dealt with in the motion. One 


of my reasons for saying this is that in’ 


many cases men were interned on the evi- 
dence of loyal Germans, and in some cases 
on that of their own relatives. Of 
- eourse, such evidence .is always to be 
viewed with some suspicion of ulterior 
- motives, but every case was gone into 

thoroughly. Much of the evidence ob- 
tained by the authorities -was given 
secretly, and in a matter of this kind 
evidence like that is not to be rejected. 
But if every case is opened up, and the 
names of all the informers made public, 
the lives of many who informed the 
authorities of the disloyal actions or 


sat 


be murdered. There are many other rea- 
sons for not stirring up these matters. 


and we should wipe the slate clean. 


at ‘the war, 
ir Pgh dette pide ae ee 


‘was in charge be German palerouts in wire i felseived! and frie : 


but this is what he said about the state of 


‘in reply to my inquiry, stated that everything 


ber of internees were questioned, and none but 
- minor complaints were made, mostly irrelevant 


stew in the third 
gave general satisfaction. 


oe aye who hase been 
‘been shown in releasing some 1 


should be deported, but loyal - 


parentage, they are entitled to 


naturalization, are in a differel 


_tined along with persons suff 
an infectious disease. 


em words of friends and relatives would not 
be worth living, and some of them might themselves, 


he are ‘those who. were abs 0] 


: It is said by some that the war is over 
ing the period whe 


was at stake have 
_and should be depo 


But it is very hard for those who were 
and for those who lost 4 


for ee 


might ‘be ‘the chet ttle thing 
it Eroe re a hard thing to do, 


inquiry a WE ‘a ‘Bova Commiss 
hope that honorable membe oh 
press for. it. ; 

Dr, EARLE PAGE (Cowpe 
—I support the proposition of 
of the Opposition (Mr. Tudo 
a reason which differs from th 


absolutely loyal, and that _ 


deporting others. Those who 
be allowed to remain here. S 
tralian-born persons, whate 


this country, and they, should 
allowed to vote on every ae 
tion that was put before the p 
ing the war, because no one cov 
an Atta lian than the maz 
There is a way of att | 
in war-time. eg 
Mr. MeDowarp-—And at a 
Chee to) i 
Dr. EARLE PAGE— V 
Germans, and men of Germ 
who have been in the country 
years without taking out 


and should be allowed to remé 
tralia only on it being conclusi 
that they have been loyal to 
with the Prime Minister that 
war, it was proper to intern th 
suspicion. He likened the acti 
been taken in regard to a 
which’ is taken when. contac’ 


The 
ever, persons who are knov 
who, though recovered fr 
carry infectio 


persons ah showed ‘their d lo 


Rn, aw 
Fn 
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we been a Seebada amount of sub- 
1e0US manipulation in these cases. 
sen stated that it was necessary 
p eertain medical men in Australia, 
cause of their loyalty to this coun- 
because of the professional work 
are able to do, and the special skill 
they possess, That was said regard- 
79 well-known German surgeons, one 
om was recently released. He was 
to Melbourne from Holdsworthy, 
as about to be put on a steamer for 
when, through some influence, he 
t at iiberty, and allowed to practise 
ofession again, Now, the glory ot 
A surgery is its proficiency in that 
branch of which this man is said 
the only skilled exponent in Aus- 
Sir Robert Jones stands 
d as the world’s master of. ort.0- 
surgery, and there are dozens of 
t Australia who, before the war, 
re skill than this German surgeon, 
bres now who, by reason of their 
nce with war casualties, excel him 
_. This man must have been dis- 
r his loyalty must have been seri- 
mspocied ; otherwise he would not 
en inter ned, At an extraordinary 
m Bectine of the New South Wales 
of the British Medical Association, 
f Sydney last week, it was re- 


ta 


RYH 


f there are in existence any legitimate 
0 special reasons, other than Ahose 
- for the continued delay in the re- 
¥ of Max Herz to his Fatherland, the 
fledical Association, New South Wales 
would be glad to be advised of them, 
he may not be the subject of unjust 
should he ultimately succeed in 
r alate 


Yt 


é avoi d 


| “Tha 
4 ‘thos 
‘Tive, 


the 


fair proposal. In justice to 
jongst whom this man is going to 
# in justice to the man himself, 
8 should be put on the table so 
gl know how he stands. 


ARKER MOLONEY (Hume) 
As there remains only a little 
a quarter of an hour for the 
of the debate, and some members 
aay desire to speak, I shall be 
Be csatbio, I notice, with some- 
} ‘satisfaction, the altered attitude 
rime Minister towards the re-. 
‘an inquiry. He says “to-day 
as no serious objection to the 
r an inquiry now made by those 
interned.- I reneney his at- 
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Eade of some months ago, when I intro- 
duced to him a deputation. of returned 
soldiers from a distri ict in my division, 
who approached him in reference to cer- 
tain persons whom they believed to have 
been wrongfully interned. These returned 
men, although they had fought for the 
liberties: of this country, felt that they 
could not support an injustice, and wished 
to hear from the Prime Minister himself 
what were the charges levelled against 
the imternees. 


Mr. Gass.—All honour to them. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—\There 
were three returned men on the deputa- 
tion; but they also presented a petition 
signed by a number of other returned 
soldiers in the district, so that it will be 
seen that this was not a mere hole-and- 
corner affair. At the close of the inter- 
view, aiter the Prime Minister had em- 
phatically refused to make known what 
the charges were, I said to him, “ Am I to 
understand that these men Will have to go ~ 
down to their graves without having made 
known to them the charges alleged against 
them.” He replied that the nature of the 
charges could not be disclosed, and he held 
out no hope that they would ever be made 
known. That being so, I am somewhat 
pleased to find the right honorable gentle- 
man taking up a different attitude to-day. 
At the same time, I am very suspicious 
that his promise of to-day will go the way 
of all others. I do not expect that much 
will come out of it; but will give the 
Prime Minister the benefit of any doubt 
in my mind, in the hope that something 


‘will be dine. 


I shall deal with this question in a 
general way, without mentioning the 
names of individuals. I, have here a eopy 
of a letter addressed to the Minister for 
Defence (Senator Pearce) by a New © 
South Wales solicitor, who was intrusted 
with the cases of some of the internees. 
Tue reply that he received illustrates the 
way in which all these cases have been 
treated. At the head of his letter, this 
solicitor. gave the. names of several in- 
ternees at Holdsworthy Camp, for whom 
he was acting, and wrote— 

- As solicitor for and on behalf of the above 
internees, [ have the honour to request that— 


1.. Detailed particulars and dates of the 
charges wpon which they have been in- 
terned be supplied to them through me. 


re That an inquiry be held patare any civil in the Front 


ot military authority as to the truth 
‘or otherwise of such charges, and that 
they be thus afforded an opportunity of 
being heard, with counsel or attorney, 
in their own defence. ne 
These internees are not alien enemies. My 
clients affirm their innocence, and claim to be 
leyal subjects of His Majesty the King. They 
most respectfully and earnestly ask that you 
will accord them the privilege and opportunity, 
as requested, of asserting and proving their 
imnocence. 


The writer of this letter, Mr. John Wil- 
kinson, who, I need hardly say, is an Aus- 
tralian born, with no enemy blood in his 
veins, appends the following certificate to 
a copy of this defi which I have re- 
ceived— 

I certify the above to be true extracts from 
my letter to the Honorable the Minister for 
Defence of the 8th April, 1918, and that my 
application for details of the charges and the 


granting of an open trial was. abgolutely re- 
fused. 


Senator Pearce’s reply to Mr. Wilkinson’s 
letter was a lengthy one, and I will there- 
fore summarize it. . He stated that it 
would not be in the public interest to 
make known the charges, but that the men 
- concerned might furnish the Department 
with particulars of any distinct act of 
loyalty on their part. In reply to that 
offer, one of the internees, who was a 
councillor, furnished through his solicitor 
to the Department a statement showing 
that, six months before his internment, he 
submitted to the shire council of which he 
was a member the most comprehensive 
scheme ever placed before a municipality 
for helping returned soldiers to settle on 
the land, and that he had invited the coun- 
cil to appeal to farmers in the district to 
make land available for the purpose. He 
offered 100 acres of his own land*free of 
rent for the use of returned soldiers. It 


was suggested by him that others should. 


do the same, and that machinery and 
teams should be supplied to help returned 
men so settled to harvest their crops. He 


also showed that he had taken eh in re-" 


eruiiing. 

Mr. Brennan.—All this was no Una. 
What was wanted was lip-loyalty. — 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—He was 
not a lip-loyalist. Instead of “ flapping 
the flag,” he did practical work. This 


a x man gave distinct cases in which he had 
ba assisted i in recruiting, and showed that he 
had given permission. to his: own son to go 


avail. 


one example of the treatm nt m 
to these men. There are y 
which, if time permitted, I « 
Tn one case an internee pointe 
Defence Department, throug! 
tor, that he had a son at the 
all know that there was a prov 
regulations that no man who ht 
at the Front should b 
even if he were of 
But it took this eae 


he would not eee Neen i 
release was immediately or 
ak that so much time elay 


ing. 


thoes was aus more me it 
all. I agree with the Leader: 
(Mr. Tudor) that throug] 
spirit of vindictiveness wa 
Prime Minister admits: 


not able to view things in 
spective, and ‘there wer 
unfortunate victims of . th 
many cases internees wer 
born of the second generati 
way in which they were trea 
I know some of these me 
inoffensive citizens. A 
said on the occasion of the - 
the Prime Minister to wh 
‘“ One of these men is the m 

man in our district. If you 
him | on the shins he would 
you.” All that we ‘ask 
shall be extended to these 
conceded to even the worst 
country. Even a man who 
act of committing. a murder 
to the gallows without a trial. — 
ask for an. open inquiry. The 

the charges against them 

aaeaihe ae no mans wh 


‘ 


Adjournment (For mayo 


Bie will be prepared to deny 
this. 


lave tried to discuss this matter with- 


s the honorable member for Moreton 
W ienholt) that while I agree with 


lent in robbing some of our Austra- 
orn citizens of their votes, he had 
cellent opportunity, almost. as soon 
entered this House, of showing, in 
ost emphatic way, his contempt for 
vernment. He had an opportunity 
@ to remove them from office, but 
S occasion he crossed over and voted 
é his own party to keep the Govern- 
where they are. -I shall not occupy 
mil time, because I know that the 
horgable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gre y) desires to speak in the few 
mir § remaining for the comsideration 
of | | question; but I shall expect the 
Pa Minister to honour his promise. 


GREGORY (Dampier) [12.55].— 


While the war-was on many mis- 
vere doubtless made. It is quite 
3 that many persons were arrested 
icion, or upon information given in 
1¢ e by different people. Such cases 
cur in war time, and it would be 
By wrong for the Government to 
| inquiry into the reasons which 
1 Pthe Minister in regard to many 
internments. I am satisfied that 
ersons must have been unjustly 
, but during a war such as that 
which we have just passed some 
iS are sure to occur. It is time, 
that we got back-to the condi- 
at prevailed before the war. I 
content to leave our civil rights 
ivil rights of any of our people in 


by of the Government, as soon as 

to take from the ‘Defence De- 
the control of all these matters, 
put them under the control of 
le Department of Home and Ter- 
r the Attorney-General’s Depart- 
3 any of these people at a time 
isis committed an offence against 
btry, they should have been 
b before now. 


PovNTON. —Can the honorable 

00 int to any part of the world 

br ing the war, internees were 
fal ? 


(30. hae 1920.] 


my display of heat, but I desire to © 


rotest against the action of the Go- 


‘have ample time to express. my 


ls of the Defence Department. It , 
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‘Mr, GREGORY. —I am ay point- 
ing out that by this time those who have 
‘been interned ought to know exactly 
where they stand. It is idle to talk about 
the clemency that has been displayed. I 
brought before the Government the case 
of two Australian girls, the daughters of 
a respected resident of Fremantle, who | 
had a son fighting at the Front.. In pre- — 
war days, when we were at peace with 
Germany, and the Germans were our 
friends, the girls married two naturalized 
Germans. 


Mr. Poyrnton.—Did I not fix up that 
case for the lonorable member ? 


Mr. GREGORY.—The honorable gen- 
tleman helped us very considerably. The 
Australian Government ultimately gave a 
passport to one of these girls and her hus- 
band to go to Fiji; but, unfortunately, 
on arrival they were not allowed to land. 
They were hunted by a mob, their pass- 
port was taken from them, and they were 
even refused permission to return to Aus- 
tralia. Action was taken to enable them 
to come back here, and I understand the 
husband is being deported to Switzer- 
land. A. decided effort was made 
by the Defence Department to de- 
naturalize’ many Germans who had 
secured naturalization papers. In one 
case a friend of my own, with a splendid 
record of twenty years as a naturalized 
British subject, was interned. It may be 
that he was properly interned, but he 
and all others who have been dealt with 
in this way should know the charges made 
against them. If there is any charge 
against them it should be dealt with imme-~ 


‘diately. If there 3 is not, then they should 


be no longer left with the suspicion hang- 
ing over their heads. It is time that the 
Government determined to deal promptly 
with these matters. Where offences have 
been committed, I hope that punishment 
will 'be meted out. 


Sir Rosert Best.—There must be pub- 
lic inquiry. 


Mr. GREGORY.—We must have 32 
public inquiry in regard to these cases, 
which have not yet been “ finalized,’ if 
further punishment-is desired. 


Debate 
order 119. 


7 i 
interrupted under standing 


Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.16 p.m. 


NAV. AL CADETSHIPS. 


Me: HIGGS asked the Minister for the: Coen, and ‘ine amounts ¢ 
oN avy, upon notice— — eae ashe Bes, pe £2,900. 

1. Whether it is true that Foineeie eaaee! canal ., 2 pony oe 
ships in the Royal Australian Navy were Lies ani: West rail me 
allotted to each State of the seams i stein in 4) ol 
proportion to population? 

2. Whether it is true that last year not one 
Queensland boy received a cadetship? 

3. If so, what is the explanation? | 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answers 
to the honorable member’ s questions are Mr. MARR asked the Pr 16 
as follow: ; wpon notice— . 


1. Yes. The system was abandoned — in 1915, 1. Whether it is a tack phair tu 
and since then the selection has been made on temporarily employed at Ga 
a Commonwealth basis, which insures that the Cockatoo Island, Sydney, did 
best material shall be ‘obtained, irrespective of ment for Anzac Day? 
State boundaries. 2. If such is the case, aoe t 

2 and 3. There were only four applications sider this fair treatment of the 
from Queensland in 1919, although particulars Mr. HUGHES.—I shall He 
of the examination had been sent to all schools 
(public and private), and advertised in the made in the matter. 
press. Of the applicants, three failed educa- . 
tionally, and ene wa selected for appointment 
as a cadet midshipman. 


: pote La 
WILLIS ISLANDS. upon nolice— 
ie: Whether | he will allow the hon 
MerzoroLoaicaL AND WIRELESS _ for Angas an opportunity ¢ 
STATIONS, — | whole of the papers in conne 


ing of the Tanunda Club? 


Mr. HIGGS asked the Minister ex Mr. HUGHES.—No. 


Home and Territories, upon notice— 


Whether, in view of the dangers. and losses . 7 WA ORAS 
caused by want of knowledge of cyclone dis- EXPORT OF STU 
turbances between Rockhampton and Cairns, Mr. FLEMING (for 


the Minister will take th 

establish a bua ap pp inh oehce Lamon) asked the Primi 
with wireless apparatus, on the Willis group of notice— 
islands, about 275 miles from Townsville? cats steps ea} ee ties 
Mr. POYNTON.—This matter is export from Australia of stu 
being considered in connexion with the tries which may become ser: 
| preparation of the Estimates for next in, he week maw eRe 
financial year. , Mr. HUGHES Sra toe 
| eT Cy obtained as to the exten 
RAIN-STIMULATION | rams have been exported, — 
ss EXPERIMENTS. | the Government may be abl 
= Mr. FENTON (for Dr) Maconey)) “221, f any, stops need sai 

asked the Minister for Works and Reail-; Prowect, the momipiaye: of Aust 
ways, upon notice—_ ie ce it 
hig Yo 1s.Mr, Balsillie in the Commonwealth Ser- ik ECIAL. AMS ont 


vice 


2. If so, what salary does he receive? i 
ie 3, Are $id ra tis experiments made at the. cost That the oie) ‘ei its: risi 
| 0f the Commonwealth Government?. ‘Tuesday next, at 3 Pe m, 


4. If so, what is the total cost to date? 


o Mr GROOM. —The answers to the 
honorable member's. cuiatary, are as Fok: 
low :— . 
od and 2. Mr, Balsillie is not an abipar A the 
eee Serge cies any does _ not receive 


te 


~ ieee pane ae 
reported, transmitting 
Estimates of Expendit 
! - mentary Estima es of | 
teas On Bee ae a N ON Works, 


Seite 


FoR hoa 


Australian Soldiers) 
yearns ‘ended the 30th June, 1918, 
~ 30th June, 1919, respectively. 
dered to be printed, and referred to 
mittee of Supply. 

TALID AND OLD-AGE PENSIONS 
_ APPROPRIATION BILL. 
lessage recommending appropriation 
4 rted. 
R PENSIONS APPROPRIATION 
eae sit 

‘sage recommending appropriation 
tted. 

f PASSPORTS BILL. 

ll received from the Senate, and (on 
m by. Mr. Poynron) read a. first 


| IMMIGRATION BILL. 
I received from the Senate, and (on 
m by Mr. Poynton) read a first 


| STRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE 
BN TEENS FUNDS BILL. 
psage received from the Senate, in- 
ng that it had agreed to the amend- 
u made by the House of Represen- 


3 PAPERS. . 

s following papers were presented :— 
gal Report on Papua, 1918-19. 

ial Report of the Australian Institute 
a Medicine, 1919. 

ered to be printed. 
AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS’ 
REPATRIATION BIULL. 


omimitice (Consideration of Sen- 
hessage) : 
ase 10— 
et to this Act, the inalterd of the 
eon first appointed under this Act 


of 


vat 


1) 
¥ Co 


» eligible for re- appointment, 

i" Of Representatwes’ Amendment.— 
a “‘five” and insert “three”. 

s Message. —Amendment. disagreed to. 
POYNTON (Grey—Assistant Min- 
[2.25].—It is the intention of the 
ment to ask the House not to In- 
mn this amendment. The Senate 
ait for the same reasons as I 
ae the amendment was moved, 
ft . 


vee 


“180 Apri, 1920. os 


ld office for the term of five years, and’ 


given vocational 
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nel that the reduction of the A ssa 
from five to three years would limit the 
scope of selection. Honorable members 
will recollect that I most reluctantly | 
allowed the amendment to be made. The 
commissionerships will be very important 
positions, and in filling, them we should 
have the widest possible selection in order 
that we may get the most capable men. 

Mr. Jamps Pace——Does not the same 
argument apply to members of Parha- 
ment, who are elected only for three. 
years? 

Mr. ‘POYNTON.—Not to the same 
extent. No three men in this House 
have the disposal of the same amount of 
money as will pass through the hands of 
the three Commissioners. 

Mr. James Pace. 
of pounds annually. 

Mr. POYNTON.—That responsibility 
is Shared by the whole seventy-five mem- 
bers, but there will be only three Com-. 
missioners, and it would be a mistake to 
limit the field of selection by shortening 
the period of appointment. I therefore 
move—-. 

That the amendment be not insisted on. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [2.28].—The 
Committee agreed to this . amendment 
without a division. 

Mr. Larry Smrru.—Because the Min- 
ister said that the numbers were against 
him. 

Mr. TUDOR—The Government ac- 
cepted the amendment, and it was carried 
on the voices, but apparently when ‘the 


vote mullions 


numbers are against the Government in 
this House it is easy for them to get their 


representative in another place:to move 
that the amendment be not accepted. 
That was done in connexion with this 
amendment. Evidently the Minister was 


not sincere when he accepted the amend- 
ment in this Chamber. 
a suiiciently long period for the appoint- 


Three years is 


ment. Except for the administration of 
the war pensions, the work of the Re- 
patriation Department is drawing to a 
close. 
(Senator Millen) has said.on more than ~ 
one occasion that the work of his Depart- 
ment is approaching its end. With the 


exception of about 14,000 or 15,000 men 
call of -our soldiers have -returned to Aus- 


are being 
sustenance 


them 
training, 


tralia. Many of 
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allowance, and.assistance in other ways 
which must soon come to an. end. 
It is estimated by those who are in the 
best position to know that two years will 
be sufficient for the vocational training 


of these men in various industries, hee 


cause it does not mean a long apprentice- 
ship as, for instance, to engineering. I 
do not say the men are more receptive at 
the ages at which they have arrived, but 
they are more likely to persevere than 
‘are boys. who are just leaving school. 
Under the circumstances, I see no neceés- 


sity for the appointment of the Commis-~ 


_ ston for five years. The honorable mem- 
ber for East Sydney (Mr. West) suggests 
that if we reject the amendment it will 
mean a double dissolution, but that would 
not be possible under section 57 of the 
Constitution; at any rate, if the Govern- 
ment desired a double dissolution, they 
would select a more important question 
than this. The reason given’ for the in- 
clusion of the Pensions Department 
under the Repatriation administration 
was that the arrangement in three years 
could be reviewed, and [I tLelieve that 
influenced the voting of honorable mem- 
bers on the point.. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield) 
[2.32].—I agree with the Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) in his objection 
to the proposal of the Government. I 
am more convinced than ever that our 
best interests can be served by limiting 
the period to three years. 
agdinst building up any new Department. 
I have learned unofficially from soldiers 
outside that the idea is not that of the 
Government, but is urged by the returned 
soldiers, and the Government, therefore, 
cannot advance the contention that they 
themselves believe that it is essential to 
proper administration. If the informa- 
tion I have received is not correct, let the 
Government say so. I contend that what 
is intended is merely a buffer between. the 
Government and those whe are objecting 
to certain action in the administration. 
I can easily conceive that if the sugges- 
tion were submitted by the soldiers it 
would be acceptable ‘from a Ministerial 
point of view, especially from the point 
of view of the Minister in charge of the 
Department. . However, my objection is 


to the creation of new ‘Departments that - 


are not absolutely essential, and I have 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Repatriation Bi 


IT am dead ‘ 


‘ 


heard nothing to convince mé - 
proposed change is in the inte 
efficiency. * 
Mr. MeWILLIAMS (Prandin) 
—I move— 
That the following words be ‘aadean 


is amended by inserting the word 
after the word ‘ three’ 


The speech of the oral mem nl 
Wakefield St Richard Pose 


whole pra, before us ig absol 
ridiculous, and had I been present 
this Bill was considered in Con 
I should have moved:an a 
to express my view. Ta ; 
the pensions work is already c 
pleted, and if there is one sati 
feature in connexion with the yf 
made for returned soldiers it is t 
ner in which that work has” 
by the existing Department, ~ 
of that Department is fuily or; 
déal with old-age and invalid: 
and experience has shown th 
thoroughly competent for the 
connexion with the soldiers. This “«“prk — 
the Department has ‘been domg quiite 
satisfactorily for four years; and now, 
when about nine-tenths of it has been com= 
pleted, it is proposed to create a new [ie 
partment to do the “ washing” up.” 
object in moving the amendment ish te 4 
have the work continued as in» the past. 
There is not an honorable men , 
even amongst the new members— ee 
not had these matters brought: under his eS 
notice; and I challenge any ome to say 
that as much satisfaction has not been it 
found with the Pensions Department ‘as 
with any branch of the Repatriation ad- 
ministration or of the military service. 
My desire is to test the feeling of the 
House as to whether a new Department en 
should be created. a: 7 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Dov Ts- why 
ister for Works and. Railways) nr, 44 oa 
I should like to remind the’ honorable - Be 
member for Franklin (Mr. MeWilliams) | a 
exactly where we stand in relation + to the 
Bill. In the early stages of the measure ~ 
the question arose as to what oe ie 


constituted the Commission as ( mil 
tion; it was provided that the members 
should be appointed for a period of | ye a 
years, at the ain a of ee h another 


at} aie e he 
PST ARM SG, ee 
a 
u ae l Niger 
DS SE ED AL EI I a na | nn \ 
; aah viel 


By, 
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Pof men ee Ke apeoed fad $0 
We discussed very fully whether the 
xd of office should be five years or 
s years. The House decided there 
ld be three Commissioners, but the 
b at issue now is whether their term 
r pointment shall be for three years 
ve years. We have to realize that, 
mgh a great amount of repatriation 


will be charged with the discharge 
ey functions for a long time to 


E Bron arp Fostrr.—What are they? 
OOM .—The granting of assist- 
0 the widows, children, and. other 
ae of deceased soldiets, provid- 
nedical attendance for all those sol- 
whose illnesses may recur up to ten 
teen years hence, and the care of 
rs who may be in consumptive 
, hostels, and other institutions. 

» MoWiriramMs.—That means a new 
iment. : 

GROOM.—It does not; it means 
ming the existing functions of the 


sire of honorable meuher is that 
Bicy should stand up to its obliga- 


'Ricuarp Fosrer.—Absolutely. 

GROOM.—That being so, now*is 
me when we should lay down per- 
tly the basis of our policy. The 


s honorable member for Franklin 
SW illiams) now cuts clean across 
sue. The point he refers to was 
honorable member for 


“by the 
H (Mr. Parker Moloney), and we 
best vote on it. 


Ryan.—But that does not neces- 
eeyent it being raised again if it 
in the Sanding Orders. 
GROOM.—No, but there ought to 
@ finality. 

Ricuarp losrrr. The Committee 
ed against the creation of another 
lent “Department. 

GROOM. —The Committee must 
ed by its actions. 

Hitt.—The Sonate hos brought 
2 trouble on you. 

JROOM.—No; but the honorable 
- for Peanklin. now wants the 
ee to go back upon its tracks. 


is 


) MATER oa me 4 tT 4 
a gp Ra Re RY aN} BA 
OU ae we. ¥) he Ds : ath id 
ai ed, rita a 
4 + 
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has been done already, the Commis- 


ation Commission, and I feel*sure | 


at issue between the House of Re-- 
tatives and the Senate is the term, 


s the issue that the transfer of 


/ 


Repatriation Bill. 1696 
certain functions will mean the creation 
of a new Department; but we have 
already incorporated the whole of the 
pensions clauses as part and iN Bi of the 
Bill. 

*Mr, Ritny.—A course atneh we pro- 
tested against. 


Mr. GROOM. — The Repatriation 


Commission therefore will be an adminis- 


trative, not merely an advisory, body; 


and it is very desirable, to achieve 
the best results, that the tenure of 
the personnel should be secure, because 
experience’ gained over a longer term 
of years in dealing with ¢gomplicated 
cases will enable the head of the 
Department to become practically a re- 
pository of information in. connexion 
with the cases that may come. before the 
Commission. A new Department will 
not be created. The magistrates who to- 
day are dealing with these matters will 
go over to the Repatriation Department, 
but of necessity the Deputy Com- 
missioners will give way to the State 
Boards. For administrative reasons 
five years would be preferable to a term 
of three years, because the Commission 
will be dealing with large sums of money, 
and it is advisable that we should get the 
very best men available for the work. 
The Commissioners, when appointed, will 
be disqualified from carrying on any 
‘private calling. We want to secure the 
best men available, but if we accept a 
limitation of three years we shall, by so 
doing, limit our choice. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer—Rather that 
than that we should build up new Depart- 
ments. 

Mr. GROOM.—That point of view is 
based upon an entire misconception. 
What is intended is that there shall be 
merely a transfer of officers from one De- 
partment to another. Keturned soldiers 


have had considerable experience in get- 


ting their varied wants attended to, and 
surely they are fairly competent judges 
of the advisableness of concentrating all 


this work in one Department. 


Mr. Ryan.—If the amendment of the 
honorable member for Franklin is ear- 
ried, will the effect be to limit the ap- 
pointment of the Commissioners abso- 
lutely to three, months? 


Mr. GROOM.—That is so. ‘Of course, . 
I recognise that the amendment is, in 


=) 


ee) ae te 
H u 

" a 
i i 
me) hee . 


cee os an as 


effect, a test question, seeing that on th 
face of it the honorable member’s sug- 
gestion is really impracticable. 

Mr. McWrttirams. — I moved the 
amendment solely as a test question. If 
the words proposed by myself are added, 
I take it that the Government. would drop 
this provision altogether. : 

Mr. GROOM.—It would have to 
‘drop the measure. The idea of the 
honorable member is to prevent the 


Repatriation Department from dealing 


with pensions at all, The issue between 
the Senate and this Chamber is another 
matter, and is confined to the tenure of 
the Commissioners in office. The amend- 
ment of the honorable member for Frank- 
lin would, in effect, re-open the whole 
Bill’ regarding an. essential principle. I 
ask the Committee to reject the amend- 
- ment, and to stand by the proposals of 

‘the Government. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—I desire to 
raise a point of order. The amendment 
’ of the honorable member for Franklin is 
to limit the tenure of office to three 
months. I ask for a ruling whether it 
is competent for this Committee to so 
materially alter its own previous decision. 
If the amendment is agreed to the Bill 
will be virtually destroyed. In those cir- 
cumstances, is the amendment in order? 

Mr. 
order- 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr, Atkinson).—I do not want to hear 
the honorable member. I am quite satis- 
fied that, under standing order 202, the 
amendment is in order. 


Mr. BELL (Darwin) [3.1].—The Min- 


ister has explained that there is to be no 


duplication of Departments or creation 
of new Departments. To limit the 
appointment of Commissioners to three 
years, if the, work of | the . De- 
partment were likely to be .prac- 


tically ended within that period, would ° 


be satisfactory; hnd, of course, the Com- 
missioners, if necessary, 
_ appointed. » The only objection raised 
by the Cou sentauat to the term being 
made three. years, rather than five, is 

that the shorter period would limit the 
choice.’ I think the Government will be 
able to make a selection from very many 
competent men, who would-be willing to 
serve, even althoug eh the term might be 
\thiree years.  F have all along strongly 
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at the honorable member fo 


McWiuttiams.—Qn the point of. 


could be re- 


attacking a vital principle of 


already affirmed. 


Department should be brough 


control of the Repatriation G 


My only regret ig that the p 
Commission is limited in that it 
control the. matters of war se 
and soldiers’ settlements. That 
objection to the Bill. I am 


having proposed his gileee 
as I can recall, there was no hi 
part of honorable members of ¢ 
of the principles underlyin 
when it was originally consid 
chamber. The object of th 
member now, obviously, is to d 
Bill. Of course, I do not inte 
port him; neither do I favou “i 
tion of office to three years. — 
Mr. RYAN (West Py neyd 


this Committee, when honoralt 
were originally’ considering 
opinion was divided on 


i placed under the control 
missioners or retained as at ] 
decision was arrived at, al 
amendment of the honorable ; 
Franklin seeks to limit the t 
Commissioners, in respect of 
to a period of three moi 
functions cover more than the ac 
tion of pensions, the question 
the Committee was tested b 
functions of the Commissione 
wider, and the Minister has 
some of them. I do not reco 
orable member for Franklin 
liams) testing this qhertiong 
mittee previously. ‘ 
Mr. McWurz1ams.—I was A 
Mr, RY AN.—The effect of ¢ 
amendment he has moved 
demn the appointment of Com 
altogether. Is that. what 
nember wants? Does he 
vent the appointment of (¢ 
altogether ? 
Mr. McWint1ams.—Yes: 
under the control of the exl 
ments. 
Mr. RYAN—If vie be 
orable member, by: his am 


Mr. Groom. ~ Which the 
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PRY ANSE appears to me re- 
fi: that no opportunity was taken 
| the Bill was previously under con- 
ation in Committee, to move in the 
fion in which this amendment goes. 
2 is a clear issue as to hiether the 
intments should be for five years or 
years. The Government previously 
bed a proposal to make the term 
| years. Now, the Minister has 
@ reason why they should go back 
at acceptance. I understand that 
ason why the Government accepted 
: ee years’ term before was a very 
+ reason—the fact that the numbers 
against them. JI can understand 
Wwerful persuasion of numbers in a 
on of this kind. Perhaps the Min- 
isf#will inform me, by interjection, 
wh he feels that the numbers are 
wiffim on this occasion. | 

Poynton.—We shall soon see. 


RYAN.—Whatever the result of 
ing on this amendment may be, I 
mat we shall still have preserved to 
might to decide whether the term 
8 af the Commissioners shall be 
its or three years. 
Pork MPORARY CHATRMAN 
tkinson ).—The question I put to 
m Imitice was only the amendment 
iby the honorable member for 
a (Mr. McWilliams).. The other 
n may come up for consideration 
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PYAN. —The am ondundes is more 
bing than that which was moved 
e Bill was prev iously before us in 
pe. 


Miiirecs. _tf this amendment is car- 

abled Fshall have an opportunity to de- 

‘eide y whether the term of office shall 
be fi jonths or three months. 
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YAN.—I quite understand that 
ne endment is carried it will destroy 
I wish it to be made clear that 
“the effect of the voting on the 
mt may be, we shall still be in a 
io ‘divide on the question of whe- 
ferm shall be five years or three 


. gs.——I do not think we ait H 


dment is carried. 


mn to honorable members that 
Bill was under consideration 1 in 


[30 eh, 1920. 1 


MANCIS (Henty) [8.8] wate is 
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Committee before, I voted for an amend- 
ment providing that the Pensions Depart- 
ment should not be transferred to the con- 
trol of the Repatriation Commission. I 
wish to be consistent; but, unused to the 
procedure of Parliament, 1 am somewhat 
confused as to the effect of the amend- 
ment now before the Committee. Il be- 
lieve that the administration of the Pen- 
sions Department should be left where it 
is, and the Repatriation Commission 
should be confined to the administration 
of matters connected solely with repatria- 
tion. Whether the word “months” 1s 
substituted for the word “years” or not, 
I cannot see that the result would be to 
in any way alter the provision with re- 
spect to the administration of the Pen- 
sions Department included in the Bill. If 
the amendment is intended to secure the 
abolition of the Repatriation Commis- 
sion, that is quite a different matter. 

Mr. MoWirtrams.—That is the object 
of the amendment. : 


Mr. FRANCIS.—Then the question of 


the transfer of the Pensions Department 


to the Repatriation Commission does not 
arise under the amendment, which is in- 
tended practically to prevent the appoint- 
ment of the Commission. 

Mr. Ryan.—The administration of the | 
Pensions Department comes into the mat- 
ter, as well as a number of other things. 

Mr. FRANCIS.—1I take it that if the 
Commission is not to be appointed, there 
will practically be no Repatriation Bull. 
I should like to be advised by some older 
parliamentarian present as to the effect 
of voting for the amendment. 

"Mr. Poynron.—We could not have a 
Commission, the members of which had 
to be appointed every three months. 

Mr. FRANCIS.—I wish to understand 
whether, in voting for the amendment, we 
shall be voting to prevent the transfer of | 
the Pensions Department to the control of 
the Repatriation Commission, or to pre- 
vent the appointment of any Repatriation 
Commission at all. If the honorable 
member for Franklin will answer that 
question, I shall better know how to cast 
my vote. 

Mr. Maxwetu.—The intention of the 
amendment 1s, without a doubt, to prevent 
the appointment of the Repatriation Com- 


- mission. 
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Mr. FRANCIS.—And has nothing to 


dc with the control of the Pensions De- : 


partment? 
Mr. Srory.—The honorable member 
for Franklin says the intention is to 


destroy the Repatriation Commission. 


Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [3.12]— 
When this Bill was under consideration in 
Committee on the last occasion, whilst I 
did not like the idea of transferring the 
Pensions Department to the Repatriation 
Commission, I knew that this measure 
provided for benefits which are not pro- 
vided for under the existing Act. I am 
not disposed to vote for the amendment 
submitted by the Leader of the Corner 
party (Mr. MeWillhams), when to do so 
may be to lose benefits which returned 
soldiers may derive under this Bill. I 
‘am prepared to vote for a term of three 
years, as against five years for the mem- 
bers of the Repatriation Commission ; but 
IT am not prepared to cast a vote which 
would deprive many soldiers of benefits 


under this Bill which are not provided’ 


for under the existing law. In this mea- 
sure, provision is made for increased pen- 
sions, and it includes people excluded from 
benefits under. the existing law. The Min- 
ister for Works and Railways (Mr. 
Groom) asks what will happen to the 
women and children; but they will be 
looked after. He says we have to keep 
up hospitals, but they would be kept up 
whether this Bill were passed or not. He 
asks, “What about the consumptive 
patients; how are they to be dealt with?” 
Are they not being dealt with now? Un- 
less the Government have some better 
arguments than have ‘been put up against 
the amendment so far, they have a very 
bad case. This Houks should be careful 


to retain control of: the appointment of 


the Commissioners, and if we appoint 
them only for three years, we can re-ap- 
point them if they prove worthy, and if 
their services are still further required. 
I contend that their work should be done 
in three years, and the various existing 
Departments should continue to carry on 
their work as they, are doing now. 
If we create a new Department for five 
years, we are setting.up a very expen- 
sive system at a time when expenditure 
ought to be curtailed. I hope that the 
Comumittee will have the opportunity of 


¢ 
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taking a direct vote upon t 
of whether the appointment 0 
missioners shall be for five ye 
years, and I trust that hono 
bers will adhere to their p 
cision to limit the period tov 


Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowpe: 
When this question was deal 
viously, on the amendment of 
able member for Wannon + 
period of appointment to three 
argument put forward was 
powers conferred upon the 
Commissioners by the Bill w 
limited in point of time, an 
no need for the appointment o 
sioners for a longer period 
years. Honorable members had 
to a determination upon the 
out being bikes to eure cons 


ee term of appointment; 
connexion Ministers conten 
administration of pensions 
trusted to the Commission, 
tional duties were not given t 
large extent there would he 
tion for its appointment. Ity 
out by an honorable me 
the Ministerial side of the” 
the existing Repatriation — 
administration was capa i 
udy und 
Ae ek and that Tinléds addi 1al powers 
were given to the OCommissi¢ | 
corporating in the Bill — 
which the Committee will 
in a few moments, namely, 
of assistance to co-operati 
of returned soldiers, there 
solutely no reason for the 


ministration gf repatriati 
have had considerable p 
ledge and experience 0 
work in country districts, ¢ 

that, to a large extent, th 
tion of this class of work: 
been done. As I showed a fo 
if the Commonwealth had 
trol of the moneys hande “ 
States in °connexion with 3 
and if the Repatriation Cor 
clothed. with authority to t I 
handling of that hes 
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rs would be provided with occupa- 
for a lifetime; but in the present 
imstances there is no necessity what- 
Yor the appointment of a new Com- 
lon with powers so limited as they 
been by the Government. 

HIGGS (Capricornia) [3.19]— 
shonorable member for Franklin 
McWilliams) has up to the present 
;a_most excellent showing as Leader 
e Country party; but I hardly think 
alizes that if his amendment is car- 
the work of repatriation will be held 
yr a considerable time, because no 
@rmment can afford to permit its Bill 
Waemade ridiculous, as it would appear 
pif the word which the honorable . 
er wishes to have inserted in the 
cffe is placed there. If the Committee 
igs ov its original amendment, the 
c 5 will read— 


sion first appointed under this Act 
‘old office for the term of three years, 
all be eligible for re-appointment. 


he honorable. member wishes the 
to provide that the Commissioners 
“he appointed for three months 


MoWrt1aMms. —Yes; on the un- 
ading that no Commission will be 
ted. : 

HIGGS.—1 think the Chairman, - 
desired to be very strict, might, 
the Standing Orders, declare that 
hendment comes under the cate- 
f. frivolous amendments, because, 
che honorable member for Prank 
ously intends to wreck the Bill, he 
ved a frivolous amendment. 
‘MoWirr1aMs. — Tt would not 
the Bill if the Commission were 
pointed. 
i TGGS.—The Minister declares 
‘the honorable member’s amend- 


me 


respecting Ministry could allow 
Bivendment to be carried. J am 
ticular whether the period of the 
ment of the Commissioners is 
ars or five years. The point is 
ial enough to hold up the Bull. 
finister says that he is willing to 
ith the attitude of another place 
epared to support him i in fixing 
od at five years. 
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ect to this Act, the members of the 


3 carried it will wreck the Bill. 
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Mr, FENTON Chari mony) [3.22]. 
—Surely it is competent for a Committee 
of this House to give instructions to the 
Government on occasions. We may be 
practically unanimous in regard to a 
certain course of procedure, and ought 
to be in a position to exercise our judg- 
ment in that, direction. The object of 
the amendment is to give an instruction 
to the Ministry to avoid the creation of 
a new Department, which may make 
greater demands upon the public purse, 
and to draft the measure on lines: that 
will enable the work of repatriation to 
be conducted as it has’ been in the past. 
From every quarter we haye had the in- 
formation that the task of the Adminis- 
tration in the matter of repatriation 1s, 
in most aspects, coming to an ead; but 
that only seems to be an incentive to this 

“economy” Government to establish a 
“new Department. I support the amend- 
ment, because I am opposed to the Go- 
vernment creating expensive machinery 
which is quite unnecessary. 


Mr. Latrrp Smrra.—The honorable 


‘member wishes to wreck the Bill. 


Mr. FENTON .—That is not so. If 


the amendment is accepted, it will simply 


be an instruction, to the Government 
to bring in a Bill in accordance with the 
wishes of the Committee. All the bene- 
fits given by the Bill will remain, but 
they will be administered differently. 
Evidently the Government are too prone 
to spend public money, because they 
grasp at the opportunity given to them 
to do so by a Chamber that has no. con- 
trol of the public purse. We are the 
people who are responsible to our con- 
stituencies for the expenditure of public . 
moneys, and we ought to guard the public 
purse jealously. The Government delight 
in ruthlessly scattering public money, and 
T- hope the country will realize that when 
we provided that the Commissioners were 
to be appointed for a term of three years 
instead of five we were taking a step in 
the right direction. 

Dr. Matonny.—The Senate was counted 
out to-day. 

Mr. FENTON.—I do not think that 
we should take much notice of the Senate. 

Mr. Poynron.—Let us take a division. 

Mr. FENTON.—I am prepared to as- 
sist in that direction, but I must answer 
the extraordinary statement of the Min- 
ister, that by carrying the amendment we 
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to extend their term. 
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Plt be depriving the soldiers if he fens 
_ fits that would accrue to them. It is a 
 tiost crucl and uiifair statement, and is. 


not in accordance with fact, because no 
Government would be prepared, even if 
the amendment were carried, to drop 
the Bill and thus deprive those who are to 
benefit. I shall vote for the amendment 
in the hope that it will be carried, because 
I believe the Repatriation Department 
will proceed smoothly under the old 
régime, and that it is altogether unneces- 
‘sary to create another Department. 

‘Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [3.27]—I 
ain glad to be able to take this opportunity 
of assisting the Government to carry out 
at least one of their pledges, if it means 
the establishment of a triburial on which 
the soldiers will be represented. If the 
aniendment is carried and the Commis- 
sion dispensed with, I,do not see how the 
Goyernnient can carry out their pledges. 
J therefore, with great pleasure, support 
the Government ott this occasion. 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[3.28|—The Government are submitting 
two amendments made in another place, 
and if this House agrees to delete the pro- 
vision relating to co-operative concerns 


there is uo need for the appointment of 


a Commission: If the ainéndment of the 
honorable member for Franklin . (Mr. 
MeWilliams) is carried, the Goveriment 
have threatened to drop the Bill alto- 
gether, and carry out the pensions work 
by the present Department, aud the other 
work by the Repatriation Department, by 
granting that body extended powers. 1 
believe that such'a proposal would meet 
_ with the approval of the majority of the 
members of this House if the whip. is 
not cracked. [am surprised that the Go- 
vernment allowed their colleagues in an- 
other place to submit these two amend- 
ments to this House. One provides that 
. the Commissioners shall be appointed for 
aderm of five years, instead of. three, but 


a _ the Government know that by, deleting . 


the provision relating to vo-operative con- 

oes the work of the Commissioners will 
be so reduced that there will be no need 
The whole thing 
is a farce, and I am in favour of the 
work being earried on by the prese 


_ Department with extended powers, if 


necessary. 


Mt. WEST (Bast Sydney) [3.30] 


¢ ‘ The platisible lay of Re Saecgi for 


delivered by a Meatbor'« of th 
and that is saying a good 
believe that the amendme: 
another place would be ac 
returned soldiers in this Ohe 
have formed a union, and 
that the Government will 
their wishes if they are to ha 
port. 1. draw  shonorab 
attention, however, th 
sderer: or” -dater 


a 


and any 
regards 6: seriousness of. 
is not fit to be a member o 
As I have stated previously 
attempt to create a new Depe 
its cost will exceed all ex 
honorable members only re 
penditure that is likely to - 
they would not be so anxion 
reasute of this character. 
Bill as it left this Chambe: 
the Commissioners were t 
for three years, there is 1 
measure to pfevent the 
appointed for a further peri 
see why the taxpayers shoul 
volved in further unnecess 
ture. Our war debt has 
and it mist not be regar 
petual habiiity. 
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parting from the. questio 
Conunltion. : 

Mr. WEST.—I am merek 
tention to the indebtedness: 
monwealth, and the fact the 
of new Departments invo 
ther. I believe 1 am doi 
porting the honorable mem 
lin, because the whole of #1 
posed under this Bill can } 
by existing Departmients, 
that twenty-one additional : 
Will have to be made. 
soldier meiubers of this 
formed themselves into an 
they are likely to stand by 
the pyenene _ Sailors: | 


the Bal is wee it wil be a ‘ 
ment i Nee ats of Hie 30 


rs. § 6To ka amy pore tae. 1 Aspe 
to vote with the honorable member: 
Franklin. ‘In public life one must 
ys -be consistent. Then he. will be 
ciated, even though he may make 
kes. But ii, ‘appeal to young mem- 
a ot to think only of popularity. A 
orator onee said that when the mul- 
7 applauded him he felt that he had 
pa mistake, I hope that the Com- 
e will not give way to the Senate 1 in 
‘ atter. ! 
stion—That “ihe marae ‘months ” 
sed to be inserted be so inserted 
) McWrrriams? amendment )—put. 
jorumittee divided. 
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ion so resolved in the negative. 
Hdment negatived. 

RODGERS. (Wannon) 13. 46 |.— 
se, as the mover of the amend- 
stand by the three-years term. I 
ress my surprise that the Minis- 
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ter in charge of the Bill in another place 


has not taken the cue from the Minister 
in charge here, who so accurately sensed 
the feeling of the Committee at the time, 
that he did not test the matter by a 
division. I am sure that honorable mem- 
bers are strongly of the opinion that the 


House of Representatives is the guardian 


of the finances of this country. It is 
faced with the rejection of what amounts 
to a financial provision, or to a financial 
control regulation. 


Mr. Tupor. Chen it ont not have 
originated in the Senate, if that is so. 


Mr, RODGERS.—It is surprising to 
me that the general tact and wisdom of 
the Minister in another place did not lead 
him to see that this House will not sur- 
render to another Chamber its rights so 
far as the eontrol of the finances is con- 
cerned. Another place should .be re 
minded that this Chamber is primarily 
responsible for the finances. 


Motion—That the Committee does not 
msist on the amendment—negatived; 
amendment insisted on. 


House of Representatives’ Amendment.—In- 
sert the followmg new clause:—* 474. The Com- 
mission shall, subject to the approval of the 
Minister, have power to assist soldiers in estab- 
lishing industries on a co-operative basis, such 
industries to include the manufacture of ‘boots, 
woollen goods, and clothing, tanning, wool- 
scouring, fellmongering (and ' kindred indus- 
tries), saw-milling, and other _enterprises.”’ 

Senate's Message-——Amendment disagreed to. 


Motion (by Mr. Poynron) proposed— 

That the amendment be not insisted on. 

Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [3.50].— 
The amendment, as moved by the honor- 
able member for Echuca (Mr. Hill), con- 
tains the germ of a great idea, and I 


regret that the Senate has rejected it. I 


propose to move an amendment as an 
alternative to the clause as adopted here. 
There is no doubt that to lend money in- 
discriminately to any group of men who 
care to commence an industry, such as 
bootmaking, saw-milling, or any other co- 
operative enterprise of that kind, might 
land the Government in very serious 
financial loss. 

Mr. Rirry.—Money is not_to be lent 
indiscriminately. : 

Mr. HIGGS.—It is true that the clause 
contains the words “with the consent of 


‘should fell timber, 


Australian Soldiers 


1702 


the Minister,” but the Minister will be 
unable to cope with the many demands 
that will be made upon him by hundreds 
and thousands of men, for I am sure it 


would run into that number of men. 
Tf the Government announced that 
they would advance money to any 


group of citizens in Australia—not neces- 
sarily returned soldiers—who desired to 
enter into co-operative enterprises, with- 
out asking those citizens to put up any 
money whatever, a request would come 
in from every street in every town in Aus- 
tralia for the loan of money to go on with 
some enterprise. 


Mr, Rran.—What is ihe question be- 
fore the Committee? 


Mr. HIGGS.—The proposal of this 
Chamber for assistance to soldiers in 
establishing co-operative industries. -1 
purpose to disagree with the Senate’s re- 
jection of the amendment, and to substi- 
tute an alternative one. Honorable mem- 
bers will agree that what is easily ac- 
quired is not very much thought of. 
Many years ago in Queensland the Go- 
vernment endeavoured to assist the un- 
employed, and to that end furnshed them 
with funds to establish village settlements. 
No money was put up by the unemployed, 
but-various groups received assistance 
from the Government. They. went on to 
the land, and as soon as the money was 
done the co-operative societies burst up 
and became insolvent. It is true, as the 
honorable member for Kennedy (Mr. 
McDonald) reminds me, that in some 
eases these co-operative village settlers 
were given very bad land, but in one case 
they got very good land, at Lake Weyba, 
in the Gympie district. LTheir-committee 
decided that some members of the group 
others plough, and 
had a quarrel as to 


others fish. They 


who should build, who should cut timber, 


and who should fish, and finally, they were 
all on the lake fishing. Under. my alter- 
native proposal the clause would read—. 


The Commission shall, subject to the ap- 
proval of the Minister, have power to assist 


soldiers by way of loan to the extent of one 


pound for one pound contributed by them in 
eash or war bonds for the purpose of estab- 


lishing industries on a co-operative basis, such 


industries to include the manufacture of ‘boots, 


‘woollen goods, clothing, tanning, vwool-scour- 
ing, fellmongering and kindred industries, saw- 


milling, and other enterprises. . 


Ns UU REI Ea oe) ‘ll. 


‘difference between the hong 


lations oy dew nai whe 
should be repayable. 


Mr. Consiwing.-—W hat is. 


bex’s amendment and that ‘mo 
honor ae 
Hill} 


is “fie ‘Ghose who form her 
groups for the purpose of 
enterprises on co-operative” 
my proposal will have to 3 
guarantee that they believe 1 in 
prise. vs 


- Mr. Hir1.—More than ‘one-ha! 
men have not a penny, and di 
where to obtain money. 


Mr. HIGGS.—-H, for inst 
turned soldiers, each holding 
bond, joined together, they 
the Commissioners and say, "a 
to buy a plant for the mam 
boots, and we ask the Po 


go! 

Mr. HIGGS.—Not very 
purposes of illustration we 
the number by 10. I ask 
tinue my remarks at*a late 


JOINT COMMITTEE O1 
ACCOUNTS, 


Debate resumed from 23rd 
page 1487), on motion by. 


following members be appoint 
the- Joint Committee of Publie 
—Mr. Bayley, Mr, Fenton, Mr. 
Fowler, Mr. Prowse, and Mi. ¥ 


Sir JOSEPH cook (P 
Minister for the Navy) [38 
stand that an arrangement hé 
between the Prime Minist 
Leader of the Opposition ; fo 
proposition, and I. hope ho 
bers will consent, to this n 
further debate. There is no 
it should be delayed; we ¢@ 
further question to’ be recti 


Question resolved i in the 
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R OF Bustxess—Drovent iv Wzsr 
gENSLAND—SUPPLY OF Prrror FOR 
MPING ENGINES. 


tion (by Sir Josurit Cook) pro- 
the House do now adjourn. 


ic, TUDOR (Yarra) [3.59 |.—L should 
e pilad if the Minister in charge of the 
ike would intimate what business is to 
ceeded with on Tuesday next, and 


Wauring the week, 
JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [4.0]. 
sire to bring under the notice of the 
ment a matter of the most serious 
ance to Queensland, and particu- 
o the residents of the western part 
State who are now suffering from a 
erty C rought. Those who are hand-feed- 
‘aud watering their herds and flocks in 
Queensland have experienced the 
eatastr ‘ophe of a shortage of petrol. 
in obtain no petrol to keep going 
engines used for pumping water, 
air position is one of the direst 
Qould not the Government haye 
ks of petrol in Brisbane, Rock- 
and other centres, now being 
fly for motor cars and “joy” 
\distributed amongst the people out 
\ aa industrial purposes only? 


i 4 Bihree weeks. ago, no difficulty was 
experienced by the Minister for Trade 

and Jas oms (Mr. Greene) in obtaining 
stati: as to the supply of sugar 
throughout the length and breadth of Aus- 
ia. It should, therefore, be an easy 

3) to obtain statistics as to the sup- 
af petrol in the Commonwealth. I 
| povernment, in order to save these 
t back ” practically from ruin to 
, eer the petrol now in the big 
and to distribute it for industrial 
seg in Western Queensland. 


OSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 
ar for the Navy) [4.2].—Before 
ing of the Repatriation Bill on 
ay next, I understand that the House 
‘asked by the Prime Minister’ (Mr. 
$) to agree to a motion conveying 
lors “and soldiers the thanks of 
iament and people of the Com- 
Bi for the services they have 
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Bills we shall be called upon to deal 


_ After that, I understand the 
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Prime Minister proposes to. proceed with 
the Anglo-Persian oil agreement and the 
‘Bureau of Science and Industry Bill. I 
have some financial matters that I also 
desire to dispose of. 

Mr. McWittiiams.—Will the Judiciary 
Bill be dealt with next week? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I should hardly 
think so, unless the honorable member for 
West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) will withdraw 
the. amendment of which he has given 
notice. I have indicated enough business 
to start with, and I hope we shall come 
here on Tuesday in a mood to work, since 
we have not done very much this week. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 


House adjourned at 4.3 p.m. 


——— ee 


House of Representatives. 
Tuesday, 4 May, 1920. 


Mr. Spzaxer (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at 3 p.m., and read prayers. 


OIL AGREEMENT BILL. 


Bill presented by Mr. Huerus, and 
read a first time. 


ARBITRATION COURT. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I ask the Prime 
Minister if 1t is true that there are forty- 
two cases now before the Arbitration 
Court, and, if so, what steps are being 
taken to-enable those concerned to have 
them heard. 

Mr. HUGHES.—I am not aware. 


PARLIAMENTARY ATTENDANTS. 

Mr, MAKIN.—I wish to know, Mr. 
Speaker, when we can expect finality in 
regard to the investigation that you and 
Mr. President, are making into the con- 


ditions of employment of the messengers 
and others connected with this building. 
When are you likely to finally determine 


the rates of wages and conditions which 


‘shall apply to them in the future? 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Under the Public 
Service Act, the matters referred to are 
left to the determination of Mr. Président 


and Mr. Speaker, and, as I have already 


intimated, in answer to a question asked 


oe 
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The War. a 


been considered, and certain re-adjust- 
ments will be provided for in the Esti- 
mates for the forthcoming financial year, 
which are now in course of preparation. 


THE WAR. 


RecoagNnrvioNn oF SERVICES. 


Motion (by Mr. Hueuzs, by leave) pro-- 


posed : 
That the thanks of this House be accorded 
to the officers, warrant officers, petty officers, 
and men of the Royal Australian Navy for their 
heroie services during four years of war in 
the guardianship of Australia and her com- 
merce from the attacks of a lawless foe, for 
their unceasing vigilance in the patrol of many 
seas, for their courage and skill in safely con- 
voving their soldier comrades to the main 
theatres of operations, and for their efficient 
co-operation with the Grand Fleet of the Km- 
pire. 
: That the thanks of this House be accorded 
to the officers, warrant officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and men of the Australian Im- 
perial Force for their unrivalled courage and 


efficiency, their cheerful endurance of un- 
-exampled hardships, and their magnificent 
achievements throughout four years _ of 


strenuous effort, with their comrades ef the 
other portions of the British Empire, in up- 
holding the cause of human liberty. 
That the thanks of this. House be accorded 
‘to the officers, Won-commissioned. officers, and 
men of the Australian Air Force for their 
brilliant, daring, and conspicuous services over 
sea and land. { 

That the thanks of this House be accorded 
to the members of the Australian Army Medical 
Corps for the skilful discharge of their humane 
Office, and for the unprecedented success which 
attended their unremitting labours to preserve 
the armed Forces of Australia from the ravages 
of disease. » ; 

That the thanks of this House be accorded 
‘to the women of the medical and other 
auxiliary services for their devotion in tend- 


ing the sick and wounded and for other duties 


faithfully and bravely discharged. 

That the thanks of this House be accorded 
to the fathers, mothers, wives, and sisters of 
Australia’s sailors and soldiers, for their. de- 

-votion, their service, and their sacrifices. 


an That this House records its deep apprecia- 


tion of the efforts and gifts of the women, men, 
and children of Australia, for the mitigation 
of the hardships. endured by sailors and 
soldiers, and for the alleviation of the’ suffer- 
ings of the sick and wounded. 
That this House acknowledges with deep re- 
-verence and submission the heroism of those 
who have fallen in the service of their country, 


Pe 


and tenders. its profound ‘sympathy to their 


- relatives in the hour of their sorrow and ‘their 


. the _ officers, 


_ therein. 


4. pride. : 


““Vhat the foregoing resolutions be conveyed to 
men, and others referred to 


Mr. Speaker, a 


\ 


i 7 


by another honorable member, they have Mr. TUDOR (Yarr 


‘and war workers ought 


_ did their fair’ share, a 


A 


to second the motion. — 
ingly that the health of | 
ister is such that he ig 
justice to himself by speak 
T am pleased to know that 
Parliament. is concerned ¥ 
tically come to an end of 
motion embraces quite 
people, including some o 
I think there are others w. 
have been, omitted. Lu 


vohinteered for service a 
unable to get away. gs 

Mr. Greeory.—I do 4 : 
95 per cent. of them voln 


percentage. J know men 
good positions and volunteer 
kept in Australia. They: 
of the benefits of the Rep, 
and are not included in the 
and the least we ean do is te 
thanks to them. Again, the 
men of the mercantile mari 
discussion of the War 
honorable member for M 
(Mr. Mathews) mentione 
of that service who were 
We are not aceording our # 
Mr, Maxrn.—-There ar 
tion workers. i 


Mr. TUDOR Yess 


I do not: depreciate the 
by all the classes mentio: 
but I think that home se 
workers, munition worker 
mereantile marine, and 
in the auxiliary naval fe 
forces, compulsorily called. 
artillery work, guarding © 
should be included in the m 
Mr. MceWILLIAMS (Fre 
—I support the motion. 
close to the war to realize 
have done during the str 
that those who went away 


wre 
ti 
‘ee 


not been for the Army 
Empire we would not be 
day, and the position of - 
have been very differen 
yet able to regard with 
spective what we owe t 
into that hell for ne 


are ohne 4b sey “The eM 
it thanks, f thi ‘House and of the nation 
to those who preserved rah 
erties for us. 


2¢ House I shall be very pleased to add 
} the motion the following paragraph 
pvering the classes of persons referred 
| by the Leader of the One a: — 
WeThat the thanks of this House be also ac- 
nde d to the men who enlisted for Home Ser- 
a the Munition and War Workers, the Mer- 
antile Marine, the Royal Naval Auxiliary 
ces, and the Citizen Forees called up er 
tT son Artillery work. 
Question (by leave) amended aecord- 
sly, and resolved in the affirmative, 
rable members rising in their places. 


aE BITRATION ACT AMENDMENT. 


RILEY Is it the intention of the 
ernment to | give the House an early 
ortunity of amending the Conciliation 


ling an easier method of dealing with 

m loony cases now cited for hearing? 

X HUGHES. — The Government 
been giving a great deal of attention 
his matter. Parliament has amended 
Act many times, and every time the 
se has been led to expect that there 
be a great improvement, that cases 
be more expeditiously heard, and 
ustice would be more effectively and 
ily done; but it can be hardly said 
he facts of a very lengthy experience 
working of the Act have warranted 
expectations. The Government are 
anxious to exercise the limited 
jwers at their disposal to the very best 
Vantage, and for that reason have con- 
2) conference of all persons inter- 
l, in order that we may seek counsel 
adviee from them. Those who are 
red with the conduct of industria! 
meh unions will agree with me that 
is great foom for improvement. I 
no bias in one direction or another. 
can secure industrial peace by means 
e Arbitration Court well and good, 
| is obvions that we must use every 
+ to secure it. JT am hopeful that 
who from their long experience are 
familiar with the causes that lead 
tstrial disputes as well as the means 


very 
to 
that 
at this conference be able from their joint 
wisdém to suggest to the Government a 


Mr. Hueuus. With the permission of 


rbitration Act with a view to pro- 


Amendment. PN ty MOS 
means whereby, at any rate, we may Im-. 
prove the existing machinery. More 
than that I cannot say, but it would be 
an unwise poliey to amend the law by 
patching it up on the limes we have 
already followed in the past. I see ne 
reason for believing that from such a 
means any lasting good could come. 


ANZAC RIFLE RANGE, 
LIVERPOOL. 


Mr. FLEMING (for Mr. Bowpren) 
asked the Minister representing the Min- 
ister for Defence, upon notice— 


Whether, in. view of the fact that er 
National Rifle Association of New South Wales 
proposes to hold its annual meeting on the 
Anzae Rifle Range, Liverpool, Mm October next, 
and that teams from all parts of the Common- 
wealth, New Zealand, and Great Britain will 
be competing in the matches, making the com- 
petition the secohd Jargest rifle meeting in the 
world, will he take immediate steps to have 
all necessary work carried out in order to put 
the range in proper tendition for the com- 
petition ? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.W—\As this 
range will also be required for military 
purposes action is being taken in the 
direction indicated. 


VOCATIONAL TRAINING. ~ 
Working Mun’s Cottnce or Victoria. 


Mr. BURCHELL (for Mr, Kerzpy) 
asked the Minister representing the -Min- 
ister for Repatriation, upon notice— 

1. Whether it is a fact that great dissatis- 
faction exists among returned soldiers over the 
vocational training arrangements with the 
Working Men’s College of Victoria?. 

2. Is it a fact that of 286 men selected to 
attend the accountancy classes at the Mel- 
bourne Technical School (the Working Men’s 
College) only thirteen attended; if so, what 
was the reason? |! 

3. Is it a fact that the teachers in account- 
ancy for the Melbourne Technical School course 
are not registered or are not qualified? 

4. Is it a faet that the Melbourne Technical 
School uses for its correspondence courses the 
text. books of the International Correspondence 
Schools, and charges more for two-thirds of 
the I.C.8. course than the 1.C.S. does for the 
whole course? x 

5. Is it a fact that higher fees are charged 
by the Melbourne Technical School for voca- 
tional trainees than are charged for ordinary 
students ? 


¥ Mr. POYNTON.—The answers to the 


honorable member’s questions are as fol- 


Race te 
now exist for their settlement will | a 


1. No; but dissatisfaction has bean ‘expressed 
because certain trainees. were not permitted to 
undergo training at private institutions. 


/ 1706 


nical ‘School, 


“~ 


Visit of H.R.H. 


2. Two hundred and eighty-six applicants 
were granted courses at the Melbourne Tech- 
and 96 have commenced. The 
remainder declined to accept the assistance as 
Hey desired to train at private institutions. 

These appointments are made by the State 
Ae cistoy for Education on the advice of his 
responsible officers, and I understand the ap- 
pointees do not require to repister.. The in- 
structors connected with the Accountancy Class 
hold very high credentials, and comprise two 
University graduates. and three Associates of 
the Institute of Commonwealth Accountants. 

4. The courses are identical, but the. Mel- 
bourne Technical School purchased the right 
to use such courses in Victoria pending the 
writine of its own courses, completion of 
which is anticipated in the early future. The 
Melbourne Technical School does not charge 
more than the International Correspondence 
Schools for the same course, but, on the con- 
trary, less. 

5. No. The preoe are identical where the 
applicants attend a class, but where a corre- 
spondence course is taken returned soldier 
students obtain the same for £5 14s. less than 
that charged other students. 


TREATMENT OF VENEREAL 
DISEASES. 


Mr. BLAKELEY asked the Minister 
for Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


1. What is the total amount made available, 
as subsidy, to the different States for the treat- 
ment of venereal diseases? 

2. What States have complied with the con- 
ditions laid down by the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment in connexion with the subsidy? 

3. What States have claimed the subsidy? 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH. . (for Mr. 
GreEnr).—The answers to the honorable 
member’s questions are as follow :— 


1. The total amount available to State Go- 
vernments subject to the conditions laid down 
is £13,000 per annum, 

2. Victoria, Queensland, Western Australia, 
and Tasmania. 
3. Victoria, 

mania. 


Western > Australia, and Tas- 


VISIT OF H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF 
WALES. 
Country PrRoGRaAMME. 
Mr. BURCHELL (for Mr. Kersyr) 
asked the Prime Minister, upon notece— 
1. Whether it is a fact that the Victorian 


' programme of festivities arranged for the visit 


of the Prince of Wales has been curtailed? 
2. If so, are the country centres the only 


ones which have had their programmes cur=» 
tailed? 


3. If so, will he make arrangements by which 


country centres may carry out their original 


programmes, and any curtailment of festivi- 
ties necessary be arranged in metropolitan 
areas ? 


s 


[REPRESENTATIVES | 


been amended accordingly, but 


the Prince of Wa 


Mr. HUGHES. oats Royall i 
the Prince of Wales has expre 
wishes as to the hours for offi 
tions, and has also asked that 
lowed certain time free for his 
poses daily. Programmes have 


try interests have not been sacrif 
those of the city. yan 


NATIONALITY OF P. 
MITCHELL. 


Mr, MATHEWS (for Dr. 
asked the Minister for Home 
tories, wpon notice— 


Ww il he inform the House if p 
Maurice Mitchell, who were heavily 1 fi 
keeping a filthy. café, as reported in 
of the 30th April, are of British nati 
and, if not, will he ascertain whi 
nationality, and what are their rea 


Mr. POYNTON.—They are of 
nationality, having been natural 
1914. They arrived in Australi a 
from Greece, of which country the 
natives. They were naturalized 
names of Pythagoras Hadzimicha 
Mavroedis Hadzimichael. 


REPATRIATION, - 
Surrerrrs From TuBEROU; O' 


Mr. CAMERON asked ¢ 
representing the Minister for ‘ 
tion, upon notice— ° 


Whether the Minister will stat 
sures are being taken by the 
towards the repatriation of return 
suffering from tuberculosis, in 
specially distressing circumstances 
such cases? 


Mr. POYNTON. Ee po 
Department is to provide fo 
of invalids as follows :— 


Incipient tubercular cases will 
sanatoria throughout the Common’ 
patients, besides receiving ski 
attention, will be given lectures 
tions, &e., with a view to educatin 
the course of life most suitable for t 
dition, and to encourage them ‘tol 
complaint in subjection. 

For the men whose. complaint 
arrested, special farms, under th 
of eminent medical men, have, an 
established with suitable quarte 
families of married men, and single: 
on every endeavour will be made 
the health of the patients, at the 
imparting to them instruction as— 
tural pursuits, so as to enable thet 
should they so desire, to unde 
form of open-air ome 
their own. 
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| procured ‘in most of the States for the 
e serious cases, and others are in course of 
lisition, established as near to capital cities 
s ossible, to enable the relatives and friends 
f the patients. to visit them with facility.. | 
ith: regard to certain of these institutions, 
Red Cross Society is co-operating with the 
artment, whilst arrangements have also 
made to utilize special wards at certain 
State institutions, pending completion of the 
Wepartment’s own establishments. 

Wrhis policy has been indorsed by the Depart- 
al Medical Advisory Committee, consist- 


p Stawell, G. pee and J. Ramsay Webb, 


msay Webb, in referring to this policy, said: 

‘Hor the first time in this State, there will 
available a means of treatment which re- 
., in full our personal knowledge of the 


RRECTION OF MARINE CHART. 


Wr LAIRD SMITH (for Mr. 
ANE) -—On 29th April the honorable 
aber for Hindmarsh CMir. Makin) 


Whether the Government te been in- 
d of the confusing nature of marine 
ys for St. Vincent's Gulf (South Aus- 
) especially in the vicinity of Wardang 


if so, will an immediate correction of 
charts be made? , 


en stated that the Gaeanen was 
> obtained. I am now able to furnish 
honorable member with the following 
mation :— : 

The Prime - ini se has been in com- 
ation with the Premier of South Aus- 
' with regard to the marine charts for 
fincent’s Gulf, and it has been decided to 
st. the Department of the Navy to send 
‘eicer over at an early date’ in order to 
om -e charts” in the vicinity of Wardang 


Then ie has been done steps will be 
‘to make public the information ob- 


- EXPORT OF WOOL. 

HUGHES.—On the 29th April the 
uble member for Dampier (Mr. 
‘y) asked me the following ques- 


Australia during the quarters ending 
lecember, 1919, and 3lst March, 1920? 
yw many bales is it estimated will be 


What surplus of the British Government 


o ment Waiter the 30th June, 128 


q df Sir Henry Maudsley, K.C.M.G; and Drs. ’ 


British ‘Medical. Agsbeunion! Dee Sa 


quantity to be ship 


a many ates of wool were shipped* 


| during the quarter ending 30th June, 


i purel se is it estimated will be waiting ship- | 
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4, Can the Prime Minister give any re- 
liable estimate as to when this surplus will 
be shipped from Australia? 


I then promised to have inquiries made | 
with a view to furnishing the information 
desired. I am now in a position to supply 
the honorable member with the following 
replies :— 


1. For quarter ended 31st December, 1919, 
461,884 bales; for quarter ended 3lst March, 
1920, 549,946 bales. The above periods in- 
cluded 100,000 bales. shipped for sale in 
America, and 113 ,000 bales shipped for sale in 
Antwerp, and the quantities shown are in ex- 
cess of that shipped during the quarter ended 
30th September, 1919, namely, 414,857 bales. 

2, On the basis of shipping space allotted 
for April, and also those quantities. which 
have been cleared during April, the estimated 
ped for the quarter end- 
ing 30th June, 1920, is 490,000 bales. This is 
based. on theoretical calculations, which, in 
practice, have rarely been confirmed. 

3. From a minimum of 1,250,000 to a maxi- 
mum of 1,500,000 bales. 

4. Owing to the uncertainty regarding ship- 
ping space allotments and the absence of in- 
formation_regarding requirements for coun- | 
tries other than the United Kingdom, it is 
impossible to fix a reliable date by which the 
surplus wool will have been shipped from 
Australia. The Central Wool Committee are 
not hopeful of the carry-over wools from 30th 
June, 1920, being shipped before the end of 
1920 or early in 1921. 


WAR GRATUITY BILL, 


Assent reported. 


PAPERS. 
‘The following papers were presented :— 


Convention revising the General Act of 
Berlin, 26th February, 1885, and the Gene- 
ral ‘Act and Declaration of Brussels, 2nd 
July, 1890, signed at Saint-Germain-en- 
Laye, 10th September, 1919. 

Arbitration (Public Service) Act— 
Awards and Orders made by the Common- 

wealth Court of Conciliation and Arbi- 
tration and other documents in the fol- 
lowing cases:— 


Arms Explosives and Munition 
Workers’, Federation of Australia. 
(Dated 30th March, 1920.) 

« Australian Commonwealth Post and 
Telegraph Association, and the Com- 
monwealth Postmasters’ Association. 
(Dated 9th April, 1920.) 

Australian Commonwealth Post and 
Telegraph Officers’ Association. 
(Dated 9th April, 1920.) 

‘Australian Commonwealth Public Ser- 
vice Clerical Agsociation— 

(Dated 30th March, 1920.) 
(Dated 9th April, 1920. ) 

Australian Letter Carriers’ A'ssocia- 

tion. (Dated 9th April, 1920.) 


Se by 


(Dated Ist March, 1920.) 

(Dated 9th April, 1920.) — 

Australian Postal Linesmen’s Union. 
(Dated 9th April, 1920.) 

Commonwealth General Division Tele- 
phone Officers’ Association, 
9th April, 1920.) 

Commonwealth Public Service Artisans’ 


‘Association. (Dated 9th pra, 
aa 1920.) 
me Commonwealth P nota Baaioe Clerieal 
. Association. (Dated 9th April, 1920) 
t (two.) 


Commonwealth Temporary’ Clerks’ As- 
sociation. (Dated 9th April, 1920.) 
Federated Public 
yee | Association of Australia. 
ane 9th. April, 1920) (three. ) 
Rice General Division Officers’ Union of the 
Trade and Customs Department of 
Australia. 
; Line Inspectors’ Assoviation—Common- 
; monwealth of Australia, (Dated 9th 
April, 1920.) 
Meat Inspectors’ Association—Common- 
wealth Publie Service. (Dated 9th 
1 April, 1920.) 
Postal Sorters’ Union of 
’ (Dated 9th April, 1920:) 
Audit Act—Reeulations Amended—Statutory 
| Rules 1920, No. 59. 
Lands Acquisition Act—Land acquired under, 
at-—North Preston, Victoria—For Repatria- 
tion purposes, 
-Papwa—Ordinance of 1920—No. 1,—Land. 


(Dated 


Australia. 


AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERQY’ 
REPATRIATION BILL. 


In: Committee (Consideration © of 
 Senate’s message resumed from 80th 
ea vide, page 1702): 


_ fouse of Representatives’ Amendment.—lIn- 
_sert the following new clause:—‘ The Commis- 
_ sion shall, subject to the approval of the Min- 
ister, have power to assist soldiers in estab- 
y lishing industries on a co- operative basis, such 
industries to include the manufacture of boots, 
woollen goods, and clothing, tanning, wool- 
scouring, fellmongering (and kindred indus- 
tries), saw-milling, and other enterprises. ’’ 
Senate's M essage. 7 ernendmnent disagreed to,. 


, Upon which Mr. Poynrow tind moved— | 


That the amendment be not insisted on. 
4 


And upon which Mr. Hices had moved 
_ by way of ainendment— . : 
“That the following words be added, 
that, as an alter native amendment, the follow- 
-ing clause be inserted in the Bill: — 
yo Aga: (1) The Commission shall, 
ject to the approval of the Minister, 
power to assist soldiers by way of loan 


sub- 


ite ibuted by them in cash or war bonds for 
cian the purpose of establishing industries on 


oh aaa Fae Postal lect ic icians’ Union 


(Dated. 


Service Assistants’ 


(Dated 9th April, 1920.) , 


‘as £70,006,000 to enable men 


many of those aa are going 
land will unhappily | fail. 
estate agents are of opinion 


Dub 


have . 
3 soldier. farmers will 
to the extent) of pound for pound con- 


a co-operative basis, such industries to 
include the Dee SeRTe of boots, sroollens 


neat The — ma; pres 


conditions wpon which any Joai 
pursuance of Vinay eertion “shal 
able.” ame LN 
Mr. HIGGS (Ciuiconsianl 
Had there sew no Rio hive? 


- Mr. Fr EN TON ae oreee 
danas rik the Senate. 

Mr. HIGGS.—-Ne; , the 
justifying its existence. TT 
of the honorable member: 
in providing that the 
should asia. “money te st 


biahge. Those of us we have 
in. various ways to bring abo 
better condition of society welcome an 
thing in the nature of co-operat 
we must pee Goverment 


diserepancy yo our stistae 
vancing without security up to 
house, stock, and implements 
people to go upon the land, whi 
vancing money to enable ‘soldi 
cw in other grewbau dee ne 


teeruiae was hopet al that ne 


tion (Senator Mlleats was am 
sidered proposals for advancir 


the land. "We have found, me 


few years a large number 
farms will be on tie market, b 
- discover ] 
no taste for the work, and wi 
to get back to the cities. M 
amendment will p: vide tha: 
turned soldiers desi eto put 1 


‘a \ er Th he % a) A PT any | 


* fae} 
i ity 


; belt Bee 
a ’ wd \ ea ae, ‘ ‘ 
J A ; ama 


Australian Soldiers’ 


y in cash or war bods for the pur- 
fof engaging in co-operative enter- 
5 the Governinent shall advance 
y to them on a £1 for £1 basis. 
Hare Paar. 
@n then on the land and those who 
O engage in other enterprises ? 

3 HIGGS.—I_ have already — ex- 
cd that the policy of advancing 
y to enable men fo go upon the land, 
at requiring them to put up any of 
owl capital, was conceived for the 
pecial purpose of encouraging men 
re the over-populated cities and set- 

} vacant areas. If we wish to save 
@yilization we must make country life 

attractive in every way. Any busi- 
moan knows 
@usands of people throughout Aus- 

who are prepared to go into co- 
dgive or other businesses if somebody 

M find the cog 

ARLE P; The advances are to 
ect to the proval of the Commis- 
sid the Minisier. 

HiIGGS.—I invite the attention of 
t@mmittee to the number of persons 
Wail in all kinds of businesses each 
1 a ; 
j (Hu, L.—Not ¢o-operative 


busi- 
n 
E HIGGS. The failures are not so 
us in connexion with ¢o-operative 
ges, but a limited lability com- 
fd co-operative body more or less. 
lowing particulars concerning in- 
s0Mes are taken from the Common- 
wa Year-Book, but the Common- 
wda@@Statistician is carcful to point out 
th® figures regarding the assets ate 
ve@reliable :— 
' No. of 


n 
bq 
P 


Ye@iinsolvencies. . Liabilities. Assets. 
19] 1,324 768,329 504,047 
19 1,348 961,655 570,025 
19 1,360 893,689 491,984 
19 1,090 892,913 689,570 
19] $45 677,000 477,000 


ear thousands of persons go into 
ss and fail. I[t must be borne in 


mij At those persons believe in their 
pit 2 industries or oceupations, and 
VEY own moucy. But if the Com- 


th, in addition to» paying 
00 by way of a war gratuity, is 
“to advance money, without 
10 250 ,000 soldiers—and the hon- 
pmber for Echuea (Mr. it) 


itd 


oral 


14 May, 


—Why discriminate - 


-over and above the 


that there are hundreds - 
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mentioned no limit to the amount—l 
wonder how many millions of pounds will 
be required. 

My, MoWinrirms.—The Commission 
and the Minister will have to approve of , 
the advances. 


Mr. HIGGS.—It would not be within 
the power of any single person or Board 
to cope with the applications that would 
be made as soon as it was‘ made known 
that 256,000 soldiers could each get: an 
advance of £200 in order to start them in 
2o- operative businesses. The money. re- 
quired will amount to about £15,000,000 
pene Nt ‘for the 
war gratuity. 

Mr. MoWinriaMs. “Mth money: would 
be advanced only to those persons who 
were prepared to work in the businesses 
themselves. 

Mr. Roserr Coox.—The money would 
be required only for those who would 
apply for it under the Act. 


Mr. HIGGS.—Dees the honorable 
member know who will apply? Every 
man will have the right to do so. Busi- 


ness men in the caty are being ap- 
proached from day to day by men who 
have made some discovery or invention 
which they require capital to exploit. 

Mr. James Pace.—No one has ap- 
proached the honorable member ? 

Mr. HIGGS.—I was amongst others 
who were approached by a man who had 
invented a smoke consumer, but it was 
ascertained that smoke was consumed by 
tapping a forced draft supplied by some 
neighbouring bottle works. The smoke 


‘was consumed all right, and it seemed 


perfectly good proposition; but when it 
had been examined by the engineer: in 
charge of the Victorian Railways it was 
ascertained that it would require an 
engine as large as the one it was pro- 
posed to treat, in order to furnish the 
means of consuming the smoke. There 
are thousands of inventors who thor- 
oughly believe that their inventions, if 
supported by capital, would revolutionize 
industry; and I wonder how many pro- 
posals were made to the Minister for 
Defence (Senator Pearce) during the war 
by people who were prepared to, demon- 
strate to his satisfaction that if he sup- 
plied the necessary money the inventors 
could provide appliances that would end 
the war. We must make some business 
proposition before we can expect the 


 £50,000,000 


oo ee ; 


imo 


: Senate to assent. 


Australian Soldiers? 


I oe honbeables mem- 
bers who, apparently, propose to ae uni 


Mr. Roserr Coox.—Not 25 per cent. 


of the men will apply,,so that the 
£50,000,000 is all bunkum! 


Mr. HIGGS.—Are we prepared to ad- 
vance £50,000,000 without security, in 
order to enable men to start enterprises ? 


Is the country able to stand such an ex- 


penditure? We must have regard to the 
financial position. of the Commonwealth. 
We have to borrow £30,000,000 to carry 
on as at present, and if we advance money 
in the way suggested, where should we 
land ourselves? 


_Mr.. McWrtt1ams.—The 
cepted the proposal. 


Mr. HIGGS.—That is true, but it ac- 
cepted it in a hurry, and the Senate has 
rejected it. The mover of this motion 

must admit that its terms are very bald ; 
there is no restriction on the amount, and 
no prohibition as to the nature of the 
proposals to be made. I hope, therefore, 
that honorable members, if they are 
going to send an alternative proposal to 
the Senate, will send one of a business 
character. 
Government or a municipality to subsi- 
dize hospitals in the ratio of £1 for every 
£1 subscribed by the public, and in such 

eases there is something like a pledge that 
those who subscribe have some faith in 
the idea. 

Mr. Hitu.—Why did the Government 
not put men on the land under those con- 
ditions ? 


Mr. HIGGS.—I: was in hopes hat the 


House ac- 


honorable member would accept my ex- 


planation. 1 know nothing to account 
for the overwhelming generosity of the 
Government in the way of putting men 
on the land than a belief on their part 
that our cities are too large, and that, in 
order to save ourselves from total destruc- 
tion, we must get people into the coun- 
try. 

Mr. H111.—That is one reason for the 


establishment of industries in country 


districts. 


Mr. HIGGS.—But the honorable 


member’s idea is not confined to country 


‘districts; an enterprise under this Bill 


may mean a factory in a back street in 
| Melbourne. 


@ 


Mr. HILL (Echuca) [3.43].—I should 
ike to remind the Government—— — 


‘suggests that the Governm 


It is no new principle for a 


Government would stand to 
and, going further, added 


| a ie oa it is d 


in my cae Herod word 
gard as offensive, and I reque 
be withdrawn. The honora 


the amendment I proposed, 
gard as objectionable and 
ask that the statement be wit 
Mr. Poynron.—The state 
lutely incorrect. | 


The TEMPORARY OHA 


uttered by the honorable 

Barrier. 
Mr. Hiees.—I did, and | 

their withdrawal. oie 
tae Geers cae CH: 


member for ce i 
request that what he said be 
Mr. Constotne—lIf I have 


for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) a 
say anything offensive to hi 


ginal words. J hope, Mr 
will protect me; 1f you 
have to rise and say somethit 
tion, and that I do not wish. 

The TEMPORARY OB 
I ask the honorable member : 
(Mr. Considine) to make an 
withdrawal of the words he 

Mr. Consiptne.—I withdrs 

Mr. HILL.—I was about to 
attention of the Governm 
marks of the Minister for 
Railways (Mr. Groom) 
with this amendment on 
That honorable gentleman 


able member for Franklin 
hams) sought to go back on! i 
the House. But what are 
ment attempting now. but to 
a decision of the House? | 
in charge of the Bill (Mr. P 
cepted the amendment Mi nis 
originally before us, an 
the voices; but nov jad 
honorable gentlem: n’s rem 


Tang 


Nee 
thy yr 


decision. Now that the Commis- 
is to be appointed, I shall endea- 
to insist that this clause be re- 
din the Bill. The measure, as it 
is, may be classed as purely an 
iy a Pensions Bill. : The Commis- 
would not have anything to do were 
lanse to be deleted. Its retention 
,at any rate, provide some work; it 
ina measure, justify the Commis- 
appointment. The. principle 
lying the establishment of indus- 
as sect out in the clause, is one _ 
has been welcomed by returned 
and by thousands of people in 
untry districts, if the shoals of let- 
thich I have received are at all in- 
ve. | wish to deal now with the 
is furnished by the Senate for op- 
n to the clause. The first is— 
ase it is not dorisidered equitable to ex- 
® collective bodies of soldiers benefits for 
en ndividual soldiers might not be eligible. 
Dare large numbers of men for 
‘n0 provision has been or can- be 
I individually; but by forming them 
i} Foups on the co-operative principle 
Vmany could be provided for who 
se would be left outside the scope 
a DS oviston which has yet been 
- When our boys enlisted we were 
ious to get them that we made 
romises to the effect that when 
ened we would see that they 
laced in positions identical with, 
e as good as, if not better than, 
hey had previously. oceupied. In 
Binstances these promises have been 
ed. But, with regard to men 
Ve no definite trade or calling, this 
prative ’’ clause was intended to 
‘their requirements. I ask the 
ment and the people whether they 
| to honour their promises, or to 
them as scraps of paper. 
Ricuarp Fosrer—Does the hon- 
m member infer that the Govern- 
lave not honoured their promises 
soldiers ? 
HILL.—I mean to say that there 
ny men to-day who are without 
‘The Government have honoure 
omises to some extent, but there 


patriated. The principle of ¢co- 
n provides the only way in which 
them a fair deal, and f, fully 
yur promises. 
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7 many men who have not yet - 


\ 


oe 
x 
\ 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster. — That is the 
honorable member’s opinion. 


Mr, HILL.—It is, and I give it for 
what it may be worth. 


Mr. Austin CHapman. — Is not the 
‘opinion of the honorable member as good 
as that of the honorable. member for 
Wakefield ? 


My. HILL.—I hope it is. The second 
reason furnished by another place in sup- 
porting its rejection of the clause states— 

Because the effect of the granting of the 
benefits contemplated by the amendment would 
result in the unsettlement of the large ma- 
jority of men whose re-establishment in civil 
life has been already accomplished. 


It knocks over the contentions of the 
honorable member for Capricornia (Mr. 
Higgs) if so many have been already 
provided for. True, there are not so 
many left who still require that provision 
shall be made for them; but the fact re- 
mains that numbers have not yet been 
re-established in civil life, and it is these 
whom I wish to help. The establish- 
ment of such industries as I have sug- 
gested would certainly prove of very great 
assistance to men who are without re- 
gular employment, who do not follow any. 
defined trade or calling. While dealing 


ewith the matter of woollen mills and 


similar enterprises a few days ago, I was 
pointing out that there would be very 
little risk of loss in launching upon such 
industries, provided that the right class 
of men were chosen. 

Mr. Austin Cuapman.—And provided 
that they were established in the right 
localities. 

Mr. HILL.—I would undertake to find 
right localities, and would begin by nomi- 
nating Kchuea and Shepparton. 

Sir JosrpH Coox.—A selection based 
upon broad national lines, of course. 

Mr. West.—Does the honorable mem- 
ber want them all in Victoria ? : 


Mr. HIbLL.—I would leave it to the 
honorable member to choose localities 
in New South Wales; but I would 
nominate Echuca, the capital of the 


north, and eae eetet ig the ‘capital of 


the Goulburn Valley. Surely, the Go- 
vernment will not’ want everything in 
Melbourne. In the course of my earlier 
remarks, -I demonstrated that huge 
profits were made from woollen mills. A 
little time ago, I made my way down 


’ 


‘of. cloth, 33 yards, for 32s. per tie 
the piece cost me £6. . 

Mr. Ricwarp Foster.—Preparing rs 
- the Prince’s visit, I suppose? 
Mr. HILL.—It was not good enough 
-. for the Prince; there was some cotton in 
hat. 


: Mr. 
‘ wool. 
; Mr. HILL.—tThe suit length contained 
31-5 lb. of wool. Allowing a. high pnice, 
namely, 4s. 6d. per lb. for clean, scoured 
wool, that would amount to 14s. 45d. 
That is to say, out of my suit length, the 
producer would get 14s. 5d., while the 
manufacturer and the middleman would 
tmake £5 5s. 7d. Do not honorable mem- 
bers think that that example suggests a 
good opportunity for our returned men 
to make a payable proposition out of the 
establishment of a woollen mill? Do 
they not think that here is demonstrated 
a far better opportunity to succeed’ than 
returned men are ever likely to have on 
the land? 
- with regard to the Government’s land 
settlement policy; but I fear there will 
be a lot of failures among returned 
soldier settlers. The principle ‘held by 
the various Governments of “buying out 
one man in order to put another on the 
land is most unsatisfactory, and alto- 
gether unsound. In my own district, 
land values have appreciated from £1 to 
£4 an acre during the past three months, 
and more land has changed hands dur- 
ing those three months than in the course 
of the previous three years. There are 
large areas of unalienated land in the 
Commonwealth. I do not know to what 
extent they exist in other States, but, 
presumably, they would be even larger 
than in Victoria. In. our north-western 
mallee country there are 5,400,000 acres 
which have been graded as first, second, 
and third class land. I have consistently 
advocated that this land should be given: 
to our returned boys in living areas of, 
say, 640 acres of first-class land, or 
1,000 acres of second, or 1,500 acres of 
third-class land. There are very few 
but who would make a success upon such 
blocks. Of course, I would stipulate 
certain conditions, and not leave the way 


FowLerR.—Which is dearer than 


See 


open for returned soldiers to leave their - 


holdings in twelve months, or in two or 


three years. | I would compel them to. 
- live on their Vite for a certain time. It 


Pinder: lane, aie bbehib al eit iieatlie 


I do not wish to say anything | 


| would be. “up. to ”? the fears a to 


- good, roads, railway ; “facilities, w | 
aervaden, and he Van OER 


an Sasiporia of tate activities, 
ing up of this territory 
within five to ‘tem years, an inet 
the wheat yield in Victoria amou: 
_ between 40 per cent. and 50 
The Government have continu 
out for increased production; 
way to bring that about is to” 
men on the land. They c 
look for increased production, h 
by going in for a poliey of b 
one man and putting in anothe 
third reason given by the Sen 
agreeing to my. amendment is 
Because grave financial loss. 
ment and “disappointment to hodie 
may result from the starting of 
which may not prove successful. . 
I am perfectly sure that a num er 
returned soldiers have been sett 
land under conditions which me 
possible for them to hope for s 
regret to have to say that I be 
shall have a great number o 
amongst the returned men settled 
land, I will not say that t 
be no failures under my amen 
I believe the number would be Je 
we may expect under the land sett 
proposals for repatriation, — 


have suggested £250, in connexi 
the building of soldiers’ homes, the 
mortar, and machinery woul 
away, though a numiber of the 


operative organizations: pee 

In regard to the last reas cn 
the Senate for disagreeing to my > 
ment, I should like to say’t | 
vernment, by accepting the ame 
the first place, showed that the 
of the proposal. No provisi 
made for soldiers’ industrial | 
challenge ane Government to s 


4 


proper bepatrielion mf ae 
men who are not. ae in di iz 
brades aa relies bana 3 ! 


meet, the case of Rw men, 
honorable members| on 
fully alive to the necessity. 
ae for thes, men f 


hs} ork Yi) ; ae tas N Aang 
AY PAR Ye 4 me Che ot any! 


Aby oa 
4 ce 
a el 
vhs 
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ne f 
ioVision has been made, Niottuenle 
e done for them as individuals, but 
ay hope to do. something for them 
hyely, I hope that the “Committee 
asist on the amendment, and with 
@ respect to the honorable member 
pricornia, I trust that his alterna- 
n andment wall not be agreed to. 

RILEY (South Sydney) [4.3].—I 
like, first of all, to know why the. 
ment have changed their mind in 
Biter. [ expected that the Min- 
lr. Poynton) would make an im- 
Statement ‘giving good reasons 
e Government should go back on 
tMision of the Committee in this. 
um The honorable member for 
C@rnia (Mr. Higgs) said that we 


t 


{ 

u 
ee 
| ry 
’, 


amubmitted here by the honorable 
ior Echuca, (Mr. Hill). is not 
(law of the country. Perhaps it 
pas Ww ell to remind: the country 
ature of the work done by the 
That braneh of this Legislature 
B Bill through so. quickly, and in 
B slipsh: od. fashion, that it had to. 


ernment for the improvement. of 
ire while it was under considera- 
his House. 

roynron.—The Senate did not 
fhose amendments, 


ALE Y .—Well, the Government 


prom those amendments for the im- 
promt of a Bill which was passed* by 
the Mite under the supervision of the 
Mig® for Repatriation (Senator 
Mil@and the Minister for Dafence 
Gee Pearce). When it was. re- 


celv@@ire it was found that a whole 
‘SheaMimendments were necessary, be- 
‘Senate had neglected its work. 


nen Wot this the honorable member 
for Mcornia characterizes the Senate 
48 tour of the country. 1 look . 


| private enterprises that the 
member for Echuca (Mr. Hill) 


to try a new experiment by 
men together to work co- 
_ to.) prevent 


q ei, 


‘ke 
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thank the Senate that the amend- ’ 


ng a number of amendments to: 


D the time when, in the interests. 
By. the. Senate wall be wiped: 


Brn ble member: for: Capricornia: 
list of: private businesses, the 
which had gone insolvent. It: 
t, there have been. so many’ 


ment of sawmills there. 
‘conditions, the. Government are compelled’ 


such. failures. i 
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The cry of the Government has been for 
more production, and the adoption of 
the amendment would be one of the most 
practical steps that could be taken to 
inerease production. I could mention a_ 
number of things in connexton with which 
men co-operating might do much to 
develop the resources of the country. 

For instance, the greasy wool now ex- 
ported from Australia could be seoured 
here by unskilled labour. We hawe 
plenty of water, we have the weol, and 
we have unemployed labour. All that 
would be necessary would be for the 
Government to assist returned men m 
different’ parts of the country to work 
co-operatively im the scouring of wool 
before it. was brought to the large centres 
of population. In that way the Govern- 
ment would be doing much to settle 
people in the country districts. Again, 
if we. consider the building trade, we: 
know that great difficulty is being expe; 
rienced in providing homes for returned’ 
soldiers. If returned men were allowed 
to: co-operate m the building trade for the: 
building of soldiers’ homes, a very great 
deal of good micht be effected. If the 
Gevernment were prepared to advance 
to men, working co-operatively £200 or 
£300 te buy material for the purpose, a 


_ very considerable stimulus could be: given 


to. the erection of soldiers’ homes. The: 
Government would have a len on the 
buildings, and practical control of the 
whole business. That would help the 
soldiers, and’ would find employment for 
our people. If it is to be left to men 
to take up the building of these homes 
by day labour or by contract on the old 
lines, there will be no stimulation. of 
the business. It seems to me that under 
the amendment. we might very easily 
start. the building of soldiers’ homes: 
under the co-operative system. The 
honorable member for Cowper (Dr. Earle 
Page) was telling me coming over in the 
train that there are large quantities of 
beautiful timber in his district which 
could be cut and supplied by co-operative 
groups of returned men for the erection — 
of ‘soldiers’ homes. He is in a position - 
to: assure the Government that there is. 
plenty of good timber in his district: for 
the purpose, and the Government might 
assist: returned soldiers in the establish- . 
Under existing’ 


to pay the high prices for timber for 


soldiers’ “idan fixed by” ‘the Combine that 
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exists in the amaher industry, and these 
high prices are ultimately passed on to’ 
the returned soldiers. I have been in 
the building trade all my life, and I am 
confident that a soldier’s’s home which 
costs under existing conditions about 
£700 could be built for £500 if it were 
not for the action of the Combines con- 
trolling the timber industry and the 
manufacture of bricks and cement. 

Mr. Grecory.—Where do the Com- 
bines end ? 

Mr, RILEY.—I think they have no 
end. Their number continues~ to in- 
crease, and they are to be found operating 


all over the country. Under the amend-. 


ment submitted by the honorable member 
for Echuca (Mr. Hill), the Government 
could assist returned soldiers to establish 
co-operative saw-mills, and there would 
be a ready market for all the timber they 
could cut, as there are thousands of men 
who are still awaiting homes. The 
Government might also assist returned 
‘soldiers to co-operate in the manufacture 
_of bricks. There is a good market for 
bricks in every city in Australia, and 
bricks, as well as timber, are required 
for the erection of soldiers’ homes. The 
Brick Combine in New South Wales has 


put up the price of bricks to as high as. 


£5 per 1,000. I can.remember the 
time when bricks could be purchased for 
25s. per 1,000. 

What the honorable member _ for 
Echuca proposes is a departure from 
the rut, but we cannot hope to put an 
end to industrial unrest unless we change 
our present methods. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—You will not do 
so by methods of this kind. 

Mr. RILEY. —One of the best means 
to bring about industrial peace is to 


enable men to work for themselves. I 


have known the honorable member for 
Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster) to grow 
quite red in the face on many oceasions 
in this Chamber in advocating co- ol male 
tion. 

Mr:. RicHarp Foster. LEN bt in a 
matter of this kind, but only on a basis 
-of sanity. 


Mr, RILEY.—When will it be right, in 


the honorable member’s opinion, to begin’: 


co-operative work? The Government 
have money to spend in the repatriation 
_ of returned soldiers. It is the policy of 
the country that they should be as soon 
as possible established again in civil life, 
and the only question is as. to the best 


: [REPRESENTATIVES.] i 


othe to te 


' ture has disagreed. 


to. Had the Government — 


_ Government would have gon 


constitutional right to rejec 


(Mr. Higgs), but I like 


This should not— he regardet 

matter. We ought all to wu 
‘earnest endeavour. to solve’ 
pléyed problem. Upon my r ure 
Ryaneys only last week, I hac 


andes of men going up. 
their names as applicants f 
When is that practice going to 
The Government are merely feedia. 
men from day to day without buildir ; 
any permanent industries in which 
may obtain employment. Here is jan 
portunity for them to establish apo 
co-operative basis new industries i int w 
qur returned soldiers may labour jo 
duce that wealth for which the cou nt 
crying out. Yet the Government q 
down here and without assignil ne 
reasons for their change of fron 

not to insist upon our amendmer 
which the other branch of — 


Mr, RICHARD Foster. ~The rea 


Mr. 
reasons. 


RILEY, they 
No Nt Ns ay ne 


those reasons, 
Mr. Rrowaxp ee OSTHR.—— 


Home and ihoceiirte: a 
who said, ‘““T recognise that. 
are up,’’ and accordingly it 


by the honorable gentleman, 
which 
would age been avoided. Afte 
which was then taken, any self-re 


I shall support the amen 
honorable member for Echu 
and shall oppose the decisi 
by the Senate. At the pr 
other branch of the Legisl. 
truly represent the people o 
An election took place rece 
result I believe that the 


passed by this Chamber. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER 
[4.13].—I do not care for the 
of the honorable member 


‘ ; ‘ 
“iy bor he 
retail 

9, 


A ustralian 


than [I de the amendment of the 


ble member for Echuca (Mr. Hill), 
t exceedingly the impression that 


teasonably be conveyed by the re-. 


of the honorable member for 
to the attitude of the Govern- 
t regard to the fulfilment, of their 
8 to our returned soldiers. I am 
ire that that reference must have 
ade unwittingly, and that if its 
1ad thought the matter out calmly 
d never have made the suggestion 
*did. In so far as it was possible 
m them, the Government. have 
leemed their promises to our re- 
oldiers. Literally, they have ab- 
redeemed them. There is no 
in the world which has acted 
1erously to its soldiers than has 
| through the medium of the 
wealth Government. The State 
ents, too, have. acted similarly 
ty limit of their resources. I ad- 
kly that the services of the 
men from this country can never 
ately recognised in a material 
‘ut we have gone to the very 
of our resources in order to 
‘gratitude to these men. I am 


by the Minister. for Repatria- 
tor Millen). me 

S Page.—You forget that the 
‘proposed to be established are 
ct. to the approval of the Min- 


hat, and I shall deal with that 
ve matter presently. I tell the 
member, as I told him the other 
[ believe the Minister, on the 
moment, accepted the amend- 
se it contained some sors of ‘a 
afeguard. [I am in. entire 
vith the object of honorable 
the Country party. 

.—You ought to. be. | 
TARD FOSTER.—I am; but 
lace it upon a solid founda- 
y years ago T was a founda- 
‘of what is to-day one of the 
-operative societies. in Aus- 
about twenty years it had to 
inst great difficulties, but to- 
of the best institutions of its 
world, because it is upon a 
rund basis. If the honorable 


ae 


iat! : Stk ME 
en, a Aaa } 


SHARD FOSTER.—T know | 
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member for Echuca wishes us to embark 
upon similar enterprises, why does he not 
seek to establish co-operative industries 
for our soldiers by the application to that 
purpose of their war gratuities? | 

| Mr. Hirr.—Why do you not apply the 
soldier’s gratuity to land settlement? 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—In the 
encouragement of land settlement and in 
the repatriation of our soldiers the Go- 
vernment have behaved handsomely. Ex- 
perience has already proved that we are 
going to lose millions of pounds upon our 
scheme of land settlement for our soldiers, 
and that scheme rests on an infinitely 
sounder basis than does the establishment 
of co-operative industries in the way that 
is now proposed. In South Australia there 
are returned men who intend launching 
out on the co-operative principle to the 
extent of £250,000 by applying their war 
gratuities to this purpose. — 

Mr. Gisson.—Under the amendment of 
the honorable member for Capricornia, 
we should have to advance those men 
another £250,000. 

Mr. RICHARD. FOSTER.—I - am 
going to accept the lesser of two evils. 
The land is here, and cannot get away. 

Mr. Prowsz.—But the £625 can get 


is away. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER—That is a 
perishable asset, and yet it is a better asset 
than 1s that which we are now considering. 
We have already had a painful experi- 
ence in connexion with many of the ad- 
vances made to our soldiers for homes, 
stock, aud implements, to the extent of 
£650. The proposal will be more 
troublesome to the Repatriation Depart- 
ment thar any it has handled up to 
date. 

Mr. Fenron. — But if it is good in 


principle, why not test it? 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I_ invite 
the honorable member to bring it before 
any financial institution. He will then 
find out its real value. The honorable 
member for Maranoa (Mr. James Page) - 
knows. 

Mr. James Pacu—I know that a man 
gets very little sympathy from a bank 
when he is down or in a hole. 

Mr, RICHARD FOSTER.~And’ this | 
proposal is not the way to get any man 
out of a hole. I repeat that the Go- 
vernment have gone to the limit of their 


ees 
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resources in order to provide for our re- 
turned soldiers, and I want my ‘honor- 
able friends in the corner, who appear to 
regard themselves as the wuardian angels 
of the,farmers of Australia to remember 
that if we have a dry winter Australia 
will be in the grip of the worst drought 
ever experienced in the history of this 
country. Should this winter be un- 
favorable the Governments “will be at 
their wit’s end to meet the obligations 
resting upon them, and to so finance as to 
keep a large proportion of our farmers on 
the Jand. Honorable members of the 
Country party must be aware of. this 
danger. I speak *from bitter experience 
of many droughts, and, therefore, I ask 


the Committee not to aecept any hazard- 


ous scheme involving huge financial obli- 
gations. We should not adopt any “ wild- 
cat’ scheme of this nature. 

Mr. James Pacu.—Oh! 
you regard it? 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—-I say this 
advisedly, because I know the danger 
ahead of us. 

Mr. Grsson.—Then why did you vote 
for it on the last oecasion? 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. — On the 
eontrary, I denounced it, and did not lke 
it a bit better even with the provision 
that any proposed co-operative enterprise 
was to be subject to the approval of the 
Minister, because, after all, it will be 
administered by the Commission. The 
Minister will simply have power to with- 
hold approval. 

Dr. Earte Pace.—We want to give the 
Commission something to do. * 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The Com- 


mission when appointed will have charge 


Ts that ea 


of administration with regard to pensions, , 


vocational training, and hospitals for dis- 
abled returned soldiers. ‘We cannot ex- 
pect men who may be experts in that 


particular aspect of repatriation to be 


capable of dealing with this “ jack-of-all- — had not been for the ge 


trades” scheme. A Minister worth ‘His 
salt will approve of very few of the 


schemes that may come before him under: 
this proposal. As I have already posited. 


out, there will be abundant opportunities 
for our returned soldiers to enter mto co- 


operative enterprtses by the investment 
of their gratuity bonds. 


‘Some have al- 
ready determined upon this course. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [4.27]. 


(The pias Py, ihe re ‘nmsech il 


‘in the early days we alwa 


some men are unsuccessful i: 


ployee, he is not good enoug! 


been worth 5s. to-day. In 


at ‘eho tect gone — n 
dropped out of business remi 


men who were lucky, but nev 
who had gone .under finanel 


search for gold, and who ha 
health as well. ‘We all kno 


Ime of business, others can i 
suceess of it: Bee 


Dr. Earte Page. — Bepeeterty 
who have been *‘ over the top.” ‘ 


Mr. JAMES PAGE. ie a 
were good enough for that, they 
good enough for these businesses. | 
my conversion to the amendment 
version were needed, to the arguin} 
the -honorable member for Wi 
(Mr. Stewart) when the Bill-wej 
through. is arguments remin} 
of i Ww well-known advertiseme} 
touches the spot.” We kno 
who left their labouring jobs to gf 
Front were the men who eoul 
pended upon to do things. 
there was anything to do, th 
men who attempted it. They. 
Australia rang from end to e 
of their glorious achievements 
dier was good enough to go awa 
and do everything necessary t 
a successful soldier ; ‘but becau: 
labourer, a factory hand, or 


a start in business on his 
the Government i in favour of 
men navyvies or Jabourers for 
because they happened to 
before they went abroad ? 
ing the proposed new clause 
strongly in favour of givin. 
portunity to improve their pe 
honorable member for Cap 
Higgs). says that the soldiers. 
scribe £1 for £1. In my : 


squatter at Barcaldine I wo 1] 


when I was-employed in th 
gentleman asked me how m 
pared to provide if he gavi 
to start dairying. I informe 
I-had only £10, ‘and he rep 

that to buy sutemil, and I 
you with egy con He 


member UE ‘the Commonwealth Par-— 


wt, mainly because I received some 


mce when I needed it. At that time 


a shearer, or shed thand, and was 
sually employed on railway or other 
But I was young, ‘with plenty of 
on, and I ‘succeeded because I was 
Do honorable members who are 
1g the proposed new clause say that 
*n whom we say should benefit are 
mpetent to be their own masters ? 
lhould we ask them to find. £100? 
I not ask them for anything when 
‘re going to fight for us, | 
‘Frenton.—Merely to take the oath. 
J AMES PAGE.—Yes, that is all 
3d them to subscribe. The honor- 
mber for Wakefield (Mr. Richard 
Seems to think that co-operative 
‘kings of the character mentioned 
t ikely to be successful. We 
hat many who start in. busi- 
tl by the wayside, but most 


© men, if given the oppor- 
will be successful. Many who 
nefited largely by their experience 


‘would prove satisfactory em- 
and I do not think a large per- 
would make mistakes if given the 
puty. Many of the returned sol. 
to have been placed on the land 
asland are doomed to failure be- 
ey know nothing of rural work, 
they realize that. they do not 
ad the business they natu- 
ome disheartened. Certain sec- 
} the industria] community are 
}0 limit a week’s work to forty 
Hut we have to remember that 
jaged in rural pursuits are in 
‘tances endeavouring to do forty 
jk in twenty-four hours, When 
‘2 who have recently gone on the 
that they have to work labori- 
{ continuously to 
will lose heart. The honor- 
‘Der for Wakefield (Mr. Richard 
dias said that the land is always 
‘because it cannot be removed ; 
Jone knows that. In Queens- 
} years ago Mr. Barlow estab- 
group svstem of land settle 
|| I, in common with others in- 
oped that we were going to 
could be done by successful co- 
2) At the time I was earning 9s. 
railway work, and I placed 4s. 
“pS earnings into a co-operative 
the belief that it would suc- 
incident occurred after the 
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reap any re- , 
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1891 strike, and I do not quarrel with 
the honorable member for Capricornia 
concerning his fears, because he knows 
what happened. 

Mr. Fenton.—I suppose you were all 
short of cash at the time. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Yes. But when 

we are dealing with men possessing the 
independent spirit that most Australians 
have—and, thank God, they have it—we 
have no occasion to fear) In con- 
nexion. with the Alice River settlement, 
to which I am referring, the Govern- 
ment of which Sir Samuel Griffith was 
then leader helped the settlers, and in 
1900, when only five settlers were left, , 
freeholds were granted, with the result 
that the settlers immediately disposed of 
their land to the highest bidder, The hon- 
orable member for Capricornia believes 
that something similar will occur in this 
instance, but he must remember that there . 
is a different feeling abroad to-day, and — 
men know that they have to work to live. 
Our returned soldiers have gone through 
fire and water, yea, in many instances, 
hell itself could not have been worse, and 
surely they are able to launch out 
now on their own account in. their 
Own country. Even supposing the 
proposal may mean a, loss of millions, we 
should be prepared to give the system a 
trial, without which there is no chance of 
achieving success. Fancy asking men to 
put up £100 when all the money they 
possess is what they earn. The honorable 
member for Wakefield is afraid that men 
will desire to be assisted in ‘‘ wild cat’? 
schemes—enterprises that are not likely 
to prove profitable. Quite a number of 
people would say that the honorable mem- 
ber himself is not a success. ; 

Mr. Jacxson.—But they do not say it. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—-They say worse 
than that. It must be remembered that 
no co-operative concerns can be estab- 
lished without the consent- of the Min- 
ister. 3 

Mr. MeWittiams.—And if the Minis- 
ter is not sure, he will take the proposal 
before Cabinet. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—If I was ad- 
ministering the Act, and any doubtful 
schemes were submitted, I would not have 
any hesitation in telling the men why the 
Government could not give their support. 

Mr. Fow.er.—Every one would not be 
as firm as the honorable member. 


Pat 


- Jargely* on management. 
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Mr. JAMES PAGE. — Honorable 
members are well aware that it was as 
hard to get anything out of Mr. Webster 
when he was Postmaster-General as it 
would be to draw a camel’s tooth. This 
measure needs to be administered sym- 
pathetically, and, as I have often said in 
this House and on public platforms, 
there is no man in Australia, either in 
public or private life, who could have ad- 
ministered the Repatriation Act .more 
satisfactorily than the Minister for Re- 
patriation (Senator Millen). He has been 
both sympathetic and firm. He has made 
a lot of enemies by his firmness, but he 
has steered clear of all danger, and the 
public of Australia, and the soldiers par- 
ticularly, should be grateful for what he 
has done. Knowing now what the feeling 
of the Committee is, I feel sure that the 
Minister will stand by the clause, 
and I can imagine I hear him saying, 
“ Colonel, don’t shoot ; I will come down.’’ 
If he wishes for a repetition of what 
happened on Friday last, he will get it, 
Mr. Poynron.—How long is it since 
you changed your mind on the subject? 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I have not done 
so. I was one of the chief supporters of 
‘the proposal when it was first brought 
forward. 
Mr. Tupor.—Why did the Minister 
accept the original proposal? The re- 
cords show that it was amended at his 
suggestion, and accepted. 
Mr. JAMES. PAGE.—1 suppose 


The first reason of the Senate for _Alis- 


agreeing to clause 47a is— 


Because it is not considered equitable to ex- 
tend &o collective bodies of soldiers benefits for 
which individual soldiers might not be eligible. 
No one could present a better case for 
the clause than has been made out. by 
the honorable member for Echuca (Mr. 
Hill). If a boss can make £100 a 
month out of a saw-milling plant, and 
pay men to work for him—a plant need 
_ not be very big to give that profit—why 
should not returned soldiers, working in 
co-operation, make similar profits? : 

Mr. Betu.—Il know men who have lost 
a lot of money this year. _ 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I know men 
- who have lost money in squatting, and 
jn other businesses. But, generally 
speaking, success or failure depends 
} A namber of 
soldiers could take up milling, some de- 
voting themselves to the finding and fell- 
: Sse 


4 oe 
ny 


he 
saw that the numbers were against him.. 


men as among those of other class 
given a chance, Many men woul 
a success out of a business of this 
Of course, in a case where all wis! 
be the boss, the thing would fail. 
better can we do than to give thes 
a chance? I do not think that i 
were put on their honour, it woul: 
as the’ honorable member for Wa 
(Mr. Richard Foster) said, milli 
pounds. : Me 

Mr.  Poynton.—It: would | 
£12,500,000 if only 25 per cent. 
men took advantage of the arran¢ 

Mr. JAMES PAGE—If the 
become productive agencies, it Wi} 
great thing for the Commonwealt 

Mr. McWrittams.—Is it suf 
that they will all fail? er a 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—That is f 
‘tention underlying the argu vent 
am combating. : ee | 

Mr. Poyvntron.—The honorabl¥ 
ber for Franklin would not § 
money into a venture of this kig 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—1I shf 


_ willing to do so, and to give my— 


assistance, feeling sure that withg! 
months, if we could get rid of F 
duce, the venture would: prove f° 
Mr. Srewart.—There are 9! 
of business men who would be le 
glad to give the dinkum soldier | U 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Yes3—! 
community would be glad of E 
duction. I hope the Committe 
sist upon its amendment, whi Dy) 
chance to those on the lowes di 
the social ladder. It is ‘the fie 
cannot put up a few shilling§ii; 
want to help, not those who ji 
provided for. Bi 
Mr. JOWETT (Grampians fix 
The members of the Commipmiiy, 
‘be grateful to the circums all: 
have brought about this very Diy 
ing discussion, and have @.,. 
valuable speeches of the honq fi 
‘bers for Capricornia (Mr. Higt, 
(Mr. Hill), Maranoa (Mr. JB,‘ 
and others. Having caref@: . 


the reasons given by the Sey ee 


agreeing to the clause, I cdi, 
insufficient, and although tj 
siderable merit in the prog 


i a 


. If x 
i 
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able member for Oapricornia (Mr. 
), I hope that the Committee may 
* to it one which I shall submit at 
r stage, which will, I think, remove 
ssible objections to the original pro- 

of the honorable member - for 
a. The clause, as it stands, may, 
tied, tend to increase the enormous 
portion between the urban and 
populations of Australia, and there- 
| wish to amend it that it may 


subject to the ap- 
of the Minister; have power to assist 
' in establishing industries in country 
$8 and inland country towns on a co- 
ve basis, such industries to include the 
‘eture of boots, woollen goods, and 
f, tanning, wool-scouring, fellmongering 
<indred industries) , Sawmilling, and 
fterprises. | 


guificance is rarely attached to the 
A drift of population from the 
y tO our seaport towns, and the 
L decay of once flourishing and 
put country towns. Yearly dur- 
2 past decade the capitals have 


Commission shall, 


fat the expense of the country dis- | 


pud at the present time in two 
the population of the capital is 
than that of the rest of the State. 
B the population of Adelaide was 
» and that of the rest of South 
Ba 210,000; and the population 
ourne was 723,500, and that of 
for Victoria’ 700,258, A similar 
patiairs is gradually coming about 
Bber States. | , 
Bupor.—Is not the same thing 
y in every country in the world? 
LEMING.—An 
countries than in Australia, 

OWETT.— At the proper time, 
| due notice, I shall be prepared 
vey mankind from China to 


with statistics; but my concern: 
ath what is happening in Aus- 
mere there is no excuse for. this 
Btion. If the natural. advan- 
gee seaport towns are not counter- 
Bin some way such as I have sug- 
ey may eventually attract. to 
3 almost the -whole of the popu- 
mhe country. 

Beer Best.—Is not Portland a 
wn, but also a country town? 
LL.—In ‘Tasnvania there are 
thirteen towns which can be so 
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at a greater rate , 


nd; if necessary, to deluge the 
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Mr. JOWETT.—Ii is within the pro- 


vince of honorable members to make ex-' 
ceptions in favour of such places as Warr- 
nambool and Portland and others they 
may see fit to include, 

Mr. Maruews.—Deoes \not the honor- 
able member think by giving notice of a 
further amendment he will kill the whole 
project ? 

Mee TOWER TD Todo mar think so. 
Every honorable member js exceedingly 
auxious to re-establish country towns in 
their former position of importance, and 
to do everything possible to provide ade- 
quate employment and remuneration for 
people who live in country districts and 
country towns: 

, Mr. Marnews.—I think the honorable 
niember is endeavouring to save the Go- 
vernment, | 

gM SOW RDI: 2° The 
member is most wngenerous 
gesting any ulterior 
part... My object’ is not to save 
the Government or the position of any 
honorable member of the House. _ My 
purpose is to save the country districts and 
the country towns from the process of 
gradual extinction, and to assist soldiers 
living in country districts to form co- 
operative establishmenits. Soldiers who 
live in the cities would probably find it 
advantageous to move their abodes ito 
very salubrious and agreeable country 
towns for the purpose of “securing the 
Same advantage. If the alternative 
amendment of the honorable member for 
(Mr. Higgs) is defeated, I 
shall move my amendment. 

Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 
Home and Territories) [4.58].—I was 
anxious to hear how the honorable mem- 
ber would justify creating a distinction 
between soldiers residing in metropolitan 
areas and those living in country districts. 

Mr. Srewart.—That is not the pro- 
posal before the Committce at the present 


honorable 
in sug- 
motive on my 


time. 


Me: POYNDON-=P'vam’ wall “aware 
that the proposal before the Committee 
is the amendment of the honorable mem- 
ber for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), and of 
the two evils I prefer the degser. But I 
am amazed at the indifference of the 
Economy party. They . talk quite flip- 
pantly about the millions which they are 
willing to take the risk of throwing away. 
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_ When. the honorable soe fon Capri- 


 -eornia estimated that the cost of these 


a 


he 


co-operative concerns would probably be 


£50,000,000, an henorable member in the 
Countr y party’s corner said that it would 
not be more than 25 per cent. of that 
amount—as if 25 per cent. of £50,000,000 
was a mere bagatelle, No proposal has 
ever came before this Parliament involy- 
ing greater danger of the waste of public 
‘moneys. Even “with the reservation that 
T was the means of having inserted in the 
proposal of the honorable member for 
Echuca (Mr. Hill) the provision to 
which another place has taken exception 
is an inducement to all those soldiers who 
are now, settled in various occupations to 
give up their positions and make applica- 
tion to share in the advantages bestowed _ 
by it. Very few of the honorable mem- 
bers who support this proposal would put 
their own money into a project unless 
they had control over it. We are here as 
the custodians of pubhe monay. 


Mr. Prowsz.—How much of his own 
money would the Minister put into the 


land settlement policy at present in force? 


Mr. POYNTON.—WNo soldier is as- 


sisted on the land unless he has a quali- 
fication certificate. To start with, there. 
is an approval Board, and inder the 


original arrangement eh regard to land 
Ler Merion we were very Cae tnt to get 
the. whole of each man’s experience 
before he went abroad. In that way 


‘we were assured that the men placed on 
the land would be those who had training 


for the> occupation, but apparently no 
training 1s. to be demanded from the man 
who asks to be financed in a co-operative 
concern. Men who have had twelve 
months’ vocational training are now 
anxious to -be started in a co-operative 
boot factory, without having learned 
their trade by a long way. 


Mr. James Pace.—What is the posi- 


tion of a man who was managing a saw- 


mill before he enlisted, and who cannot 
get. back into his old position, but must 
take a subservient position ? 

Mr, POYNTON.—There is nothing in 
the Repatriation Act to prevent his 
getting assistance even without this 
amendment. * There is no part. of the 


world where more has been done for 
returned soldiers than has been done 
here. The honorablé member for 
- Maranoa (Mr. James Page) has not 


done ma it than the Mini 
patriation (Senator Millen’) 
Has ‘not, the clause come ba 
very Minister in another ple ; 
the man who most dreads this f 
I ask the Committee to a 
amendment of the honorable 
Capricornia, because it will 
if men are required to put 
money into these concerns. « — 


Mr. FENTON - (Maribyrnong yy 
We have just’ listened to one of #1 
surprising addresses ever deli 
this Chamber. 0 
imagine that it came from 
who only last week readily : 
proposal of the honorable 
Echuca ak perce i have 3 


Mr. Poynton. Bet Le 
member read what I sai 
proposal. 


Mr. FENTON. ae do no 
‘the honorable gentleman ma 
in a dozen speeches. It is th 
that counts, and his final s 
assent to the proposal, which. 
when the clause was put to” 
mittee signified. The 
Poynton) has not an ounce 
Last week he was doing some 
to-day he says was diametric 
to the interests of the count 
of returned soldiers. 
chanee come about? | : 
a cursory discussion in anot 
not a heart-to-heart talk sue 
here among men who are € 
practical sense in certain 
are desirous of helping. 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Are # 
flections on another place in 

Mr. FENTON.—Anothe 
to be reflected on for havir 
Bill which had to be com] 
hauled and sent back to. 
entirely new face on it. 
natural that the Minister f 
tion (Senator Millen) shoul 
nise his own measure on its” 
ever, that is mo reason for \ 
we have done anything wror 
ing to the Minister for How 
tories, there has never yet 
position put forward presen 
avenues for throwing away : 
does. Did ever a ame im 


a 2 
rd as 
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ovides that the Repatriation 
rf is' to examine every appli- 
m a hody of men to start a 
ve concern. «Six men may 
wish to start a saw-mill. The 

member for Wimmeéra (Mr. 
pointed out last week the case 
igaged in a saw-mill who were 
o start on their own account, 
not the wherewithal to do so. 


no need for any qualification. 


from them. They have already 
ged inthe practical work; but 


vays to*keep them in subservient. 


and say that we will do nothing 
em? If we find such practical 
ng to undertake a co-operative 
or their own advantage, why 
» deny them the right to make 
I know a young fellow at Red 
the Mornington Peninsula, who 


ng to the war was employed in 


He and a few other returned 
ave purchased a,saw-bench, and 
are turning out tens of thousands 
ases, and are ‘doing well. 
esirable to help men of that 
! Surely we are not’ gong 
1 our emphatic and unanimous 
f last week? If the Repatri-- 
mission is not satisfied with any 
for assistance under this pro- 
will send practical men to find 
) the mill is to be started, who 
_to run it, and what previous 
they. have had. And even if, 
ming exhaustive inquiries, the 
mn is favorable, the proposal 
» be submitted to the Minister, 
. is not satisfied he can take 
inet. Hach application may 
ass the critieism and verdict of 
‘ent courts before it is granted. 


jard Foster) has said that if 
‘al were taken to any financial 
tit would be turned down. 
Ye companies are nearly always 
upon bank overdrafts to help 
ary on, and if a bank is willing 
lem they are all right; but I 
,ted with one co-operative rural 
hich, just as it was on the eve 
j}and because it happened to 
' certain private persons out 


not assist you any further.” 
o-operative concern in ° its 
es has been frowned out of 
y finantial institutions. It 


‘6 was told by. the’ bank, 
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seems to me that’a plea has been put up 
this afternoon for vested interests. The 
honorable member for Maranoa (Mr. 
James Page) has shown very clearly 
how necessary it is that we should 
stand by these men, and help them 
to provide for their own require- 
ments. In the building of homes 
for returned soldiers, for instance, 
who could better supply the timber, the 
bricks, and other material required than . 
the returned soldiers themselves? And 
who has a better right to supply them? 
If, however, we adopt the’ Minister’s pro- 
posal, we shall deny them that right. 
According to: a statement, in the news- 
papers to-day, we have, unfortunately, 
in Victoria no less than) 4,500 returned 
soldiers out of work. That is a disgrace- 
ful state of affairs. -There may be some 
who are unemployable—some whom it is 


chard to fit into any position—but I am 


quite certain that they are not all unfit 
to take up some kind of employment. We 
do not seem to be doing very much for 
these men. Here we have an oppor- 
tunity to help them. Are there likely 
to be greater failures in this than in 
other phases of industry? No. 


Mr. McWitutams.—There are going 
to be a few failures in connexion with 
land settlement. 


Mr. FENTON.—A returned soldier ap- 
ples to the State Board, secures a block 
of land, and has to’ conduct farming 
operations almost entirely without advice 
and ‘assistance. Under ‘this scheme, 
however, we would have a combination 
of energy and intelligence so that where 
one might fail a party of half-a-dozen or 
more, because of their combined wisdom, 
would make good. The industries men- 
tioned by the honorable nfember for 
Echuca (Mr. Hill) are but a combination 
of one great industry. Who, for in- 
«tance, has a better right to hold an in- 
terest in the management of woollen 
mills than the wool-growers? And so 
with the clothing, tanning, and _ fell- 
mongering trades. They are all related 
to primary industry. I hope that the 
Committee will insist upon the new clause 
inserted by us.in the Bill last week. 1 
am not in favour of the amendment 
proposed by the honorable member for 
Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), which the Go- 
vernment are accepting as the lesser of 
two evils. : 

Mr. McWittiams.—It is no good. 


* 
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Mr. FENTON. — And it is’ a serious 
reflection, not only on the Minister, but 
on our returned men. 

Sir JoserH Coox.—Will the hignenable 
member show in what respect it is no 
good ¢ : 

Mr. FENTON.—It will be of no avail 
because most of our men have come ace 
with very litle money. 

Sir Granvitia ARyRIE. —They 
have their gratuity. 

Mr. ., FENTON.—That will not help 
them over a thousand hills. It will cer- 
tainly be of assistance to some who are 
already in business, but it is lack of 
_ capital that, in most cases; brings about 
failure. That was the cause of the 
failure of the co-operative concern with 
which I was associated. If we had pos- 
sessed ample capital, we could _ have 


will 


brushed aside the objections of the coun- - 


try bank manager, who knew little about 
our industry; but, not having it, we 
were closed up like a book. Many of 
the banks and financial institutions will 
treat co-operative concerns in the same 
way. Co-operation, however, has come 
bo stay, and the more it is extended the 
better for the community. Those who 
vote against the clause will -vote against 
one of the best propositions ever put be- 
fore Parliament, because it is designed to 
help returned soldiers to do fer them- 
selves what they are most anxious to do. 
I hope the Comméttee will stand by it. 
Mr. ROBERT COOK (Indi) [5.16]— 
It seems to me that some honorable mem- 
bers are disposed to approach ‘the eon- 
sideration of this question in a fighting 
spirit rather than to deal with it accord- 
ing to common-sense principles. 1 am 
convinced that we are all anxious to do 
what we Mbnestly believe to be in the best 
interests of our returned men, and in the 
few remarks that I propose to make I 
shall follow along practical ines. As@ 
rural producer engaged in the butter in- 
dustry, I have had practical, experience 
nf the working of co-operative enter- 
prises. Many honorable members. will 
be aware of the fact that when the butter 
industry in Victoria was in a very: bad 
way the State Government came to our 
assistance with a bonus,. and that ibs help 
was most opportune. Tt put us in ‘good 
heart, enabled us to wipe off our debts, 
and was also the means of putting the 
State on a solid footing. We have some 
25,000 returned men either already in 


’ 
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to 


training or co for yoas 
ing. I have seen the work ths 
carried out in the vocationa 
institute on St.°Kilda-road, an 
I said a few days ago, a distinc 
the Minister for Repatriation 
learning various trades will so 
proficient in establishing indus 
as those of furniture- making, 
ing, motor-body making, or b 
ing, in each of which a ‘dozen. 
men could combine when a gra 
£200 a man would enable them t 
business on a sound footing. 

enable them to become their o 
and the movement as it gr 
break down, to a very large « 
industrial unrest that now pre’ 
desire is that as many men @ 
shall be made self-reliant. | 


‘vant men_to be content to ren 


éarners. I desire, on the co 
encourage the men to become. 
masters. The, clause is not € 
induce men to*lean on the G 
for help. It inakes for comb 
individual effort. In this ¢ 
scheme we shall certainly | 
failures, but I am convint 

adopted: it will lead to the est 
of our returned men in a nur 
‘dustries, and will open up | 
great possibilities to the | 
workers of Australia. We ay 
of the industrial unrest. *whic| 
day throughout the civilized 
believe that, by encouraging 
bine and work along co-opeyt 
we shall give very considerab 
to the soldier, and. do good ta 
asa whole. | “ 


foe the ‘evil. “What, 

would be the result if a nufh 
turned soldiers combined. and: 
woollen trade? Wool will fh; 
dearer in the future, and pri 
be what they have been, but § 
still offers unlimited scope fe 
and enterprise of co-operatk 
tions. Last year we export 
‘like £34,000,000 worth of wil 
according to experts, there 
of manure, on which we palit 
the old world, and which Cony 
able by-products. . 
of importance. =~ 
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ay be ss as a sf EN 
od no one can foretell the bene- 
will result from it. By en- 
co-operation we shall, to some 
move the feeling of hatred that 
tween the worker and _ the 

It should be our desire to do 
Ss humanly possible to remove 
ng. If, by carrying out this 
we can not only accomplish 
that direction, but make men 
reliant, we shall do a good ser- 
he community. Co-operative 


operly controlled would, to a_ 


nt, enable the people to. avoid 
ous sums that are spent on the 


agents and middlemen ranged © 


he producer and the consumer. 
rian Government has set’ us a 
xample in the :miatter of co- 
by its action in making ad- 
: the establishment of freezing 
he State Government advanced 
and although the scheme was 
rarded as a harum-searum one, 
to prove one of the wisest upon 
State has ever embarked. 
put, this clause is designed to 


Representatives of country 
es, after discussing the pro- 


will be possible to start a num- 
stries in rural towns, the resi- 
rhich will be able to render 
isistance. © We ask that this 
riven a trial. It ‘must not be 
bai it will be under the control 
Pusible Minister and the Cahi- 
hole. It has been said thet 
ave a change of Ministry, but 


ty responsibility for. 
q will have to account fo; the 


' if ‘to go very far along the 
4 without being pulled up by 
Jal hope that the Government 


| h im anc that a they do’ tt 
ly give satisfaction. to. our 
, but will opie up ‘fruitful 


ey. ART es [5.95] — 
'egson given by another place 

Bthis amendment is “ because 
‘MRdered equitable to extend to 
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little weight, 


boys more self-reliant and inde-. 


| returned soldiers and their 
re satisfied that under this_ 


its: 


— areas 
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collective bodies of soldiers benefits for 
which individual soldiers might not bé 
eligible.” That objection carries very 
because nothing in the 
amendment excludes any individual from 


its benefits; it merely proposes that when 


a body of men desire to start in a ¢o- 
operative enterprise, the Government 
shall. give them the opportunity. . The 
second reason advaneed by the Senate. was 
“because the effect of the granting of the 
benefits contemplated by the amendment 
would, result in the unsettlement of the 
large. majority of men whose re-establish- 
ment in civil life has been already accom- 
plished.” In other words, Private John 
Smith may throw down his pick in order 
to take up something better. It would 
not do to unsettle the hewer of wood and 
the drawer of water. He has become a 


_working bullock again, and it would mot 


do to fill him with the hope of attaining to 
something higher. The third reason is 
“because grave financial loss to the Go- 


_vernment, and dissappointment to bodies 


of men may result from the starting of 
enterprises which may not prove success- 
ful.” , The honorable member for Wake- 
field (Mr. Richard Foster ) said that this 
amendment might involve the loss of mil- 
hons of pounds. 


dealing 
with wool factories and big concerns when 


_I said the amendment might involve mil- 


lions of pounds. 

Mr. STEWART. — The honorable 
member has not much faith in the re- 
turned soldier’s ability to manage his own 
business. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrrr.—I have as much: 
faith as has the honorable member, and 1 
have shown it. 

Mr. STEWART —1I have ee lot of 
faith in the.men who, without any pre- 
vious knowledge of the science of war- 


-fare, more than beld their own against 


the finest troops ef Europe. The mem- 
bers of the Australian Imperial . Force 
were drawn from every calling. Most 
of those who went. from the rura! 
did mnof ,own. an. acre © of 
land, or a he&id of stock, but the 
Repatriation. Act gives them ‘the oppor- 


tunity of becoming their own masters on 


their return to Australia, provided that 
they can prove that they had previous ex- 
perience in agricultural pursuits. That 
section. of the Mica simare of the Australian ° 


a) 
. 


4724 


farm labourers are to be given a chance of 
becoming their own masters. I ask the 
Minister in charge of the Bill (Mr. Poyn- 
ton) why he wishes to deny the same right 
to others. There are men owning farms 
to-day who never before were their own 
masters. Some of them may prove fail- 
ures, but the majority of them will suc. 
ceed, Why deny the same opportunity 
to others? I will instance a concrete 
case: As a member of the Victorian Par- 
liament I was approached by a returned 
soldier, who, prior to enlisting, drove a 
horse and dray.. He had an opportunity 
to contract for municipal work in one of 
the northern towns, and he applied, 
through me, for an advance sufficient to 
enable him to purchase some horses and 
drays. The Repatriation Department, 
hawng ascertained that the man had not 
owned horses and drays before he went 
to the war, decided that he was not a fit 
and proper person to own them now, and 
his application was rejected. Fortu- 
nately, some business men in his district, 
who had a little more faith in the soldier 
than the Department apparently had, ad- 
vanced him sufficient money to enable him 
to purchase a horse and dray, which to- 
day are his own property. In this amend- 
ment we are making a plea for the co- 
operative principle and its application to 
returned soldiers. “If a number of men 
elub together, the Government may ad- 
vance them money for the purchase of a 
plant and building in order to carry out 
their enterprise, the Government retain- 
ing a lien over the -plant and building. 
Im other words, we ask the Government to 
shy to a co-operative society of soldiers, 
“We will set you up with £2,000 worth, 
of plant, over which we will hold a lien. 
You pay interest on the money advanced, 
and repay the capital over a period of 
years. Immediately the capital is repaid 
the plant will become your own.” We do 
not argue that there are no objections to 
the proposal; we do not say that there will 
be no. failures. 
Sir JosErpH Coox.—The honorable 
member’s suggestion is not contained in 
the amendment. | 


Mr. STEWART.—I believe that the 


honorable member for Echuca is jwilling. 


to insert those conditions. 

_ Mr. Hitu.—The suggestion all’ along 
has been that. the money should be ad- 
‘vanced on the Crédit Foneier principle. 
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Imperial Force who had previously been 


scheme. 


_Every one will — agree 
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Mr. STEWART.—I do Se 
Minister for the Navy is qui 


2 


as not to have known that. 
Sir Joseph Coox.—I am ~ 
look at this amendment from 
able point of view. What ot 
can Ministers have in opposins 
claim to:have as much sympath 
co-operative principle as have 
who are talking so much. 
Mr. James Pace.—Why do 
Government show their sympat 
Sir JospepH Coox.—We wa. 
able members to submit a 


ay 
: 
: 


Mr. STEWART.—Honorab. 
sitting in this corner have 
their willingness to accept a 
able safeguard that Ministers 


pose, but I am not. willing to 


amendment suggested ‘by the 


‘member for Capricornia (M 


that before an advance can b 
the Department the men sh 
of the capital required, whe 
they have no nioney to put 
Ministry do not attempt to 
they seem determined to wipe | 
ment out if they can. I app 
larly to Ministerial members 
the amendment, which is put 
no party spirit. When it w 
posed, the Minister in charge§ 
(Mr. Poynton) said that it vw 
‘socialistic proposal ever bro 
the House, but ten minu 
he mildy accepted it. x 

Mr. Tupor.—He said, “* ® 
are up, and I will climb d i 

Mr. STEWART.—I_ hop 
Minister will not regard thy: 
in, a party spirit. We are 
for ‘the bottom dog’’—t}”® 
threw down his pick and yp 
axe, in order that he migh 
at the Front. We say that 
given a chance to make gog | 
he did in war. If he fails 


prise, we shall at least havgib 
tion of having given himfhlz 
ask honorable members onpr | 
the House to show. by tla 
they have faith in the md! { 
tralian Imperial Force to fh» 


Mr: FLEMING (Rober pix 
I do not suppose there is 
member who would not 
scheme stretched as* -fe 
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on this side have been doing as 
has any one else to lielp the re- 
oldiers. We have as much sym- 
r the man who threw down his 
shovel, and went to the war, as 
for any other soldier. Many of 
&® were amongst the best men 
t to the war.. Quite a number 
own ability and hard work 
emselves from the ranks to high 
in the Army. Others, however, 
ad will continue to fail. Every 


> member is agreed that the pre- 


ister for Repatriation (Senator 
s an excellent man for the job. 
man of wide views and broad 
ps, and of firmness and courage, 
| understands the repatriation 
| The Government are taunted, 
ng first accepted this amend- 
f@ now opposing it, but it has 
mitted to the Minister for Re- 


}, who has declared that it can- ° 


jeepted without a risk of direct 
| Now honorable members are 
[a vote of censure upon the 
foom everybody applauded, and 
pceded to be the best man for 


| i think wershould respect his 


e should show our trust in 
mer. We admit that he is 
r the job; yet itis proposed 
ould turn him down, and act 
i way regardless of what ruin 
iP Had the Minister accepted 
| ment, there would have been 
Hm as to its wisdom. ‘We do 


land the repatriation. problem 
and, for that reason, I can- 
| } the amendment, * | 
(EKER MOLONEY (Hume) 
jean only characterize the re- 
j}we honorable member who has 
| \; his seat as a piece. of special 
j@One might have expected to 
yigthe honorable member some 
Afguments against the proposed 
wah but all he told: us was that 
Wing to ‘‘turn down ”’ the pro- 
i we Minister for Repatriation 
fiiien), who, .in his opinion, is 
sag for the job that could be 
"4 part of the world. 
Art.—He did not tell us that 
( Aplternative was to “turn 
1” ands of the Australian Im- 
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id was to bring in the name 
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fie has told us what should be - 


WAKER MOLONEY.—He did 
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of the Minister for the purpose of cover- 
ing up the injustice proposed to be done 
to a great number of the men. I do-not 
know that it is admitted that’ the present 
Minister is the best man in the world for 
the job. I make no reflection .on the 
Minister for Repatriation, but I know 
there has been a waste of money in con- 
nexion with his Department—money that 


would have gone a long way to establish 
-men in various industries. 


I understand 
that the annual amount pald for susten- 
ance is something like £2,000,000, and 
that is paid only because men who are 


willing to work cannot find avenues of 


employment. This amendment affords an 
opportunity to save a great deal of this 
annual expenditure of £2,000,000 by 
giving the men opportunities to launch . 
out for themselves. I ‘point out to the 
honorable member for Robertson ( Mr. 
Fleming) that nothing can be done under 
this amendment without the approval of 
the Minister for Repatriation, and if that 
honorable gentleman is all that ‘he is 
claimed to be, he will be able to say yea 
or nay to any of the ventures proposed. 
Mr. McWin.iams.—It is those who 
vote against this amendment who have no 
faith in the Minister for Repatriation. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Exactly, 


I have not the exalted opinion of the 


Minister for Repatriation that some hon- 
orable members may have; but I would — 
hesitate to cast. any such reflection on 
him by suggesting that, although he has 
the deciding voice, these ventures will be 
a failure. When the war ceased we 
heard a great deal about ‘‘ Labour’s new 
world ’’; every newspaper had something 
to say on the subject; but now the war is 
over, and our liberties, for which our men 
bled and died, are won, the survivors are 
asked to go back into their old avenues of 
employment. in 

Mr. Poynron.—Who said that? 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—It was a 


common experience to hear and see such 


‘utterances every day; but, as the honor- 


able member for Wimmera (Mr. Stewart) 
has said, the men are asked to return to 
their old grooves. The honorable mem- 
ber for Echuca (Mr. Hill) is to be com- 
mended for his action. We all believe in 
the new worid for labour, and, instead 
of asking the men to return to the old 


‘avenues, »beheve in. providing | fresh 
avenues where they may strike out 
‘on their own. account. It is. quite 


unnecessary to enumerate the variéus 
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? 
openings for Banismencwe ‘that may 
be provided under. an amendment of 
this kind. Saw-milling has been men- 
tioned, and that would be peculiarly ap- 
propriate for a great number of our re- 
turned soldiers. In addition, there is the 
woollen industry, and, like the honorable 
member’ for Kchuca, T have in my elec- 
torate one or two places which would 
make good centres for woollen mills. I 


know nothing better than the scheme sug-- 


gegted by the amendment for inducing 


men to go into the country, and thus 


counteracting the evils of that centraliza- 
tion that is keeping the Commonwealth 
back to-day. 


Mr. Latrp Swirn.—Does the honorable 
member know that more money can be 


lost in saw-milling than in isl other occu- 


pation ¢ 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.— Money 


can be lost in any industry. The honor- , 


able member for South Sydney (Mr. 
Riley) suggests to me that many of us lose 
money by being in this House, though I 
do not know that many of us are 
trying to get away from it. The Minister 


(Mr. Poynton) asked whether any of us - 


would put our own money into the pro- 
posed enterprises. Well, from.my know- 
ledge of the men who have gone on certain 
areas of land in ny constituency, I ven- 
ture to say that, although a number of 
them may struggle on for two, or it. may 
be six years, in the end they will be out 
“on the road.” The reason for this is 
that, in most cases, the land is unsuitable, 
and the prices paid do not give them a 
chance to reinstate themselves. The 
amendment, however, affords an oppor- 
tunity to the men to club together. 
Lavish promises were made to those who 
have fought and bled’ for Australia, and 
now they are asking whether the Govérn- 
ment will take the responsibility of en- 
couraging them if they choose to elub 
together and go into business, contribut- 
ing their war gratuities to the ventures. 
Will the Government take the responsi- 


bility of saying “ No” to such a pro-- 


posal? At any rate, they would not, have 
said “ No” to such a request when these 
men were leaving Australia for the Front. 
It must not be forgotten that the men 


cannot go into these ventures without 


approval of the Minister for Repatriation. 


Mr. Brennan.—That is the great plot 
onp the Bill. 
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Ba own suspicions, though I 


Combines than to the pleading | 


| PARKER MOLONEY 
charge. This is a proposal that 
discussed openly without any ] 
ing; but: we know that there 
vested interests in the saw-mill 
and the timber trade generall: 


one of the most powerful Co 
the country is the Timber Cor 


Mr. McWnuiaMs. Bes back 
ping Combine! . 


Mr. PARKER MOLON] 
may be, but one of the grea: 
Timber Combine, and I can gi 
stand how those interested in tl 
would oppose a proposal of 
now before us. I am just a 
picious that the Government : 
more attention to the pleadu 


who fought and died for us. 
make the charge, but the Govey 
tainly leave themselves open t 


Mr. Fremie—tThe char 
made by those who. are not ret 
Mr. PARKER MOLONE’ 
thatssome members of the Aus 
perial Force were $0 late in gq 
Front that they found the we 


Mr. Hxucror Lamonp. Eve | 
earlier than those who did not 


Mr. PARKER MQOLON 
endeavouring to speak} with} 
any reflections, and urge that 
discuss the matter in a non-pak 
have a fair vote. The amen@l 
us threatens to have a most | 
tery. We'were told that nop 


could in. decency accept. suefi 


ment, which was the most Sq 
we had ever heard. of; yet the 
did accept it, and it wash 
another place, where the sf 
the Government are in the le 


Mr. Srewarr.—And, pro) 
vernment sent a few insta 
Bill. 8 
Mr. PARKER MOLO Ne 3 
as though the Governmenth, 
on the powerful miajority ing j, 
where they ean act accordin 
cu will, in a way impos® 

a question whether they 
their majority in the Seng 
the House of Representati 
however, that ae: is not a 
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‘UDOR, She you thidk that we 
re : double disolution over this 
ae ee 

-ARKER MOLONEY, Seach 
ht ! A great number of the re- 
nen are engaged in vocational 
in technieal schools and other 
nd several of these whom I have 
me that when they do finish their 
‘there will be nothing for ‘them 
cept go back into the old. ways 
boss. I hope there will not be 
norable members found refusing 
of the men to the “ new world: of 
where they will have a chance 
1 out on their own. 

L0WSE (Swan) [5.55]—1I have 
discussed the advantages and 
ages of this amendment. On 
is occasion the House approved 
inciple involved. The Senate 
rious reasons for disagreeing to 
dment, and, while the fourth of 
pue to woncern us, it should 


‘that a Committee be appointed 
i a fresh clause. The one now 
jis admittedly in a crude form, 
jader that the draftsman should 
\foved of it. If it is desirable 
lle enterprises by the help of 
\at- advances, then, rightly, the 

uld be the subject of special 
\; The objection of the Senate 
i\; that point has weight, and 
i reasonable and proper that the 
Hild be amended to meet that 
i; The principle should be set 

rer form, together with a 
adequate safeguards. This 
agrceing to the co-operative 

not feel fcr one moment 


‘to throw millions of money. 
}i stated that the land section 


- As one who took a pro- 
"iin the repatriation of soldiers 
! nd in my State. mth ifvine 


i Tt was nécessary te Boards 
id) applicants with respect to 
| generally to accept the 
° of going upon the land 
lf the consequential financial 
mit could not be expected, 


\ithat the Commonwealth 
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involved at 
a iring ‘every necessary form of security. 


out confidence in the principle. 


opening the way to a. sink: 


; 7 on has nothing to do with. 


7 | should be .respcnsible for 
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of a principle such as is 


the jaunchin 
F chic moment without re- 


he clause should be amplified, but I 
shall be greatly surprised if honorable 


“members: depart from their agreement 


with the principle as it was originally 
placed before them. I have not con- 
sulted the honorable member for Echuca 
(Mr. Hull), but I believe that he will 
see the wisdom of sending on for the 
consideration of ariother place a more 
adequately detailed clause which would 
safeguard both returned soldiers and the 
country, and which would provide no 
epportunity for money to be wasted upon 
“wild cat’’ schemes. I cannot conceive 


,that either £50,000,000 or £25,000 ,000 


is likely to be spent in the dire-tion in- 
volved by the principle. For example, 
I would not be prepared to entertain 
applications for the establishment in co- 
operative businesses with respect to men 
who have already been properly re- 


_patristed. 


Mr. GIBSON (Corangamite) [6.0].— 
There will be very great disappointment 
an the‘country, and particularly among 
returned soldiers, if the principle of co- 
operation as applied to the task of 
repatriation #is rejected. It is in itself 


ae 


no “ wild cat us scheme, and neither need 
there be any “‘ wild cat” project attach- 
ing to it. It, has already been pointed 


one that it would require to be placed 
upon a business basis, and that it would 
rest with the Commiss oners, and. with 
the Government, to see that proper busi- 
ness safecuards were taken in regard to 
any interest. or industry launched. At 
present every man is required to possess 
a qualifying certificate before he can take 
up land, and it will be just as necessary 
for a man to held a qualifying certificate 
when secking to enter into a co-operative 
concern. It is not proposed to squander 
£2090 or £300 on every scldior who cares 
ts» make an application for the sum. 
Every business proposition would require 
to be deals with on its own merits. From. 
what I have seen of vocational training, — 


- I feel sure that men could be suffice: ently 


equipped to enter into the various busi- 
nesses which may be established under 
the principle at stake after only a brief 
period of training, sayy for six months. 
Businesses to-day are not tun solely by 
business men. Experts are frequently 
Necessary; and it would be requisite, in 
regard to co-operative concerns also, that 


? 
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men of experience—experts, in fact— 
should be associated with* returned sol- 
diers. Every returned man, in what- 
ever business may be established, should 
understand that he is to be regarded 
as a working partner, and under an obli- 
gation to the Government for 4 certain 
- proportion of the money laid out, just as 
sums are being returned: to the State 
Governments to-day with regard to land 
settlement. I trust the Government will 
take this opportunity—being one of the 
best ever provided—of establishing new 
industries throughout Australia. There 
is any amount of room and necessity for 
them. Honorable members need. not be 
afraid of money being lavishly poured 
out. The merits and qualifications of 
every applicant should be gone into, and 
I feel confident that there would’ be far 
from a rush of returned soldiers seeking 
to be repatriated along these lines. The 
honorable member. for Wimmera (Mr.; 
Stewart) referred to saw-milling plants. 
These are not expensive; they would 
furnish one avenue for repatriating men 
at a very much lower cost than by placing 
them on the land. The Government to- 
day have no security for the £625 lent 
SE Ae States for each man settled on the 
and. 


Mr. Betr.—Have they. not the houses 
and stock? 


Mr. GIBSON.—Those are the securi- 
ties of the State Governments, and not 
of ‘the Federal authority. There are 
failures in every avenue of business. 
Some of our returned men have failed, or 
will fail, in their efforts upon the land. 
The fact that there are likely to be a few 
failures among those who may be set up 
in co-operative enterprises should not be 
regarded as an argument against the 

principle. It should be given a fair 
' trial. Take the proposition of establish- 
ing men with saw-milling plants of their 
own. The Government have contracts 
for the building of war service homes in- 
volving millions of feet of timber. -There 
are any number of men who are quite 
capable of starting themselves success- 
fully with saw-milling plants in various 
parts of the country. In my own dis- 
trict there are returned soldiers working 
in mills for other parties, who could be 
just as well making profits for themselves 
- along the same lines. | I see no reason 
why the Government should not adhere 
to their acceptance of the principle. 
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from widely different motives. f 


‘the proposal in its present foe 


_ Jowett) proposes to excly ! 
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There aré any number of g 
which they could easily institu 
orable members will be prepar 
suré, to assist the Government, b 
the necessary legal machinery | 
that the right class of men are 
in co-operative projects. « 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND ( 
[6.6].—It is quite evident tha 
posal has been ill-considered, 
honorable members are sup 
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position has not been given tl 
thought which should ke broug 
upon any project contemplatiy 
ing of from £10,000,000 to £2 

Mr. Ritny.—Nobody can # 
will do that. | 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND— 
judging by remarks which I ff 
this afternoon. | There are 
300,000 returned men in Au 


applicable to every one of tho 
-if it were not I would not bel 
support it—then, undoubtedl 
be many millions involved. | 
no reason why a returned sq 
be enabled to come under a 
as this merely because he progt 
a woollen mill in some decay¥r 
town which, itself, could rid 
industry of the same charg 
assistance from public mor 


of the pleas of honorable f 
be a free one, but that isi 
several of the arguments a¢ 
honorable member for Gr 
operation of this co-opere = 
every man who does not liy 
Mr. Jowerr.—l advance 


such as are | itr 
population that the peopf 
them. Figures have «| 
to indicate the drift of 
from the country to the 
arguments of several suj 
principle have left the 
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it what they were advocating was. 


thing for the relief of soldiers, 


the relief of decadent country ! 
immediately before the Chair, I take it’ 


‘Every. man with a fancy fad 
wanting to make our. soldiers 
burden of it; and, now, here is 
dsition to, réhabilitate declining 
owns in Victoria at the expense 
tdiers, © 4), 

werr.—Not at the expense of 
rs, but in order to help them. 
TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
<inson ).—Order! 
| member for Illawarra not to. 
at matter; seeing that it is not 
-Chair. : 
ICTOR LAMOND.—The ques- 


pend an indefinite number of 
n. the. establishment of co- 
ndustries. 
MPORARY CHAIRMAN.— 
, so. The, question before the 
e amendment of the honorable 
> Capricornia (Mr. Higgs). 
‘'CTOR LAMOND.—1I should 
| permitted to deal with the 
‘\\the honorable member for 
t}r. Hill), in which he said that’ 
apices of his amendment was 
}| these co-operative industries 
i} mining centres. 
jis Pace.—lI rise to a point of 
, sir, have said that the mat- 
wethe Chair is the alternative 
mj) submitted by the honorable 
yr Capricornia (Mr. Higgs). 
u informed the honorable 
Illawarra (Mr. Hector La- 
oll at, he said that he intended 
od would discuss, the amend- 
iat honorable member for Echuca, 
il. Lamonp.—I did not say I 
ae. it.. : ee 
48 Pace.—Is the honorable 
MM irder in defying your ruling 
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E 


(MN MPORARY CHAIRMAN 


m™)ion).—The honorable mem- 
a be in order in defying the 
|did not understand him to 

de i ould discuss the amendment 

siti ble member for Echuca. — 

yea BN.—All he said was that he 

NE discuss it if 

2) 


4 


he were per-* 


) TOR LAMOND.—I am _ 


lPhe honorable member for 
Lal j ; 
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I ask the. 


p the Chair, I take it, is a pro-— 
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Maranoa (Mr. James Page)’ for explain- 
ing the Chairman’s ruling. If I must 
how confine myself to the amendment 


that I shall have another opportunity to 
refer to the proposal of the honorable 
member for Echuca. I was misled by the 
fact that every speaker who preceded me 


was allowed to go over the whole ground 


without interrfption. fine 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.— 
Order! Other speakers were not allowed 
to go over the whole subject. | 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—It is evi- 
dent that I must have been dreaming 
when I thought that. the honorable mem- 


ber for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) made his 


statement since the honorable member. 


for Capricornia (Mr, Higgs) moved 
his alternative amendment. . Whether 
we should provide £10,000,000 or 


£20,000,000 to give effect to the proposal 
of the honorable member for Capricornia 
does not concern me at the present mo- 
ment. If “I may express my views on 
the amendment now before the Com- 
mittee, I should like to say that if we 
can raise £10,000,000 or £20,000;000— 
and no honorable member has so far given 
us the slightest indication as to how that 
money is to be raised—we could, in my 
judgment, spend it better in the interests 
of the returned soldiers, and that should. 
be our first. consideration, by extending 
the privileges of vocational training to all _ 
returned men than by trying, under the 
amendment, to revive decaying towns in 
country districts. For one returned sol- 
dier who desires to embark’ upon a co- 
operative enterprise in a remote country 
district, there are thousands: who desire _ 
to be permitted to improve their. condi- 
tion by learning a trade. In my corre- 
spondence to-day I have had more than 
one or two complaints from returned. men 
who have been denied vocational training 
because they were a few weeks or a few 
months over twenty years of age when 
they enlisted. Whilst;because of an arbi- 
trary regulation of the Repatriation De- 
partment we refuse young men this oppor- 
tunity to improve updn the pésition 


which they occupied before they went to 


the war, it is suggested that we shouid 
spend millions of public money on wild- 


cat schemes for the establishment of in- 
dustries. In my opinion, the proposal is 


an ill-considered one, and the Govern- 
ment would be well advised if they re- 


fused to accept either of the amendments . 


~ 
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until further consideration is given to the 
question of extending the advantages of 
vocational training and of giving men an 
opportunity to enter inte business on their 
own account, f 

~ Dozens of cases have come under my 
notice of men having been refused assist- 
ance to establish themselves in businesses 
because they were not engaged im those 
businesses before they went to the war. 
I am verfectly certain, if honorable mem- 
bers are really considering the interests 
of the returned soldiers, that we could 
spend this money, if they can-show us 
how the Government are to raise it, to 
much better advantage by allowing the 
individual soldier-to go*his own way in 
establishing a business, or in learning 
4 new trade under the vocational train- 
ing provisions tham by embarking upon 
the ill-considered and immatured schemes 
involved in the amendments before the 
Committee. : ’ 


Mr. MAXWELL (Fawkner) [6.16] — 


I rise to offer a suggestion to, the Com- 
mitte@ There is an excellent oppor- 
tunity here for honorable members to 
give a practical illustration of their 
- faith in the principle of co-operation. I 
am perfectly certain that honorable mem- 
bers of each of the parties in this House 
have the “interests of returned soldiers 


~- at heart, and desire at the same time to 


conserve the interests of the Common- 
wealth. TI am satisfied also that honor- 
able members are all interested in. the 
establishment, wherever practical and 


possible, of new industries. I should like» 


to say that, although I do not believe 
that the Minister for Repatriation 
(Senator Millen) is infallible, I do believe 
that he has genuinely the interests of the 
returned soldiers at heart; he has more 
experience of the practical work of re- 
patriation than any other man; and I 
have always found him to be a keen, 
practical" business man. My suggestion 
is that a representative of each party in 
this House should meet the Minister for 
Repatriation, and discuss with him the 
whdle question of co-operation for the 
benefit. of returned soldiers. They might 
see whether, in co-operation with the 
Minister, it would not be possible to 
‘formulate a scheme that would find ac- 
ceptance at the hands of every member 
of this Committee. I do not see why 
that should not be possible. If.that sug- 
cestion is not adopted, I must say that 


Tam strongly in favour of the alterna- 


tive amendment propesed by the honor- 


REPRESENTATIVES.)  Repatri 


‘Higgs). I Have little faith 


establish and build up 


able. member for © Capri 
of co-operative ventures contr 
experienced men, and in the in 
the Commonwealth, if a propos 
kind is to be adopted, some gua 
the bona fides of the co-operat 
assisted should be required, a 
might well be asked to put dow 


every £1 advanced to them 


Government. Ba h 

Mr. Ritey.—Does the honora 
ber think that a man cannot. 
fied to take part in a co-opsrat 
prise unless she has a few pou 
pocket ? amr. | 

Mr. MAXWELL.—I know 4 
perience has taught me that, noj 
in a hundred is capable of 3 
business successfully. A man 1 
excellent workman, but tf he Wf 
a. b 
may prove to be a total failurj 
Ritey.—The konorabl) 
cannot have read anything abd 
operative movement. i 

Mr. MAXWELL.—If J 
perienced men are.brought +t[ 
establish a business, the prot 
will be merely* the multiplice 
failures by 100. | pe 

Mr. Ritzry.—The 
ber should know that the ~bi} 
tive businesses in other parts q 
were built. up by working m: 

Mr. MAXWELL.—It seem 
of the amendments put befoxy, 
mittee, that of the honorable f}, 
Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) iff 
practicable. But I, neverthe 
emphasize the suggestion Wm 


already made. The question-¥(; 


ingly important one, becaujh 

great possibilities for good; 
operative movement. The hh ; 
one which may confer decidel ; 
upon our returned soldiers, fp; 
should we not meet togethemto, 


the matter in a friendly wagpii 
Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowpp! 
As one who is accustomed ff tn 
seat of any disease at the eafflw 
moment, [I confess that I itl: 
bewildered by the forms of #§'h 
procedure. <9 Ne Sas 
Mr. Jowrrr.—lIt is alw it 
just before the suspension fF lw 
for dinner. - et me ie 
ition 


ge eae dit 
is hee ~ 
u ba) % ‘ 
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RLE PAGE.—To my mind the 
be vested in the Commission 
ve been definitely ‘settled before 
portion of the Bill was dealt 


ith that object: in view I inter-. 
e Minister for the Navy (Sir 


00k) } 

mPH Coox.—As I construe’ the 
npowers the Commission to do 
y, even without this proposition. 
RLE PAGE.—Upon the powers 
by the Commission will depend 
of that body to the community 
re soldiers themselves. If the 
m is not to have the’ powers 
} Minister says it possesses, it 
e worth much. | 

apx Coox.—The amendment, if 
nmything at all, is a mere direc- 
| Minister. Cae 
RLE PAGE.—The Minister is 
wer tofapprove or disapprove of 


|basis. The amendment does 
® that he must grant the re- 
jastance. If the Commission 
jworth anything, if it is’ not 
Jierely to provide billets for a 
“t should be endowed with all 


1 with whicht is now spught 
~| If it is to. be a useful body 
"| to be absolutely independent 
| control. I voted as. I did 
“+ because, I considered thatéif 
f plenary Commission, it should 
a ith all these powers, whilst if 


ae touch. 
Wald like to deal with a few of 
wi mentioned by the honorable 
i) Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) in 


ips 


“| 


mison which he instituted be- 
settlement of our returned 
. the land and the points 


ait for Echuca (Mr. Hill).. I 
igi Stonished to hear him preface 
qt with the confession that, to 
ible extent, - the attempted 
4f our soldiers upon the land 
‘failure. He then went on to 
1p the adoption of any pro- 
‘e\pupon similar ‘limes would 
ing failure. 
\fsoldiers who desire ‘to settle 
Mid number only a few thou- 


\pations number hundreds of 


o- 


att es Oe J va. Nt fe t 1) D4 


shment of industries on a ¢co- ; 


men 


Hl be a plenary. Commission it’ 
7 Before I. con- - 


e amendment Of the honor-.. 
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thousands. There should be no invidious 
distinction drawn between these two 
classes. The returned soldiers of New 
South" Wales are allowed to purchase land 
up to a value of £3,000, and there is no 
denying that this fact has consider- 
ably enhanced the value of farm pro- 
perties in that State. At first, an ap- 
plicant was required to deposit 6 per cent. 
upon’ the total value of his purchase be- 
fore he was permitted to secure the land. 


But some fifteen or eighteen months ago 


the Minister for Lands’in New South 
Wales abrogated that provision, so that 
to-day the whole amount is advanced to 
the soldier to enable him to purchase his 
land. In addition, he is entitled to a 


grant of £625 to enable him to secure a 


house, stock, and implements. It is well 
known that in the great majority of cases 
the land upon which soldiers have been 
settled in New South Wiales has been con- 
siderably over-valued. 
patriation Committees have regarded the 
claims of our soldier applicants with 
more favour than they would have done 
under normal conditions. As a result 
have been © settled) upon land 
which is not worth by hundreds of pounds 


the money that has been paid fér it. Of © 


course, that is no argument in favour of 


‘making a worse deal. 


Mr. Fieminc.—The honorable member 
does not say that the bulk of the land 
upon which soldiers have been settled in 


‘New South Wales has been over-valued ? 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—A large portion 
of it has. In several instances big estates 
have been purchased by the Government 


The local Re- 


» 


at exorbitant prices. These estates have 
been subdivided for the purpose of sol- 


dier settlement. 
entered into possession of their blocks, the 
Minister himself has admitted that the 
land has been purchased at too high a 
price, and has reduced the valuation of it 
to the soldier purchasers. In that way 
a dead loss of £3 or £4 per acre has been 
sustained by the State. There is orte 
settlement, of which I have some know- 
ledge, which is to be devoted to the culti- 
vation of prune trees. In that case pro- 


vision has been made that for seven years — 


a certain. amount of sustenance will he 
paid to the soldier settlers until the prune 
trees come into bearing. In such circum- 
stances it seems only right that soldiers 
who wish to enter into our secondary in- 


-dustries should receive at least equal, or 
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approximately equal, assistance in their 
co-operative efforts. Let us suppose 


saw-mill is for sale—not a 
“ wilderness. of 


told. 


that a 
saw-mill which is a 
machinery,” as we have been 


As a matter of fact, despite the state- 


ment of the Minister for Repatriation 
to the contrary, a saw-mill is usually 
distinguished by the comparative absence 
from it of machinery. I admit that there 
is often a wilderness of tramways leading 
into the bush. Let us assume that a saw- 
mill is worth £1,200. 


Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 8 p.m. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE—1I would not ad- 
voeate the establishment of any secondary 
‘ndustries without adequate security, but 
T’am endeavouring to show that the pro- 
posal, as presented by the honorable mem- 
ber for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), does not: 


furnish a sufficiently liberal margin for 


co-operative undertakings by soldiers 
who may desire to enter this field of bust- 
ness activity. In connexion with the es- 
tablishment of saw-mills, I have in mind 
a case which came under my own observa- 
tion, of three soldiers who were able to 
muster about £200 or £300 between them, 


but could not purchase outright, as they — 


were unable to find a deposit equal to 
half the value of the mill, which was 
about £1,200. I am satisfied from my 
own experience of these men that the 


venture was a thoroughly profitable pro- 


ogition, and would have given a return 
of about £5 per day. I believe the rhargin 
of security should be such as to enable 
men to engage in’ co-operative undertak- 
ings of this nature, and carry them 
through successfully, without being wor- 
ried by the fact that their working capital 
is hopelessly inadequate. The original 
proposal will provide this safeguard for 
the soldier. ‘The honorable member for 
Illawarra (Mr. Hector Lamond) has told 
us that his only wish is to consult the 
soldiers’ interests. But if I understood 
jhe Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 


Greene) aright, the purpose of the new. 


Tariff is to decentralize industry. I do 


- not know of any proposition calculated 


10 do this more effectively, than the pro- 
posal submitted by the honorable mem- 
ber for Echuca (Mr. Hill). | There is 
another phase of the question with 
which I should like to deal. This scheme 
will permit of returned soldiers engaging 
in occupations of a nature different from 
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war occupation. 


these co-operative enterpig 
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LS a ei : Aig al? 
these with which they “were 
prior to the war. Under t 
repatriation ‘scheme the men 
the right to apply for ass 
they wish to engage in a bu: 
which they were connected pric 
ment. Every country membe 
instances of men whose earli 
undertakings were not rema: 
cessful, and who only found 
avocation during the war. 
many men, formerly blacks 
engineers, who, since their r4 
become very successful saw- 
From a business point of viev 
never looked back. ‘These m 
find their real job until the 
activities of the war disclosed) 
They ‘have come. bé 
is now only fair that Govern 
ance should be available to | 
to undertake those business} 
which are more attractive t¢ 
for which they may be more § 
I desire to refer briefly tof 
furnished by another place : 
ing with the amendment n 
House of Representatives. 
states— ‘iad 


Because it is not considered 
exténd to collective bodies of s4 
for which individual soldiers | 
eligible. ‘ 


If there is one blot on thef 
Act it is the provision tha, 


{ 
h 


up in business for himselffo 
being that he was not foll gut. 
If the ay 
mitted ‘by the honorabl# 
Echuca, is incorporated in § 
will be provision enabling 


as individuals, they were 
before the war, and thuj 
benefit will be conferred; ,. 
turned soldiers and the ef i 
been. stated that men willf 


soldiers are properly repq 


it that is the desire of thipe , 


| 


it would be remarkable iff », 
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rily placed evince a desire to 
into co-operative undertakings 
ne honorable member. has de- 
s wild-cat schemes. As the divi- 
co-operative concerns would be 
1 comparison with the financial 
f men satisfactorily repatriated 


thinkable that they would re- | 


their businesses or positions to 

hese other occupations. As a 

fact, the wien who will engage 
rative enterprises will be those 
st see a chance of making good. 

» many thousands of men who at 
pear to be misfits. I know,a 
\Cross winner in my own elec- 
an who for the last three years 
peen doing much good because 
found his proper niche in civil 
‘is therefore‘ the duty of this 
it and the Government to devise 
‘to enable such men to become 
zens and a benefit to the Com-. 
The third reason given by 
‘e is startling— & | 

SP ave financial loss to the Govern- 
‘|distppointment to bodies of men 
I; from the starting of enterprises 
§ | not prove successful. 


have been told that the Com- 
should have a tenure of five 
that the Government may 
expect to get capable men 
e would be unquestionable, 
sity extraordinary. Put. we 
es the authority of the Min- 
Repatriation (Senator Millen) 
fament would not be able to 
ommissioners to give permis- 
i establishment of co-operative 


ah 


| 
if 
it 
"1 


b 


See 


— 


gE returned soldiers for fear 
oath non-suecess. would occasion 
yg ancial loss to the Government, 
jjointment to bodies of men.”’ 
0 


pscuy) +, . > 
‘iy Ot Is absurd. ; 3 
“4\nEy.—The Government had 
4,| the Bill altogether. 
“WRLE PAGE.—Yes; or else 
it the Commissioners would be 
ato their work satisfactorily. 
ul f are told that another reason 
VY ting to the amendment is— ~ 
i\|it is desirable to promote enter- 
4 ns of Government advances, the 
jild be the subject of special legis- 


i then, the acceptance by 
ment of the amendment by 
“¢ie member for Capricornia 
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(Mr. Higgs) to give, £1 for £1 sub- 
sidy removes this fourth objection. 
Can anybody believe that the Govern- 
ment are serious in this matter? The 
proposal introduced by the honorable 


member for Echuca was almost unani- 


mously accepted by honorable members, 
but it appears that, because it came 
from the Country party, it cannot be 
adopted in its entirety by the Govern- 


Ment, and there is now an attempt to 


stultify the whole position. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [8.13].—Although © 
the Government are opposing the original 
proposition, the Minister for the Navy 
(Sir Joseph Cook) said, by way of inter- 
jection this afternoon, that the Minister 
for Repatriation (Senator Millen) already 
has power to do what, is asked. — 

Sir Josrpn Coox.—Hear, hear! 

Mr. TUDOR.—-Then why object to it 
being put into the Bill? 

Sir JoserH Coox.—Why hold up the 
Bill in order to put it in now? 

Mr. TUDOR.—We are not holding up 


_.the Bill, but we are anxious to have the 


provision specifically in the measure. 
The honorable member for Capricornia 
(Mr. Higgs) said that, under this pro- 
posal, we would have co-operation with 
other people’s money. I object to sol- 
diers who go upon the land being treated 


_ differently from soldiers who desire to go 


into other enterprises. The Federal 
Government will be responsible for the 
whole of the money required to repa- 
triate our. soldiers, and for land settle- 
ment schemes the amount will work out 
at at least £2,000 per settler, whereas the 
sum required under, the proposal sub- 
mitted by the honorable member for 
Echuca (Mr. Hill) will not be more than 
£250 per head. ‘To put it in other words, 
we advance the man on the land ten 
times as much as it is suggested will be 
enough for men to start in these 
industries. It is only advanced, and 
the security in one case is just as good 
as in the other. The honorable mem- 
ber for Capricornia referred to the unem- 
ployment trouble and land settlement; 
but I am prepared to guarantee that as 


_ large a number of men will be successful 


in co-operative concerns as in agricultural 
pursuits., 
Mr. Corszr.—No, they will not. 
Mr. TUDOR.—I believe they will. It 
must be remembered that as many men 
enlisted from the towns as from the coun- 


try. Jf I had been of age, and had 


i 
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enlisted for service overseas, what use 
would I haye been on the land? 

Mr. Stewart.—That is the whole 
point. . ; 

Mr. TUDOR.-—I have visited factories 
in company with other honorable mem- 
bers, and have seen rolls of honour un- 
veiled which showed that seventy or 


eighty men of a total number of 
250. ‘enlisted were employed in one 
factory. The honorable member for 


Qorio (Mr. Lister) will support my state- 
ment when I say that in distributing 
medals at Geelong it was found that 
thirty-two or thirty-three members of a 
union, with a total membership of 142, 
enlisted for active service, while a num- 
ber of others were called up for home ser- 
vice, and many others volunteered but 
were rejected, and others were. over 
age. These men are debarred from tak- 
ing up land because they have been work- 
ing on the wharfs all their life, as also 
are others who have been engaged in 
woollen mills, boot factories, tanneries, 
and similar industries. . 

Mr. Wexst.—-Yes, and in lollie shops. 

Mr. . TUDOR.—Exactly, and much 
money has been made in confectionery. 
IT suppose Steadman’s, in Sydney, or 
MacRobertson’s, in Melbourne, are per- 
haps the largest manufaeturers of con- 
fectfonery in Australia, Is it not the 
boast of Mr. MaecRobertson that he coni- 
menced business by making lollies in a 
little saucepan in his mother’s kitchen? © 

The 


(Mr. Atkinson).—Order! The honor- 


able member i§ departing from the ques- , 


tion before the Chair. 
Mr. TUDOR —I am merely using 


that as an illustration, and showing the ~ 


possibilities of establishing industries if 


men are only given the opportunity. 
is. not: a 


JosrepH Coox.—That 


Sir 
parallel case. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Why should, 
men be given a chance? , 

Mr. Groom.—The business of Mac- 
Robertson’s is not conducted on a co- 
operative basis. ‘ ‘. 

Mr. TUDOR.—No, but it shows. that 


~ suecess has been achieved from a small 


beginning. We desire to: make a start in 
this direction by inserting a provision in 
the War Gratuity Bill to enable men to 


become , interested in co-operative con- 


ia cerns. Whatdid the honorable member for 


- 


f 7 oii Waar seated o , 


‘before us? 


Ing establishments, and, speal 


House supported the proposal} 


TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN - 


not the 


Australia that owns 50 pei 


a reasonable chance of mal 
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Swan (Mr. Prowse) and the 
member for Adelaide (Mr. Blu 
pose? That certain persons 
entitled to the war gratuity 
paid in cash to enable thenr - 
business on their own account, 
it was their own money that 
used in financing an undert 
that is no reason why a similay 
should not be imeluded in thi: 
At Geelong a movement is on fe 
co-operative woollen mills, anc 
that there is as good a prosp 
men. who are to engage in tha 
being successful as many of 
are taking. up latid. What . 
when the War Service Home: 
Provision was mac 
nurses could receive an advane 
Repatriation Department to ; 


memory, I think every mem} 


ently it is the intention of ¢} 
ment that nurses and men wh¢| 
the land are to be more fav; 
men who have been engaged in} 
Why should we not give thoshy 
been overseas to fight for us} 
tunity of engaging in businel. 
own account? ) re 

Mr. Srewart.—Not one | 
the Government has answere 
. Mr. 


ba (9 
Mi Ly 
comparatively easy to estal 
not suppose there is one b¢, 


machinery employed, as*a | 
of boot manufacturing mer 


proach the manufacturers qp 
plant, who will install "| 


i oe nod Vie a 
. 7 a | 
- 4 Mei’). * 4 


concerns in Australia com- 
that way, and of the 12,000,000 
boots produced annually in 
ponwealbigy I suppose 


machines. 
Trust. 


ents that have 
» Shoe Machinery. ~ 
an were’ anxious — to 
aw-milling business, and he 
| the repatriation authorities, 
‘question he would be naked 
“ Were you inthe business be- 
‘he had not been he would be 
: and would not have an oppor- 
ingaging in such f business on 
‘count. 
es Page.—If a mam had been 


Lind mee continue yo Be 
Jiatien.” . — 
iDOR.—-Yes, they would say, 
your implements.” I am re- 
et _ the honorable member for 
y (Mr. West) that -the most 
Eo. operative concern in the 
it at Rechdale, in Lancashire, 
i renced with twenty spimners. 
HPORARY CHATRMAN.— 
id the honorable member that 
tee is not discussing the ques- 
Bahia! but the amendment 
i the honorable member for 
mt (Mr. Higgs). 
1¢OR—Yes, and as to whether 
shall find £1 for £1 to estab- 
.\tive works. The amendment 


m3 te Commission - shall, subject 
jal of the Minister, have power 
‘iirs by way of loan to the extent 
M contributed by them in cash or 
M the purpose of establishing in- 
1 |10- Scacitall basis 


ie the question of co-opera- 
sey 


wR. are the industries are to 
| a co-operative basis, it cer- 
|ad I was merely referring to 
} one, of the most successful 
sill oncerns in the world was 
Wery small way. Under this 
i|ndeavouring to establish a 
| by advancing money to 


af 2 iy engage in business. It has 
iy 1 recognised. that it is ‘the 
os wovernment to assist men 


quite 
| pairs ae manufactured in. 


start ° 


» authorities would say; “ Here 
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-who were away from their trade or 


calling for three or four years, and, 
as the Minister (Mr. Poynton). - has 
stated, Australia has done more than 
any other country in the way of re-estab- | 
lishing men in civil life: Although we 
may have done much, I am. now asking 
that men who were engaged in industries 
before going abroad should be given simi- 
lar oppertunities. fo those;who were en- 
gaged in rural pursuits. We have been 
reminded. of the industrial unrest-in the 


community by the honorable member for 


Indi (Mr. Robert Cook), who has said 
that if provision were made for the estab- 
lishment of coeoperative concerns many of 
our present ‘industrial disputes could be 
avoided, as men would be employed in 
establishments of their own. It has been 


‘said by the Minister for Repatriation 


(Senator Millen) that if the proposed new 
clause was embedied in the Bill itt would 
be the means of unsettling men who are 
already engaged in other occupations. I 
believe that 60 per cent. of the returned 
soldiers who have been discharged have 
never approached the repatriation autho- 
rities for assistance, but have gone back 
to the ‘occupations they previously fol- 
lowed in factories, tanneries, or woollen 
mills, and many other industries in town, 
as well a8 in the country * 


Mr. Srewart. eae no, provision 
has been made for them. 


Mr. TUDOR. Exactly. Whegvse was 
responsible. for administering the Act 
would, if this co-operative scheme were 
adopted, make sure that the Governinent 
had sufficient security, which in many 
cases would -be as good an asset as land. 
The Government are not prepared to ad- 
vance, say, £250 each to a number of 
men who know something of the cpa 
milling business, and all the amendmen 
of the: honorable member for Echuca a 


vides is that they shall be given the op- 


portunity, if the Minister approves. The 


~ honorable member for Melbourne (Dr. 


Maloney) has keen fighting for a long 
time in the interests of returned soldiers 
in connexion with the Anzac tweed in- ° 


dustry, and I trust that the movement 


may be assisted by tha adoption of this 
provisign. I trust that the proposal 
that the Government should advance 
£1 for £1, will not be considered. The 
Government are prepared to advance 
£2,500, plus £650. for building and ma- 
chinery, for men hh: go on the land, but, 
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apparently, they are not anxious to assist 
others. The Government consider that in 
such cases they have the land as security, 
but, as the honorable member for Echuca 
and other members of the Country party 
have stated, there are in many instances 
grove doubts as’ to whether the land is 
worth the price paid. We know that in 


the Devon Meadows Estate land which 


was sold at £30 per acre has proved abso- 
lutely valueless for farming purposes. 

In connexion with the vocational 
iraining scheme, I believe that although 
a number of trainees have completed 
their course’ in certain. trades, not 
a single man has. been called up. Eight 
months ago I visited the Working Men’s 
College, where’ men were engaged in 
electroplating: but I do not think the 
plant is there to-day. It would be far 
better to allow men to engage in work in 
which they were directly interested than 
to spend money in training them when 
the training is of no use to them. 

Mr. MACKAY (Lilley) [8.30].—I hope 
that as a result of this debate the Go- 
vernment will give its-. approval to 
the principle of co-operation. I am 
thoroughly in sympathy with the proposal 
that the soldiers shall be accorded an’ op- 
portunity to co-operate. Co-operation, im 
my opinidhn, would benefit them, as it 
would benefit many other sections of the 
community. We all know the progress that 
the dairying. industry has made in conse- 
quence of co-operative effort. But, as 


_ the honorable member for Wakefield (Mr. 


Richard Foster) has shown, the clause to 
which the Senate objects, which was 
adopted at the instance of the henorable 
member for Echuca (Mr, Hill) is crudely 
drawn and incomplete, because it con- 
tains no provision for the guidance of the 
Minister or of the Commission. In my 
view, the principle which it would put 
into effect deserves a, Bill to itself, and I 
hope that the Government will definitely 
promise to bring in a, Bill almost immedi- 
ately to carry out the object aimed at by 
the honorable ghd ths for Echuca. I re- 
eret, that the clause, as it stands, is incom- 
plete, 
to a great deal of confusion. It is often 
impossible to get, two men to agree, even 
on a very ordinary matter; yet no-pro- 
vision is made for settling ‘any disagree- 


ment. The object of the honorable mem- 
_ ber for Echuca could, however, be pro- 
_perly carried into effect by means of a 
Bill containing ample aia sth for the 


(Mr. 


\ unnecessarily—a Commission 


and that its adoption would lead . 


shall Pippare bee eae oe +t 
able member for Capricornia (M: 

Mr. McWILLIAMS (Fr anklix 
—I do not know that I should h 
part in the debate had it not be 


last speech. I can understand 


‘position, but I cannot -unders 


men can profess to support. a 
and, at the same time, do. on 


to kill 1b; 
Mr. MacKkay.—I gave rreasor 
attitude. . | 
Mr. McWILLIAMS. ae a 


that they appeal to many honor: 
bers. Even if the clause under dj 
incomplete, it must not be forg 
the Bill provides for the makin 
lations by which the difficulti 
to by the honorable member | 
Mackay) may be remoy 
of the best men who went to 
one of them was a winner of t 
Cross—were men capable of dj! 
kind of mill work—in the bul, 
tram, and at the bench. Why| : 
such men be helped to set upl" 
selves? As. the honorable |, 
Cowper (Dr. Earle Page) has y{ 4 
there is room in all: ‘parts ‘of 
for small co-operative conc| 
operation would be the chief: 
getting rid of many of the diff” 
now isi in the relations: of 


own dont bleyeits. 
for Wakefield (Mr. Richard [ 
the Minister (Mr. Poynton)} | 
that wild-cat proposals would 
under the clause. But are 

guards? We have aippate 


tion, which must indorse ey 
tion for assistance. Its indo: 
require the approval of ep | 
which means the approval of 
and the Cabinet is responsik 
ment. There. could be} 
security than, 1s | given by th 
ment. | 

Mr. Funron. Ly wish thai Levey 
funds were as well guarded. ten 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Ifyj; 
posal for ~ expenditure Sabt y 
Parliament had been My ih 
with similar safeguards, |} 7 
not have ‘been so 3 


in connexion with: ‘some of 


TAM | ae 


a feguarded. The ques- 
ust ask - ourselves is, Are re- 


liers who. when they enlisted * 


men to be given a chance to- 
and become their own em- 
dad the measure come before 
three years ago, when the war 
press, not one member would 
ed to this proposal; but some 
ould now say to men who, as 
yered .themselves with honour, 
ed themselves on active service 
at has never been surpassed, 

ou enlisted you were em- 
| mill or in a mine, you must 
hat employment.”’ 
> require that of men who 
‘| The returned soldiers ‘who 
‘6 weaving of cloth, making 
m as Anzac tweed, have done 
ould have done a great deal 
hey. been given a fair run; 
ype that would be more 
| 


i to the men themselves, or 
try, than the formation of 
‘ative concerns by returned 
\ is to the credit of the Go- 
Af of Parliament that the re- 
, who when he enlisted was a 
has been given a chance to 
4. m of his own, and it would 
a re refused to give like oppor- 
yen who formerly were mill 
i ws. I ask the Committee to 
umendment. The clause to 
nate objects was agreed. to 
at ision, and no good reason 
)|| to us for reversing our de- 
Hig it. It would be absurd 
“Minister for Repatriation 
ission with the expenditure 
‘\llions of pounds in other 
| to say that they cannot be 
ey the-interests of the com- 
m\rranting of assistance to co- 
1,8 of returned men. 
e Fi Dp'g (Melbourne) [8.40 ].— 
‘iw {bt it would be necessary in 
wy ft in Australia to use an 
‘Wefend co-opératiye effort, 
a ever hear it said by (cms 
Ajorters that the man who 
f|and follows a trade is not, 
ad or helped to the same 
| on the land. If the Go- 
ij is to take men from the 
isay to them, “ Let them 
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We have | 


£15 for £1. 
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operative Buea Ligh hades If a Minister 
would go through the Red Cross hand- 
weaving factory in Sydney, he would be 


a better man for his experience, and | 


would have greater confidence in his 
fellow men. Only this afternoon I have 
received samples of the workmanship in 
that factory. Sworn evidence says that 
the tweeds turned out here are more than 
the equal. of those which come’ from 
Europe. The price is 15s. per yard 


double width, with an extra charge of 


1s. 6d. per yard for cloth in which what 
are known as solid dyes are used. It is 
made wholly from worsted. If those en- 


gaged in the hand-weaving industry in 


Victoria had had only half the chance of 
those who'are turning out such fine cloth 
in Sydney, they -would have made their 
establishment a success also. Mr. Frood, 
who has contradicted some statements 
in the report read by the Assistant. Min- 
ister for Defence (Sir Granville Ryrie) » 
the other night, has just returned from 


‘Sydney saying that he was never more 


delighted in his life than when he in- 
spected the Sydney factory where there 


are fifty men employed, each earning up 


to £5 5s. a week. They are not treated 
as the Repatriation Department treated ’ 


the Melbourne men by deducting their 
paltry pension from their earnings. 


The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr. Atkinson)—Does the honorable 
member intend to connect his remarks 
with the amendment? 

Dr. MALONEY .—Absolutely. T want 
the Government to give returned soldiers 
in Melbourne the same chance of making 
good that returned soldiers in Sydney 

ave. The amendment calls upon men 
who. have risked their’ lives to put up 
The‘ only experience I have 
had of a Government giving £1 for £1 
towards co-operative effort was. when Mr. 

MeColl, the then Victorian Minister of 
"Mines, ‘subsidized on the £1 for £1 basis 
men who were prepared to go fossicking 
about the gold-fields, and the amount of | 
gold gained certainly justified the action 
taken during that extremely ill period of 
unemployment in Victoria, but out of 


some hundreds who went out on that 
search, the average amount put up was 
about £6, 


No Government would dare to give a: 
vote to the man on the land’ and deny 
the franchise to the man living in a city. 


a 
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Every honorable member who votes for 


the Government to-night will be put in a— 


cleft stick, because he will be denying” to 


his fellow men who risked their lives for 


the liberty of Australia and the world, 


* the right to make good. I have had the 


pleasure of inspecting the co-operative 
establishment in Rochdale. . They have 
their own tea and coffee plantations, and 
their own lines of steamers, but all the 


money came from the poor workers con- 


tributing in twopenny .and threepenn 
subseriptions. a 

Mr. Larry Smrru.—There was as much 
sweating in those co-operative concerns 
as we saw in Glasgow. ‘The employees 
of the co-operative concerns work long 
hours and work very hard. 


Dr. MALONEY.—The unfortunate 
laws of Great Britain, which .at the time 


of our visit did not allow a man a vote: 


on the ground that he was a man, per- 
mitted men té6 be sweated under condi- 
tions of competition, but there was not an 


_ individual working for one of those co- 


operative concerns who was willing to 
leave and take work in private firms. el 
do not think that I can say any more to 


stress the point, but I would like to know 


if any Minister would éare to resign and 
fight the Melbourne seat on this ques- 
tion. I am sure that the people outside 
would say that there must be equality of 
opportunity to every ‘soldier to “make 
good. If we had the law of recall m 
operation I would go to the constituency 
of any honorable member who claims 
that under the Government proposal 
equality of opportunity, is given, and 
fight him on the issue. I understand 


that this question has been thoroughly 


threshed out, and as one of the oldest 
members of the House, I desire to warn 


young members that if, merely because 
they happen to be followers of the 


Ministry, they vote against the retention 
of the clause, they will live to regret it. 

Mr. LISTER (Corio) '[8.51].—I am 
one of those unfortunate individuals to 
whom. the honorable member for Mel- 
bourne (Dr. Maloney) has just referred 


as being likely to get their necks into a 


cleft, because I intend to vote against the 
retention of the clause to which 
the Senate objects. I am. just as 
keen a supporter of co-operation as is 
any other honorable member of this 
House. I have been: interested in co- 


‘ted 


‘ f 


dustry and the establishme 


‘ment would grant to a pay fl 


_of honorable members ¢ 


that the cost of: machin 
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‘give very briefly my reasons 
against the clause which was 
the Bill last week on the mo; 
honorable member for Echuca! 
and. with which the Senate ha 
My view of it is that it leads} 
If it were carried, any pri. 
under it to the Commission [ 
to go to the Minister for 
(Senator Millen) as the finall” 
with the Minister in his pres” 
mind disappointment woul¢¢ 
applicants. Bs i ' 
I have listened with a 1 
interest to the various ar 
have been adduced both in { 
against the clause. It seen, 
the bulk of the suggestions 
tive effort on the part of re bid 
have centred round the s 
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mills. .Many honorable mf 
this debate have referred te. | 
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returned men, and at le al 
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soldiers a sum of £250 eac af ie 
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lche Government to advance 


#, it seems that the object 


~amongst soldiers. 


-under discussion. 


a 


man are limited to*five at £20 each, and 
the majority of soldiers are paying for 
their shares with their gratuity bonds. 
If the men in the Corio district are able 


to do that, what is to prevent men in. 


other parts of the Commonwealh  co- 
operating similarly? 

Mr. Srewart.—We are trying to en- 
courage that spirit. 

Mr. LISTER.—I support the estab- 
lishment of industries everywhere, but 


the amendment will lead us nowhere, be- 


cause the Minister is the final arbiter, 
and we know that he would turn down 
any proposal that was put before him of 
the nature suggested by the amendment. 
The Government are prepared to accept 
the amendment moved by the honorable 
member for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), 
and I intend to vote with them. | 
_ Mr. ANSTEY (Bourke) [9.3].—It is 
most interesting to discover that all the 
‘Government supporters, whilst in sym- 
pathy with the proposition ‘put forward 
by the honorable member for ' Echuca 
(Mr, Hill), yet adduce a multiplicity of 
reasons for not supporting the+«thing in 
which they believe. That is the out- 
standing feature of the debate to-day. 
We have before us an amendment moved 
by the honorable member for Capricornia 
(Mr. Higgs) upon a proposition by the 
honorable member for Echuca that the 
Government should give financial  assis- 
tance to a system of 
I make no professions 
of sympathy with the soldiers in any 
.shape or form, but, warrior as I am, re- 
turned from the Front with all the’ scars 
of war upon me—I could say more than 


could those who have kept far away from — 


the battle line—express my sympathy 
with them also. But that matter is not 
We are dealing with 
a proposal that co-operative enterprises 
for soldiers shall be assisted by the Go-. 
vernment. This has been violently op- 
posed by the Minister representing the 
Minister for Repatriation (Mr. Poynton). 
on the ground that it is the most violent 
piece of socialistic legislation ever pre- 


sented to this House. So that no credit 


or discredit attaches to honorable mem- 
bers on this side; the whole of it belongs 
to the representative of Echuca, who 
comes from a farming district to present 
to us the foundational principles of 
Socialism. For this reformation, we may 


be thankful. Finally, a transformation | 


took place, and the Minister accepted 
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what he said was *dangerous to this 
country. It was not that he had be- 
come converted to the principle that 
earlier had been abhorrent to him, but 


against him. Again, we see how num- 
bers count, and how they dictate prin- 
ciples. The amendment having been car- 
ried here, it was sent to another place, 
and, on the recommendation of a repre- 
sentative of the Government, was turned 
down. Four grounds for its rejection 
were given: Firstly, that we could not give 
to ten men what was not being given to 
one, and therefore we should not give 
anything to anybody; “secondly, that we 
should not settle any soldiers, because it 
would unsettle them; thirdly, that we 
should not. support any enterprise, or, in- 
deed, anything at’ all, because it would 
probably be unsuccessful. Of course, if 
it would be unsuccessful, we could not 
do anything; and therefore the whole 
scheme of repatriation should go by the 
board. We should not give a man any- 
thing, because if we gave him, say, a 
‘horse and cart to carry on his industry, 
he might be unsuccessful, and the money 
would be wasted. ‘So why do anything? 
Fourthly, that, after the principle had 
been condemned and rejected, if it had 
any excellence in it at all, the proposal 
should be embodied in another Bill. 
Thus the rejected amendment comes back 
to this Chamber, where the Government 
moves that it be set aside. Then comes 
the honorable member for Capricornia 
(Mr. Higgs) with another amendment, 
which is a whittling down of the criginal 
proposition. The honorable member for 


Echuca proposed that, instead of soldiers - 


individually receiving £500 each for 
their repatriation, to buy a horse or cart, 
or start in a business in which they might 
fail, or to settle on the land, we should 
‘be prepared to treat with any number of 


them as a collective body, and give to - 


them as such a lump:sum of money re- 


presenting the total of what éach man. 


could have claimed as an individual. 
What does it matter, if we are dealing 
with half-a-dozen individuals, 


them or say tp ther as a body, “If 
you care to engage in any industry or 
occupation together, the money that 
should be advanced to you individually 
will be advanced to you as a, corpora- 
tion? But the Government say ‘‘ No”’ 
to that proposal. The honorable mem- 

Mr... Anstey.” | 


proposes that if the Goverm 


: power to at least subsidi: 
because he found that the numbers were operative enterprise to the 


jection of the original ame} 


‘say whether these advance 


that they know the Mini 


whether - 
the Government advance £500 to each of . 


‘disappointment and dela?’ 
who has the adminisirai 
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ady been said, if this is in- 
in the Bill, and a Minister 
pudiate the decision of Par- 
2 responsibility will rest .on 
ment at least will have done 
Je have heard much about the 
-success under a clause such 
osed, but if we had judged all 
cases on their merits and 
ner each was likely to be a 
not, repatriation would not 
udvanced at all, for probably 
ould have been judged on the 
of non-success. The money 
tion has been advanced, I take 
und of justice. Hundreds of 
infortunately, been unsuccess- 
enterprises, but, on the ather 
ands have been successful. It 
te true that under this new 
y would be unsuccessful, but 
| ae be achieved, at least, 
section of the men were suc- 
) number of industries estab- 
zhout the country, with the 
t proprietors and sharehdlders, 
Poart of the work and to carry 
M responsibility. That, in it- 
' monstrate to every man that 
‘nerely a workman drawing 
7 another, but that he could 
wn enterprise, activity, and 
uld, I repeat, be good work 
ass of men capable of carry- 
wn businesses. 
ie whole position is largely 
n if it were likely, as has 


ke the clause a dead letter, 


an v hy the Government cannot 


ler 
sa aid the Government ‘than its 


| position. I could have 
| Government saying that 
“te | accept the proposal, but it 
st inious on their part, after 
vt i d rot accept one proposal, 
cop tthe 
BE ich the same arguments 
‘| I propose tg vote for the 
7 ! new clause agreed to be- 
yn of the honorable mem? 
Ay Mr. Hill), but I do this 
jing against the Govern- 
Wrisisy in view of a very 


ae h 

~« {inly zeant whom we are to 
ol j2 to our shores, I do not 
ie 


‘the Minister for Repatria-. 


There is no stronger con- | 


pr, the same in principle, 


ya} |’ embarrass the Govern- 


-ment in any way; the idea of a double 
dissolution is disconcerting even to me. 
But, surely, in spite of the coming of His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, and 
the risk of the loss of their salaried posi- 
tions, the Government might, for one 
night at least, stand on some grotind of 
principle—not permanently, but just for 
a little while. An honorable member 
near me suggests that the principle of. 
L.S.D. is the most important one; and I 
eannot ask the Government to cast such a 
principle to the winds. I would not do 
so myself; but, at the same time, I think 
the Government, i in their own interest, 
ought to take some solid stand, If the 
Government object to the clause and the 
amendment on the self-same grounds— 
that, ifteither were carried into effect, it 
would unsettle people, would be likely to 
prove unsatisfactory, and that this is not 
the measure in which to embody a prin- 
ciple of this character—any man could 
understand, though he might not. agree 
with them. For my part, I shall vote for 
the new clause, but without any great 
hope that the Government will be over- 
thrown. 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
co 15] .—I.am sorry that the one “baa 
lamb,” which promised to be of s6me use 
in repatriation, should have been shorn of 
the short wool it had when‘it first left this 
House. Why do the Government object - 
to this pr oposal, and why are the returned 
soldiers’on the Government side going to 

~vote against it? Have they been “ nob- 
bled,” or do they still desire to go about ° 
the country howling that every man 
should be sacked from his position who 
did not go to the war? Are they still — 
going to say that old men should be put 
eut of positions they. have oeeupied for 
years in favour of returned men—old men 
whose sons went to the Front, while others 
were put in their jobs at home? Or will 
they, on the other hand, seek to repatriate 
our men, ut a civilized way? If the latter, 
an opportunity is now presented. The 
other day the honorable member for 
Parkes (Mr. Marr) moved the*adjourn- 
ment of the House in order to request that 
some girls should be sacked in Sydney, 
aud returned soldiers put in their places; 
and on that occasion the Government ex- 
plained the whole position away. Their 
proposal was that all skulkers, even: if 
they could not pass the examinations to 
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aetiile them to go to the Prout, should be 
discharged, and returned soldiers put in 
their places. We now have proposed a 
comprehensive system of employing sol- 
diers without putting girls and old and - 
invalid men out of work, Do* the re- 
turned soldiers opposite desire to find 
work for returned soldiers? 
lieve that it is fair to place a “ digger” 
on the land, and give him a chance to 
make good, and refuse a man in the city 
a similar chance? One of the most sur- 
prising arguments was used by the hon- 
orable member for Grampians (Mr. 
Jowett), who had the iufernal impugence 
to suggest that no soldier in the city 
should be able to avail Rimself of such a 
elause as this. * 

Mr. Jownrr.—That is not my sugges- 
tion. 

Mr. MATHEWS.— The honorable 
member would compel a man to go to the 
country whether he lked to do so or not, 
or forfeit his right to any assistance. The 
returned men opposite know as well as I 
do that thousands of men returned from 
‘the Front utterly unfitted for their pre- 
vious occupations, and some of them have 
been. receiving sustenance allowance for 
eight or nine months. This is wasted 
money* which makés these men loafers by 
force. The principal objection by the Go- 
vernment is that if’money is advanced in 
the way proposed the men will waste it; 
but they are willing to accept the proposal, 
of the honorable member for Caprico¥nia 
a Higgs). The Government say that: 
if the men come along, and give “ quid ” 
for “quid,” they will be helped; but we 


know that the men have not the money to 


accept such an offer. 
Mr. Srewart.—If they had not gone 
to the war,they would have had money. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Of course. . We 


know that many of the returned men have 


shown no disposition to work; but that is — 


not to be wondered at. They were away 
three or four years from. any: civilian 
work; and yet they are asked to settle 
down in their old places, be godd boys, 
and do* as much as they did _ before. 
I would like to see some honorable mem- 
bers put back to their oid jobs, and watch 
how they settle down to them again. I 
know that I am not hankering after 
mine. The Government have been 


shown advanced methods and systems for’ 


‘Tepatriating great bodies of men, but 


* 
bd 


(REPRESENTATIVES, to 


Do they be-- 


‘insist thatthe latter shall | 


they have rea to fay q 
most of those opportunitit 
turned svldiers in this Char 
support the principle introd 
Country party, I warn then 
time they ask for a man to 
of a place so that a returned 
fill it I shall tell them the: 
to punish those who did 
the war, and that it is only» 
of economic conseription. | 
know that if they succeed i 
turned soldiers cut of the or¢ 
market into some new avent} 
ment it will be leaving posit} 
those, who did not fight, a1 
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cannot expect a fair deal tlh 
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working fin uncongenial | 
and for comparatively litt 
want something better nov 
away to fight; they fought 
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turned soldier representati 
ment should do now is to se 
decent opportunities. TH. 
have a chance to bring ab 
broad form of repatriation 
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nothing in the direction 4 
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Sir JosrpH Coox pa tay 
millions ‘a year, anyhow. | 
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the Minister know that. ‘ 
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Sir JosrepH Cook. — le 
can do these things und¢ Fn, 
stands, and, they are doi: t ha 
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2 in offiée. There may be a 
earted Government in con- 
ation’s affairs about,a fort- ‘ 
If it is economic conscrip- 
Government are after they 
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desire to repatriate soldiers, 
il themselves of this Op- 
do a big thing. 
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|;wish to move.an amend- 
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pre 1 e . 
‘ord ‘‘ industries,” line 5, 
ountry districts Sinan in 


v'—The Government will 
, t proposal, anyhow. 


to. limit the operation 


iM clause. 
Ai RY CHAIRMAN (Mr. 
i4not accept the honor- 


‘ le xs f ee 


benefice Government may. 


Committee 


‘ . ghould. be 


My. desire in moving ~ 


a mndment, the Commit-. 


5 


tee having agreed to the proposed new 
clause in the form submitted by the honor- 
able member for Capricornia. , 


“Mr. Anstry.—Does not the gi hey ea) 
amendment moved by the honorable mem-" 
ber for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) now 
become the amendment before the Gome 
mittee, and may we not move an -amend~ 
ment upon it? , 

The TEMPORARY CHATRWAN 
The question now before the Committee 
is whether the proposed new clause in 
the amended form in-whjch it was moved 
by the ‘honorable member for _Capri- 
cornia shall be accepted or rejected. 

Mr. James Pace.—Cannot a further 
amendment be mo¥%ed upon it? 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.— 
The-amendment submitted by the honor-. 
able member for. Grampians (Mr, 
_ Jowett) is not m order, . 

Mr. Rirey.—He was not allowed to 
state it fully. I do not know whether 


he is going to take the rejection of his 


amendment lying down like this. 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [9.36]. 
—| have an amendment to move. There 
‘appears to be a fairly unanimous opinion 
in the Committee that if returned soldiers 
desire to enter upon some other line of 
occupation than that of a farmer, they 
given assistance by the 
Government. Should I be in order in 
moving as an amendment to the motion » 
before the Chair that instead of a sub- 
sidy of £1 for £1 the Government should 


contribute £4 for each £1 invested by the 
returned soldiers. 


The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.— 
No, the honorable member would not be 
ia order i Im moving such an amendment. 

“Mr. RILEY (South Sydney), [9.37].— 
I wish to move as an amendment the sug- 
gestion made by the honorable member 
for Fawkner (Mr. Maxwell), so that the 
views of the three parties in this House 
in connexion with this matter may he 
met, and the Government be given an 
opportunity to reach finality in connexion 
with the question. 

Mr. Wisz.—What is the amendment? 


Mr. RILEY.—I refer to the suggestion 
made by the thonorable member for 
Fawkner that a member from tle Govern- 
ment party, another from the Country 
party, and a third from the Opposition 


s ‘ 5 ' Sb etl aay 
¢ %% ; Se ies 
. ' , ; a | att Nery yi 
¥ + - a f » : Py yy 


1744 Australian ‘Soldiers’ 
should confer with the Minibece fot Re 
patriation (Senator Millen) and report to 
this House some scheme of co-operation 
for the assistance of returned soldiers. 
Mr. Marurews.—The returned soldiers 
on the other side do not wish to assist 
them, so what is the usé of our worrying 
bait it? 
Mr. Marr.—The honorable ener 1s 
only assistitig now that the war is over. 


Mr. Tupor.—That happens to be an - 


absolute misstatement. 

Mr. Gasp.—The honorable member for 
Parkes (Mr. Marr) did all right out. of 
the war’. | 

Mr. Kersy.—So did the 
member for. Angas (Mr. re 
gained his seat out of it. 

Mr. RILEY.—1I must sanak to the 
Chair for protection against these inter- 
jections. J was much impressed by the 
remarks of the honorable member for 
Fawkner. It appears to me that he sug- 
gested a fair compromise to overcome 
the difficulty in which we find ourselves. 


honorable 
He 


A number of our members are travelling 


to-night in the: train, and will be here 
to-morrow, and it ls clear that the Com: 
mittee is very nearly equally divided on 
this question. 
the best we ’can for the returned soldiers. 
The amendment I wish to move is not 
my own, but is, as I have said, the sug- 
gestion of the honorable member for 
- Fawkner, that a member ef each party 
in this House should consult with the 
Minister for Repatriation and frame a 
elause for insertion in this Bill to assist 
n the repatriation of returned soldiers 
under the co-operative system which would 
meet with the approval of honorable 
members generally. Will the honorable 
member for .Fawkner , (Mr. - Maxwell) 
stand up to such’ a proposal, because I 
have no desire to steal his thunder? If 
he is prepared to carry out the intention 


which he has already expressed, I shall 


not move in ‘that, direction. His sug- 
gestion, I think, is a fair one; and ore 
which the Government should accept. 
Mr. MAXWELL (Fawkner) [9.41].— 
It was because several amendments were 
before the Committee that, earlier in the 
day, I was induced to suggest that they 
should be left in abeyance, and that 
meanwhile a representative of each party 
in this Chamber should consylt with 


the Minister for. Repatriation (Senator | 


” 


(REPRESENTATIVES ] apron Bit 


Weeare all dnxious to do- 


- constructed, 


_Millen), for the, purpose oh 
some scheme of aye 
achieve the end we all 


_ snamely, that of iavenc tee 


of our r@turned soldiers. ‘Hy 
we may differ in regard to 


which should be ‘employed t 


to such a scheme, honorable 
unanimous in desiring ito 
objective, — 

Mr. Matuzws.—I canno 
how the honorable member 
in view of the last yote. (i 

Mr. MAXWELL.—I rep 

Mr. Marxuews.—The how 
ber is drawing on his. imag 

Mr. MAXWELL.—At t 
I believe that honorable me 
conserving the interests of | 
and do not desire to engag, 
definite scheme. «They. ay | 
something, tangible and pri 
if I shall be in order in so 
move for the appointment 
mittee such as I have indice’ 
with the Minister for Repe& 
& view to devising som 
scheme which will meet witlp* 
of all parties in this Charflo. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra). [fr 
all that the Committee hf" 
carry the amendment of |! 
member for Capricornia § 
It is quite’ competent for 
any words that we may cl, 
word — ‘‘ enterprises.” | Wii, 


, h 


example, nsert the wordshi ¥ 


prises shall be started ‘up 
tricts.’ & 
The TEMPORARY “Ms 
(My. Atkinson).+If any fi ii 
serted, they will requiré | Bete 
after the word ‘‘ repayabpit , 
Mr. TUDOR.—Of COULE|Ohjer 
to the amendment of the Mun, 
ber for Capricornia may It qd, 
Government are very © jniy 
now. A bridge has — Hops, 


them by an, honorable | bn 


allowed them ‘to escefe 
awkward dilemma.» It 7 mad 
the first bridge of the kin i 
and it will. a 


~ Mr. James Pace. —Ieh. 1h, 


built on the co-operative}, 


Mr. TUDOR.—Wherflil , 
Government were in off ery 
remember that the honor|t. ‘Ne 
Darling | Dane a a Gr thy i 

: Sa ati iS DY apt 
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es, who then seas the. 


f Indi, were the _ bridge- 
[ yead'' Senator Millen’s 
e other branch of the Legis- 
ng the course of which he 
y the same suggestion. It 
the last number of Hansard 
lished. until Saturday, and, 
the honorable member for 
gave notice of this amend- 
iday. But it is clear that 
d an opportunity of hearing 
llen’s speech or that he 
exactly similar lines. It is 
le, however, for any honor- 
* to move an amendment in 
ggested ‘by the’ honorable 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett) or. 
member for South Sydney 
‘to add to the amendment 
prable member for Cap- 
the principle 
il put. forward by the honor- 
for Echuea (Mr. Hill) was 
2. Personally, I have al- 
d to differential treatment 
,9se soldiers who settle upon 
n hose who follow factory oc- 
j which they are not finding 
pStrial world of. which we 
il much. 
iw (Grampians) [9.47 ].— 
na 


ab hing words is added to the 


‘the main question :—‘‘ Such 
iy, nterprises mentioned: in sub- 
mise 47a to be established in 
| and country towns.’ 


it uis addition is not to place 


nf voldier, as hag been most. 


meses at a disadvantage 
vlliith any other returned 
sige bject is rather to assist 
gh aent of industries such as 
ag n clause 47a in country 
ay) Suntry towns. If the 
iM dopted, not a single sol- 
el yarred from taking part 
anes. A most improper 
ut made to persuade. hon- 
» dt that some discrimination 
lp evour of soldiers resident 
3. The whole ‘object of 
a i | the honorable member 
m Hill) and of this amend- 


ie every returned soldier to 
iD ‘ co-operative enterprises. 
that if these industries 


i country towns and dis- 


| 4 ai 


enunciated ° 


. sure of it. 
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tricts they will assist ‘our soldiers very 
much more than would otherwise be the 


-ease, I desire to see the Bill erase in 


that direction. | : 
'Mr.. Corsrr.—Is there teas in the 
Bill that prevents it? ; 
Mr. JOWETT.—We want ie make 
‘Those of us who have reached 
the span of hfe which my honorable 
friend the honorable member for Wide 
Bay (Mr. Corser) and I have come to, 
have during the past thirty or forty years 
witnessed a deplorable transference of 
industries from country towns. to the 
great metropolitan seaports of Australia, 
and it is to insure, if possible, a cessation 
of this drift that I am submitting my 
amendment. As many honorable mem- 


‘bers were not present this afternoon, I 


~ 


desire to make clear the position as re- 
gards this drift of population to the cities 
from country areas. The drift is con- 
tinual in every State.’ ! 
Mr. Ricuarp Foster. — Everybody 
knows that. | , 
Mr. JOWETT.—But everybody does 
not heed it. The honorable member for 
Wakefield knows of this drift, but is he 
so acting as to check it? I wish to im- 
press upon honorable. members the fact 
that in two States of the Commonwealth 
—Victoria and South Australia—the 
population of the capital cities is greater 
than that in the whole of the remainder 
of these States. In Victoria the popu- 
lation of Melbourne is 723,000 and in 
the rest of the State only 10T, 000; and 
in South Australia, the population of 
Adelaide in 1918 was 235,000, as com- 
pared with 210,000 in the rest of the 
State. This deplorable drift of popula- 
tion has reached such aggravated: pro- 
portions that it is now almost impossible 
to find houses in the cities. If-we pro- 
vide employment for people in the 
country districts,» we can, at all events, 
insure sufficient houses for their accom- 
modation. 
Mr. Gass.—Not in South Australia. 
Mr. JOWETT.—At, all events, the 
amendment, if adopted, will have the 


effect of preventing houses from being 


pulled down in country towns and trans- 
ported to the.metropolitan areas. The 


problem of overcrowding in our prin- 


cipal cities has now. reached a most - 
acute stage. We have been told over and 
over again, and every honorable member 


> 


rr a neg Se 


country districts only. 
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knows it is true, that if the father or 
mother of a family desires to find house 
accommodation in the capital cities of the 


Commonwealth, one df the first questions — 


asked of them is whether they have any 
children, or not. In a large number of 
eases, if they have children, they are 
unable to get»a house. No honorable 
member can point to one country town 
in Australia‘ where a similar question 1s 
asked. Every one knows that everything 
possible should be done to arrest this 
drift of population. The problem should 
be tackled, not only on general principles, 
but in detail, and so dar 28.545 eae gon- 
cerned any Bill containing a provision 
that will have the effect of drageing 
population away from the country te the 
cities will meet with my strongest opposi- 
tion. 


Mr. ANSTEY (Bourke). [9.57].—An. 


- old friend of mine onee reminded me that 


ou one occasion Wellington agreed that 
there was wisdom in retreat. I think the 
honorable member for Grampians (Mr. 
Jowett) had better retreat, for the symple 
reason that on this oceasion he is going 
to be defeated. Great as is my objection 
to the Government, and anxiety to dis- 


‘place them, I am certainly not going to 


follow the ‘nonorable member for Gram- 
pians on this occasion, because he seeks 
to put a limitation upon the operation 
of the amendment so that, even if it were 
carried, it would be valueless. 

Mr. McWruuiams.—lIt is no good now, 
anyhow. 

Mr. ANSTEY.—No;. and 


ein g 


matters except that we shall have a num- 


-ber of conversations across the chamber. 

Mr. Cogserr. —And waste a good deal 
of time. 

Mr. ANSTEY.—Of course! 
what we are here for. 
to talk. The work is not done here, but 
elsewhere. If.the original proposal had 
any good in it at all, 1t would have been 
wrong to limit its operation to any part 


That is 


of the country, or any part of Australia. - 


In order to buttress his position, the hon- 


erable member for Grampians makes an. 
allegation that the policy of Govern-— 


ments an the past has had the effect of 
dragging population away from country 
districts, and he contends that the posi- 
tion will be restored by the encourage- 
ment of these co-operative enterprises in 
But, so far as 
Victoria..2 is concerned, his argument is of 


_(REPRESENTATIVES. } Rapatit ’ 


the honorable member fq 
industry was one reason: ffi 


‘The deeay of mining in thh 


“deal with such places, .a 


‘ern districts, for 


Our business is - 


sored poopenian 


E 


ea 


no eben, The trend rig % 


Victoria towards the cities 
part, to the decay of. ‘the 
dustry. 

Mr. Srewarm. — Another 
work forty hours in the ¢ 
work eighty hours in | the 
tricts. 

Mr. ANSTEY. —That is 
tage of the cities. : 

Mr. Jowetr.—lit tha} he 
ber. will pardon me, I wi 
that his statement doa us 
drift’ of population in So 
It is not due in that Stat¥ 
of the mining industry. | 

Mr. ANSTEY .—1T shallf 


| 


But IT said. that the decay 
population to the, metap 


desolate large areas of lan} 
fit. for acon ul operat 


lina al mining, is bigger 4 

‘Mr. ANSTEY.—And 4 
the argument, used by. 7 
member for Grampians. ‘| 
prove what I said, : 
Country party is, ae i 
divided on great "quest 
case, apart from Ba} 


population, we! have 


country is dead, and th} 
drawing away thousands 7 
merely a question of tb 
developed on a larger } 
chinery being employed 
purposes. Tn wae Win 
inst} 
smaller population to-da} 
thirty or forty years ag¢ulr, 
Mr. Prowse. ais that 
ihre area ~ pas. 


Mr. Prowsk. tal i 
Mr. AN 


aes have found sheep [ : a 
fitable than the settlon, 

Mr. Brunpert.— Yer, 
Mr. ANSTEY.—Ye! ' 


factors that have to hee 
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to occu] a time by referring 
s, but to confine my remarks 
where, in thé Western Dis- 
a the land have given, up 


gage in sheep raising. ' The 


trict is also an illustration, 
istics of the municipalities 
is been a@ gradual decline in 
yn, aud that where ten or 
existed, only one now. re- 


ugh a process of absorption, . 


perties have been acquired, 
eas have been worked. with 
achinery to enable wheat- 
e undertaken more success- 
district represented by the 
sneral (Mr. Wise) the small 
orty yedrs ago. were being 
storal propositions, but they 
ng back into small holdings 
»ser Settlement Act. Why 
irers. congregate 
} packed together when they 
e country districts where, 
ices, they find the workmen 
‘eceiving lower wages, and 
“* hours? ‘Is it not all-a 
water supply and motive 
‘sportation of coal, and the 
teir products? ‘These are 
Ul manufacturers consider 
Ve country districts. 
Mit another until he has a 
ler control, when he em- 
BT to do the work, and the 
Ie employed on 
: the city and make 
by the man working the 
| The population drifts 
to another, and it is the 
",, of the conditions under 
.. the honorable member 
gp, Mr. Jowett). has moved 
yond I agree with the hon- 
, Rr Reranklie (Mr. MceWil- 


as ais very little in it. 


jv mended by the honorable 
wiipians really mean? 
| the honorable member 
diister) is true,-the Min- 
Mt! power, if he so desires, 
gt The amendment:of the 
‘ype | yor Grampians ae 


| ay be said that an in- 
Me ished in 1 oion or St. 


in cities’ 


One -: 


farms 


!mendment as originally 


1 Bi 


-nations as a whole; manufactories 


Kalga 1s" cele 0: be eof table coteh 
is may be unreasonable to advance, say, 
£10,000 of public money in a country dis- 
trict. It is ceiving the Minister power to 
say whether a particular industry should - 
or should not. be established in a country 
district. If there were a dozen men will- 
ing to subscribe pound for pound, and a 
business could be successfully carried on 
in Melbourne, and not in the country, the 
Minister would be prevented from giving 
approval. I certainly cannot support the 
amendment of the honorable member for 
Grampians, and | think he will be well 


advised to withdraw it, and allow the 


original proposition to stand. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowper) [10.5].— 
I have ‘listened with interest to the dis- 
sertation of the honorable member for 
Bourke (Mr. Anstey) regarding the 
congregation in big centres, and the only 
thing that is wrong with the statement 
of the honorable member is that it is 
not quite true. He has given reasons 
why manufactures and population . con- 
gregate in the cities, but what are the 
facts? Why do our principal cities in- 
crease in size? | know that the circum- 
stances credited to Melbourne by the hon- 
orable member do not apply to Sydney. | 
Why has Sydney increased in size? Dur- 
ing the whole poms of responsible go- 
vernment in New South Wales up till 
1913, five-sixths of*the money borrowed in 
that State, with the exclusion of that 
spent on ates work, was spent in and 
around Sydney for local purposes, which 
should have been undertaken a Greater 
Sydney. Manufacturers congregate there 
beeause it is not made profitable to haul 
coal to the country where the raw material 
is, and because differential railway rates 
are imposed on a railway system designed 
to kill secondary industries in the country. 
T do not know what has happened in Vic- 
toria, but that is the experience of New 
South Wales, and great cities have grown. 
fp In consequence of the disproportionate 


amount of public money that has been 
‘spent. 


We have been told that in Eng- 
land, France, Germany, and the United 
States of America, in the Gnterests of the 
are 
being decentralized, and this is being 
done largely because electric power is 
now able to be cheaply transmitted to out- - 
side eentres. As the Minister for Trade 
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and cuey, (Mr. Greene) said hen ties Be Me ES are a 
introducing the Tariff, there is no reason local market is given, land 1 
why manufacturers here should congre- into small holdings, because 
gate in the large cities, where workmen they can make a living on § 
have to grow up with dirt and coaldust in I trust that honorable mem 
their lungs, and, in consequence, rear be swayed by local prejudi 
children who are physically unfit. There chial feeling, but will tak 
is no reason, under modern con- tunity of giving a natio 
ditions, why industries should not. be to the industrial life of 7 
established where the raw products exist. wealth. | 
so that men could live in ‘decent homes Mr. ‘HECTOR LAMONT 
and in comfortable surroundings. ° ‘If [10.13].—I am now able 
men are allowed to work in country dis- comments on the proposal 
tricts with attractive surroundings, we able . member for Gra 
shall be able to rear men possessing the Jj owett) which I could no 
best characteristics of our Australian sol- jn the discussion, and I am 
diers, and, in the next war, we shall not speech has been deferred 
have men such as those who came position now is clearer i 
from crowded centres like Shoreditch— sought to address the Conf 
men whose chest you could span with »'The soldier, it appears, ij! 
two fingers, though their spirit was in- .go into Pe. places where} 
domitable. Our desire is to benefit not member for Cowper (Drie 
merely our returned soldiers by assisting and the honorable mem}. 
them to conduct secondary industries pians wish to \<put hin}, 
with co-operative effort, but to benefit fore he is to. be compelld 
also the neighbourhoods in which those . He isto be denied the ass) 
industries will be established by bringing little while ago” we were ; 
to them the comforts which now attract the salvation of unemploy ne 
our population to the cities. At the he is prepared to pursue | 
present time there is hardly a country the decaying country tow}, 
town in New South Wales that possesses We have been told thath, 
modern conveniences. Towns like hours, the low wages, the fin 
Inverell, Lismore, and Grafton, which of country life, coup 2 
are surrounded by ptosperous districts freights and other disa} 7), 
' having a production almost equalling drive the people into ou 
that of Victoria, have hatdly increased the honorable member f: 
in size in twenty-five years, because no would force the sold f 
secondary. industries are established those hard conditions 
there. ' I hope that the Committee will assistance of ‘the Gov 
take advantage of this opportunity. to object of the proposal isfs i 
‘make a practical step towards decen+ decaying towns of vith 
| tralization. We have decentralization soldier is to undertake ie 
‘ leagues everywhere. A Victorian league ject to that. Our rep ten 
was reported as'meeting in Melbourne should study first the | 
é only on Saturday last, and there is now soldier. If he wants Pe 
an opportunity to give effect to decen- towns, by all means let} 
, tralization. The establishment of secon- do so, but if he does not Mied 
dary industries in country towns will be right: to assistance in. HH 
practical decentralization. It will im? as “he would have to ass Ike 
prove the lot of every farmer within 10 try occupation. ~ “Thos q 
miles of them, by increasing his local the need for populatingh: 
‘ market, by making cheap power available, tricts do not live in 4) 
i and by enabling’ him to live under live in the city. The fh, 
better conditions. There is bound to they have “done their. MR 
1 be an aggregation of holdings resulting to retire, come to the jp 
in big estates where produce cannot find a the causes of the decal, 
local sale, or easy access to distant mar- eas ay is that so ml, 
kets, but where, as on the Tweed, facili- dwt H ing, 1 
De Earle. Page. 4 
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ner a little bit of comfort at 
is days? — 


TOR LAMOND.-No; but 


lose who, accepting the com- 


city, attribute the ills of 


le fact that other persons 
sures which they themselves 

honorable member for 
Anstey) has accurately de- 
uses which draw men from 
o the city. They are not 
e-by any such proposal as 
The future of the 


itation, abolishing ee 
| the cities haltiablen 

| ae of their 
as that of the young men 
| to the war. If co- opera- 
eed: the soldier must be 
1 where he will follow the 
"he chooses; he cannot be 
\ iat it only i in ge coun- 
j negatived. 
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‘t No. 30 disagreed to by the 
sisted upon, but that, as an 


wllment, the following clause — 


nl Bill: — 

ee Commission shall, sub- 
nt proval.of the Minister, have 
it 3t soldiers by way of loan 
y,of £1 for £1 contributed by 
wl) war bonds for the purpose 
ys | industries on a co-operative 
Gat ustries to include the manu- 
Ab ibe woollen goods, and cloth- 
4 


rool scouring, fellmongering 
ndustries) , ‘sawmilling, and 
ce ag, hl 
wu regulations may prescribe 
My upon which: any loan 
un uance of this section shall 


wrted; report adopted. 
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OrpEer or Bustness—Perrot Suprrixzs 
FoR Wrst QuEENSLAND—ARBITRATION 
Court CoNGESTION—JUDICIARY BILL: 
Moratorium. 


- 


Motion (by oe JosepH Coox) “pro- 


posed— 


That the House do now Cio: 


“Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [10.21].—I 
would lke to know what business will be. 
taken to-morrow if the Prime Minister. 
(Mr. Hughes) is unable to move the 
second reading of the Oil Agreement Bill ? 


Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [10.22]. 


On Friday lagt I brought under the 


notice of the Ministry the necessity for — 
providing contractors and men on_ the 
land in Wiestern Queensland with a sup- 


- ply of petrol for their pumping ma- 


chinery. Has anything been done in re- 

gard to the matter? 3 
Sir Josep Coox.—I doenot. remember 

the honorable member mentioning this, 


matter, but I promise to give it every 
consideration. : 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (lIllawarra) 


T1693] 21 desire to direct the attention ° 


of the Government to the congestion in 
the Arbitration Court. A statement has 


been presented to honorable mem- 
bers detailing forty-two cases __ still 
to be heard “by the Court, although 


some of them were initiated as far 
back as’ 1918. . This matter is entirely 
apart from the phase of the question — 
mentioned this afternoon by the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) relative to the 
amendment of the Act, which will have 
to be seriously considered by the House. 
In my opinion the congestion ought to be 
relieved by the appointment of additional 
Justices, or perhaps, if some of the other 
Justices could take a few of the cases, it 
might enable the unions to get their cases 
‘It is no wonder there is indus- 


to comply with the. industrial law aye pre- 
vented from getting a decision. _ 


Mr. James Pace. —it encourages direct 
action. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. _of course. 
Every man who obeys the law has to go 
a year or two with less wages than‘ the 
man who disobeys it, In the cireum- 
stances, we can hardly blame those who: 


“choose to take the law into their own 


hands rather than ‘have these ~ delays 
foreed upon them. . ue 

Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) 
[10,24].—I would like to know whether 
the Government intefd to proceed with 
the Judiciary Bill before the adjourn- 


_ment, because it is my intention to move 


for the insertion of the clause extending 


the moratorium for twelve months. This 


is rather a pressing matter throughout, 


. Australia, and if it is not the imtention 


of the Government to bring forward, the 
Judiciary Bill I shall have to adopt some 


other means of achieving the same ob- 


ject. - 

Sir JOSEPH COOK (Rarramatta—Min- 
ister for the Navy) [10.25).—I under- 
stand that a contingent notice of motion 
‘has been given covering the Judiciary 
‘Bill, but I cannot understand what 
affinity there is between. that measure and 
the moratorium. 

Mr. McWumtr1ams.—We can get it in. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I think the 
question of relevancy will arise, and if I 
were in the honorable member’s place I 
would adopt some other course than that 
which he now proposes. 

I agree that something will need to be 
done soon to relieve the industrial arbi- 
tration congestion, or we had better give 
uf the ghost. The fundamental basic 
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reason for these delays 


“ suecessful arbitrators we 
. Australia was a layman f 


ae 


qs 1 
not an arbitration Co eI 
Court. Instead of the Cot 
cisions by and large, and ad 
is a fair thing as. betweer 
matters are argued as if — 
stake. Something will nee 
to simplify the procedur¢d 
cases to be dealt with much 
The Government are not | 
thé congestion, and I hope s 
soon be done to try to 
understand the main troulf 
have not enough Justices to 
work, and if the Court. is 
dare say it will be necessa 
some more. " . 
Mr. McWitrrams.—Let} 
example of Queensland, a 
layman as President of tp 
Court. | 3 a) Aa 
_ Sir JOSEPH COOK.—@ 


over a Court in Newcastly, 

The first business to-morp 
moving of 'the second read 
Agreement Bill, and they 
to get one or two rather p} 
Bills through. _ Unless w 
propriation soon wé ss} 
enough money in the till 4) 
of war and. old-age pensio]| 

Question resolved in tt], 
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